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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I wanted to wish everyone a warm welcome back to the Summer term, although recognising 

that we are continuing to operate in far from normal conditions.  Thanks to many of the staff at 

Kings Priory School we were able to continue providing childcare for key workers over the Easter 

holidays, and this will remain in place until the lockdown restrictions are lifted.  This requires 

significant efforts across a range of the team; from teachers, to catering, to security, to cleaning 

as well as first aid and fire marshalling provision.  I am hugely grateful to everyone that has 

helped to ensure we can offer this essential support for our critical front-line workers, whether 

on site or remotely over the last five weeks. 

 

From an education perspective, our team have been exceptionally busy in creating, launching 

and then maintaining a wide range of remote learning materials.  This is a major change for all 

of us, for teachers pivoting from in-person classroom teaching, for pupils shifting to remote 

independent learning and especially for parents who are often juggling working from home, 

whilst trying to help their children successfully continue their education.  I recognise that this is 

a new experience for all of us, and we will continue to adjust the provision as we learn what 

works and what doesn’t.  Specific feedback from parents has been very helpful, although we are 

receiving a similar number of concerns about “too much work” as we do about “not enough 

work” being set, and a similar split on “not challenging enough” compared to “too challenging”.  

This is perfectly understandable as our pupils and their families are facing a wide range of very 

different contexts currently, so it is impossible to deliver exactly the right level for everyone.  

However, we will continue to tweak and try to improve the remote learning provision moving 

forward.  Over the last few weeks we have realised that two of our initial assumptions are not 

universally true, namely that: i) every child would have access to a device (PC/tablet) for a 

period of time so printing of work would not be necessary and ii) for our younger pupils most 

work was previously set with the subconscious assumption that an adult would be present and 

actively engaged in their learning process, and we realise that this is not always practical.  This 

is not a unique situation to Kings Priory School, and there have been several recent publications 

encouraging parents not to attempt to replicate a 7-hour school day at home, five days a week, 

but instead to focus on selected key tasks at appropriate times, for your family, during the day.  

None of us are superheroes, and many people are juggling a considerable number of often 

conflicting priorities at the moment.  What is important is to keep everyone safe, secure and as 

happy as possible.  Remote learning can provide some essential structure during this challenging 

time, but to be successful it needs to fit with an individual family’s priorities, which we appreciate 

may vary across the coming weeks.   

 

In parallel with this letter, we are also issuing a series of updates, targeted to different 

years/groups of pupils in the school.  I have summarised all of these below, but please watch 

out for, via parentmail within the next hour, and read all of the updates that are relevant to 

you: 

   

• Year R-4: Distance Learning update letter from Mrs Watson 

• Years 5 & 6: Seesaw distance learning from Mrs Stewart 

• Years 7 & 8: Google classroom letter to parents from Mrs Stewart 

• Year 8: Ford Castle update from Mr Robertson 

• Senior School:  Duke of Edinburgh letter and Doing-your-DofE- during-coronavirus-outbreak 

from Mr Maddox.  

• Year 9: Kerboodle GCSE Pod Science letter from Mrs Johnston 

• Year 11: Results Day information from Mr Nicholson 

• Year 11: EPQ letter to parents from Mrs Johnston   

• Year 12: Examinations update from Mr Nicholson and Mr Clark 
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• Year 13: Results Day information from Mr Nicholson 

• SEN: Accessible Learning Resources letter from Mr Sanderson 

• Senior School: London visit update letter from Mr Robertson 

 
As a school we are aware that re-opening is a hot topic. However, any suggestion that schools 

might do so are both unhelpful and fraught with danger right now. For a start, the government 

has extended the lockdown for 'at least' two more weeks after this week and there is no evidence 

as yet that the spread of the virus has been sufficiently slowed down. 
  
I would not sanction any (phased or full) return to our school, until there was a reassurance 

given to all schools by Public Health England and the NHS, that it was safe to do so. We have 

staff who are currently self-isolating, because they are showing symptoms or they have a family 

member living with them who is doing so – that number is a movable feast as some colleagues 

come out of isolation and others go into it. We also have others who are 'shielding' for 12 weeks 

because of underlying health issues, which means they are effectively unable to work 'normally' 

until at least mid-June.  We would not be able to operate fully until conditions are entirely safe 

for children and staff. My hope is the government do give us a date for reopening and I would 

really like this to be this side of what would normally be the summer holidays. I am mindful of 

not only examination year groups but also of the unique transition we have from years 4 to 5, 

for example. Please be reassured we are thinking about everything and all kinds of scenarios and 

their implications, impacts and consequences for all of our pupils and staff.  
  
I do need to stress that none of my thoughts above have been shared with you because of any 

pressure on me either from my staff and any professional associations to remain closed - in fact 

quite the opposite; one of my biggest issues over the past five weeks has been trying to deter 

colleagues from entering our buildings: they all wish to contribute to childcare provision and 

come on site to get, use and make resources. 
 

In closing, I just wanted to thank the pupils, staff, parents and wider community for their on-

going support through this very difficult time.  We appreciate that the fast switch from in-school 

to remote learning has not been a completely smooth process.  You have my commitment, 

however, that we will continue to learn and adjust the approach to try to maximise the benefit 

for everyone.  Once we are able to recommence school in person, we will assess where everyone 

is, and address any outages to ensure that everyone has the very best chance of success for 

their future at Kings Priory School, and beyond. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Sanderson 

Principal 


