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27 March 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I hope you are all coping well and staying safe, in what must be the strangest situation that 

frankly no-one ever imagined we would find ourselves in.  We have now completed our first full 

“school week” on lockdown.  I can’t thank the Kings Priory School staff enough, in just a few 

days we managed to set up distance learning, emergency childcare provision, support for pupils 

and their families on Free School Meals, as well as close down the Huntingdon Place site.  On 

Percy Park we are caring for a number of pupils whose parents are essential on the front-line 

fight against COVID-19.  This is not as simple as it may seem, requiring a complex staffing and 

cleaning schedule which ensures appropriate first aid/fire evacuation provision is always 

available, catering for pupils and staff, including rotating room usage to ensure we can fully 

clean them the following day before rotating back to using the rooms again the next day.  Safety 

of our pupils and staff is paramount.  

 

In addition to providing childcare cover, our team are also actively working to refresh the 

distance learning provision across all year groups to ensure our pupils have the opportunity to 

continue their education.  Completion of this work will enable us to return to normal as quickly 

as possible.  I also wanted to reconfirm that this is not intended to replace a “normal” school 

day.  As many parents are finding, these are unprecedented times in which children need to 

adjust in their own ways.  Formal, fixed daily schedules have been replaced with a mix of family 

activities, distance learning, on-line PE lessons as well as individual time alone which can be a 

challenge with the majority of people currently confined to home.    

 

I also wanted to specifically say thank you to the pupils, both to those who have been with us 

on site that have been delightful, as well as those who are admirably adapting to the change 

from home.    

 

With the somewhat swift departure of our Year 13 and Year 11 pupils last Friday, I know that 

plans for awarding grades in lieu of A Levels, and GCSE examinations are top of the mind for 

many pupils and their parents.  We have received further reassurance last night that OfQual are 

working hard with the relevant organisations to finalise the process, which will be used to 

determine the grades that pupils should have achieved in the Summer exams.  So far, we know 

that the official process is expected to be outlined by Easter.  It will be based on the full range 

of available evidence, including subject teachers’ assessments.  We are expecting that these 

grades will be released slightly earlier than normal, most likely at the end of July, in recognition 

that this is not a “normal” university/college application year.  We are also expecting that there 

will be an opportunity to sit examinations upon return in the Autumn or in Summer 2021 for 

anyone that is unhappy with the allocated grades.  We will communicate further details once 

these are finalised. Specifically, for parents of pupils in Year 13, 11 and 10 please look out for a 

separate letter, via parent mail, from Mr Clarke.  This contains details about reports and grade 

cards which will be issued shortly for these year groups.  Obviously, these were prepared before 

the school closure, and so may contain somewhat redundant recommendations given the 

cancellation of the external examinations.  However, as these are available and may be helpful 

for you/your child we are going to issue these.  For Year 12 and 10 the grade cards would 

normally be issued before Parents’ Evening and given the extraordinary situation currently, we 

are going to ask that you hold any specific questions on these until the next Parents’ Evening if 

at all possible. 
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In addition to the above, please find as a separate attachment on the Parentmail that delivered 

this letter, a brief guide to support pupils getting logged on to a variety of digital platforms. 

There is also some contact email addresses of people at school should you need password  

re-sets, for example.   

 

Also given the need for childcare provision over the Easter holidays we are working on a plan to 

remain open, again solely for the pupils of whose parents are essential on the front-line. We 

hope to continue similar arrangements to this week and next. I will confirm this as early as I 

can next week.  This will continue to be childcare provision, not education.  I have been humbled 

by the offers of support from our staff as well as many others in the broader school community, 

which is essential to enabling us to carry on providing this vital support. Please remember that 

this is a last resort provision. I fully understand that there is an inherent concern at being asked 

to leave home and come into school, in the current circumstances, and want to publicly thank 

everyone that is working hard to support our pupils, staff and our community at this very difficult 

time.  For the remainder of our pupils, we will not be setting regular distance learning tasks 

during the Easter Holidays, although many staff will have set/be setting “holiday” homework as 

in previous years. 

 

As we approach the weekend, I am conscious that this will bring new challenges with the 

cancellation of sports activities and events, extremely limited shopping, closure of cafes and 

restaurants and especially, given the great Spring weather, the restrictions on outdoor activities 

and exercise.  What I have noticed, on the most part, is amazing community spirit – tolerant 

and genuinely willing to help anyone who needs it.  This is different from the first few days of 

panic buying of somewhat random “doomsday” items but happily that seems to have morphed 

quickly into a much more resilient shared responsibility to get everyone through this, as best 

we can with multiple local volunteer groups springing up on social media aimed at helping those 

in more need.  Last night’s nationwide “thank you” to the NHS as well as the incredible number 

of volunteers signing up to help with transport and admin tasks, are just two brilliant examples 

of this. 

 

It is an unprecedented time, and all I can hope is that you stay safe and try to enjoy the 

somewhat unexpected opportunities that this brings.  It is important that we continue to use 

weekends as a distinct break, so I have instructed our teaching staff not to upload work, or to 

respond to pupils and parents until next week.  I hope you understand and will support this.   

 

Thank you again for your ongoing support and understanding.   

 

Best wishes, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Sanderson 

Principal 


