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3 April 2020  

  

  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

  

Never in a million years would I have dreamed that I’d be writing my end of Spring 

Term update in such challenging circumstances.  Given the current situation I am going 

to focus on the topics that are of most interest to our parents and carers at this time, 

but I do want to recognise that this is no way diminishes the achievements – whether 

academic, sport, music or in a range of other areas, achieved by our pupils and staff 

this term.  

  

Formally, this evening marks the start of the Easter holidays.  However, thanks to the 

commitment and dedication of our exceptional staff at Kings Priory School, we will be 

remaining open, including Good Friday and Easter Monday, to continue providing 

essential childcare for those front-line workers who are critical to the fight against 

COVID-19.  I can’t thank the staff enough for continuing to provide this vital support.  

It takes a significant number of the team being physically present on the Percy Park 

Road site every day in order to be able to open safely.  This is not just staff with direct 

responsibility for the childcare provision but also catering, facilities, first aid, fire 

marshals, as well as cleaning staff.  We have asked for details of any childcare support 

needed previously, but if anyone has not submitted this please email Sara Johnson on 

sara.johnson@kps.woodard.co.uk as a matter of urgency.  

  

We are continuing to work to provide supplies for any Free School Meal pupils and 

their families that need these.  There are several options available, not all of which 

require coming into school to collect vouchers/produce.  If you have not applied 

previously and would benefit from this support, please contact Sara Johnson on 

sara.johnson@kps.woodard.co.uk.  Please note that any applications will be treated as 

confidential. The government are in the process of rolling out a voucher scheme; we 

are engaging with this and will provide further information to those whom it concerns 

without delay.  

  

I am sure you will understand that currently our staff are also communicating with our 

pupils in our community about their welfare, especially the most vulnerable, to ensure 

they are all alright and have the support they need during this difficult time. If through 

the Easter Holiday period the need arises between these contact times and there is a 

pupil(s) in real need, please email in to sara.johnson@kps.woodard.co.uk  where the 

concern will be forwarded to the appropriate person.  

  

In addition to the rota for childcare provision, many of our staff have been very busy 

supporting distance learning efforts, at all levels across the school, as well as 

working on future planning to enable us to get back up and running as quickly and 

successfully as possible.  I really appreciate and applaud the efforts of pupils and 

parents to use the resources provided to continue their education in a very unusual 

setting.  With significant numbers of the population confined to home, on an almost 

24/7 basis, I can appreciate just how difficult it is to focus and 

concentrate on schoolwork in whatever space you can secure at home.  
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Distractions are very prevalent, and we are all getting comfortable with conference calls 

being invaded by barking dogs,  
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playful toddlers running around or teenagers raiding the fridge (again).  Regular 

exercise has changed immeasurably with no team sports, no swimming, no gyms but 

some unique opportunities have emerged eg: PE with Joe Wicks, Impromptu “home” 

gym classes with team mates via Zoom, dog walking (now people argue whose turn it 

is to walk the dog).  I realise we have already had two weeks of distance learning and 

the temptation is to carry on across the Easter holidays.  I would strongly encourage, 

however, everyone to take a break – some work may be appropriate depending on year 

group, but we have instructed the staff to treat this as a “normal” holiday and not to 

set daily work, nor respond to questions on a regular basis.  Some holiday work has 

been set for some year groups, as usual, but the frequent updates to the distance 

learning resources will cease for two weeks.  I hope you understand and support this, 

as our staff, our pupils and especially, in the current circumstances, our parents need 

a break!   

  

Specifically, for Year 7 and 8: Mrs Watson and Mrs Stewart are currently midreviewing 
our processes to determine the best way forward for staff and pupils in relation to our 
Year 7 and 8 distance learning provision. Thank you to those parents who have 
contacted us with their thoughts. Currently children are asked to keep their work safe 
for the time being to enable us to arrange marking on return where needed.  If any 
changes are to be made after the Easter Holidays, then these will be communicated to 
all parents via Parentmail.  

  

For our Year 13 and Year 11 pupils and their families, I know that the plan for 

replacement of external examinations, is still very much at the top of our minds.  We 

have just received some further information on the proposed process for alternative 

assessments (full details, from the horse’s mouth, attached, including letter from 

OfQual for students) which I have summarised below:     

  

• Schools are being asked to submit individual grades for each subject, that 

a student was entered for.  These will be based on a wide range of evidence 

including previous assessments, homework, mock exams and coursework where 

available.  No one will be disadvantaged if their coursework was not due for 

submission before 20 March 2020.  The grades will be recommended by the relevant 

subject teacher, who knows the pupil best, and where there are two teachers 

especially for A Levels, it will be a joint recommendation.  Overall grades will be 

approved by The Principal before submission.  It is important to note that there 

is no requirement to set further assessments before the recommended 

grades are submitted to OfQual.   

  

• In addition to the recommended individual grades, the school is being asked to 

rank all pupils within the year group, for that subject.  Again, this will be 

based on a wide range of evidence including work already completed.  

   

• The school is not allowed to share recommended grades or relative subject 

rankings with pupils and/or their parents prior to submission, so please do 

not ask us to do so.  Also, we must ask that you do not contact staff specifically 

to try and advocate for the grades that you would like submitted for your 

child/children.  I fully understand the temptation to do this, and in the most  well-

intentioned way.  However, we are not allowed to engage in discussions on this and 

doing so could jeopardise an individual as well as potentially the 
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whole school results.  Grades will be prepared based on the available evidence and 

will be a fair, professional assessment of what our staff believe would be the most 

likely outcomes if the examinations had taken place.    

  

• Once submitted there will be an OfQual-run standardisation process. The details 

of this model are still being developed but it is expected to consider the expected 

national outcomes for this year as well as prior attainment of pupils at the individual 

schools and colleges.  It is not expected that this model will change individual 

ranking within a school, but if some schools/colleges appear to have recommended 

more severe or more generous grades than expected, then these will be adjusted.  

The guidance clearly recognises that all schools are not expected to have the same 

outcomes.  

  

• Release dates for results are not confirmed yet but are expected to be slightly 

earlier than the traditional mid-August timeframe, likely around end July.  

    

• For anyone unhappy with their grades, there will be an opportunity to sit 

examinations in the Autumn Term, and/or in Summer 2021. We will work with 

individual pupils to support their specific needs once the finalised grades are 

published.   

  

Considering the above, what this means specifically for King Priory School’s 
Year 11s is:  

  

• Subject teachers will continue to set work for areas where course content has not 

yet been completed. For those subjects where the course content has been 

completed, no further curriculum work will be set.   

  

• Staff will continue to provide access to revision materials and past papers as they 

ordinarily would. It is now at the discretion of pupils and their families as to how 

they use these materials. Pupils are not obliged to carry out any of this work. 

However, we have chosen to provide this so that pupils who decide they want to 

take part in future additional assessment have the opportunity to prepare.   

  

• We would like to now is switch Year 11’s pupils focus for the next steps in their 

education. After the holidays, we will start to provide Year 11 with preparatory 

materials for Sixth Form courses so that pupils starting courses in September can 

invest their time now, to help be prepared for the courses they embark upon.     

  

• You may have chosen your options already, but it would be wise to remain open 

minded and continue to keep abreast of preparatory work in your reserve subject 

choices also.   

  

Allegedly, external examinations haven’t been cancelled since Mr Nicholson sat his in 

1888, so, frankly, we are in unchartered waters on this one.  Hence, I would appreciate 

your support as we work through this.   You have my, and my staff commitment that 

we will make this fair and equitable for our pupils.  No one wants them to lose out due 

to the exceptional circumstances that everyone is facing.  

  

Also, for any current Year 11 pupils, who are planning to stay on at Kings Priory School 

for their Sixth Form studies, following some individual requests we have decided to 

open up the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) earlier than usual.  EPQ is a Level 

3 pupil-led research project (100% coursework) worth half an A Level.  It is typically 

completed by pupils wishing to demonstrate their thirst for knowledge 
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and a passion for a chosen subject and can take the form of either a 5,000 word review 

or an artefact  or object. It is highly regarded by Universities admissions teams, 

including Russell Group, and by potential employers as it requires a high level of 

analytical research and self-motivation.  A separate more detailed note will be sent out 

to Year 11 parents via ParentMail but if any current Year 11 pupils are interested in 

starting an EPQ in the coming weeks, please email 

Elizabeth.johnston@kps.woodard.co.uk from your Kings Priory School email account.  

  

Obviously, this has an impact on our Sixth Form admission process and timings.  

However, we do expect GCSE results to be available earlier than normal, so this will 

still allow plenty of time for places to be confirmed and also accepted before we are all, 

hopefully, back in school in September.  I’ll send further details on this once available.  

If any pupil has changed their mind about leaving Kings Priory School at the end of Year 

11 please email kpsheadsixthform@kps.woodard.co.uk to let us know as soon as 

possible, so that we can ensure we have places available for our existing pupils, 

wherever possible.  

  

I appreciate that everyone is using virtual, internet-based tools and platforms more 

than ever before, and in the current situation these are absolutely essential.  We still 

want, however, to ensure everyone stays as safe as possible, so, attached to some 

separate parentmails following this letter will be, a series of age-differentiated activities 

aimed at helping parents reinforce the need for online safety at home. It is vital that 

everyone continues to be vigilant about their safety whilst studying online. While remote 

learning is in place, we are, of course, expecting pupils to utilise a wide range of 

eLearning resources and with this comes the need to be mindful of all the eSafety 

guidance that they have been given previously. In the circumstance that you become 

concerned about a child whilst online our safeguarding team will still be available to 

support you. You can contact a member of the team about an eSafety concern by 

emailing the contact line. This can be found on our website in the safeguarding section. 

Our eSafety officer is Mr Nik Kelsey.  

In closing, I just wanted to say a heart-felt thank you to our teachers, support staff, 

parents, wider community, and also to the pupils who have been exceptional in their 

commitment to continue learning under these adverse conditions.  We are all 

approaching a version of Easter holidays that no one had predicted but I hope that you 

enjoy the time with your family and friends (virtually) as much as possible.  

  

Best wishes,  

  

Yours sincerely,  

 

Philip Sanderson  

Principal  

  


