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Dear Parents, 
 
 

As ever, I sincerely hope this letter finds you as well as possible. I’m writing this as the first 
rainfall in weeks patters reassuringly on the windows of my study in Tynemouth House. The 
poet Langston Hughes said: “Let the rain sing you a lullaby”. That, I think, amid such strange 

times, is precisely what it’s doing. And giving the enormous wisteria that graces the 18th-
Century listed building a long-overdue drink. 
   

As is often said at the moment, these things shall pass. My quiet hope is that we will resurface 
at an unknown time to create an education system more certain of its values, more trusting of 
its people, and more determined to focus on the things that truly matter. It seems, perhaps, 

that nature itself is currently reasserting itself, so, maybe, is our inherent humanity. Following 
last night’s briefing, led by the Prime Minister, I’m hoping that the gloom of the ongoing 

lockdown, may be dissipated by the growing sense that whilst we are nowhere near the 
beginning of the end, there are some indications that this is the end of the beginning. Although, 
like many of us, I am increasingly aware that a “return to normal” is a very long way off, if even 

possible. 
 
However, to focus on the things I can control, this week there are a number of topics I would 

like to draw your attention to: 
 
Welfare and Pastoral Support: 

Shortly families will receive a wellbeing support pack, which has been collated by our pastoral 
staff. It provides a number of hints and tips for all members of the family on attempting to stay 
positive in the current situation. Please do let your pastoral team know if you would like any 

support: we are here to help in the same ways we would be if we were in school.  
 
Those families with children identified on the SEND register will be contacted directly from  

Mr Roberts and the Additional Needs and Inclusion Department (ANID) this week. Now we have 
had a bit of time to settle into new routines, if pupils are still struggling to access or would like 
additional pointers with regard to home learning activities, ANID staff are available to facilitate 

this. Please see the letter that will follow shortly after this communication to find details on how 
to arrange this.  
 

Distance Learning: 
From Reception to Year 13 pupils are engaging well with distance learning and we are proud of 
the efforts they have made with the support from their families. One important safeguarding 

note, which applies to Year 7 and above, is that pupils should be using their school email 
accounts in school Google classrooms. Please would parents check that this is the case and if 
pupils are not using school accounts, these should be changed with immediate effect. If there 

is a problem with any information needed to use a school email account then please contact 
school via the relevant school administrator and we will rectify the problem as soon as possible. 
Many of our pupils are already using these but for those who have not we will be sending codes 

to all parents on Monday 4 May. Please do encourage your son/daughter to join the groups as 
it will allow a level of social interaction with each other and their tutor and will hopefully support 
transition back to school as and when that happens.  
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I hope that some possible routines of working at home have been established to ‘suit’ each 
individual family circumstance. Pupils are reminded to endeavour to do the best they can with 

their distance learning and to also remember the importance of exercise and relaxation. They 
are also encouraged to have an on-line dialogue, through the agreed channels only, with the 
relevant staff if they are finding deadlines difficult or the content too challenging. Staff are still 

here to help in these different times. I know many households are finding this a bumpy 
challenge, but please continue to do what you can.  Within Kings Priory School we have the full 
range with some pupils and parents trying to be Superman, Spiderman, Wonder Woman, Mary 

Poppins and the Pied Piper all in one, whereas others are finding the sheer concept of 
engagement a no-fly zone in itself.  Please try and keep perspective, and find the right balance 
for you and your family.  There are no prizes to be won here!  All of the staff, many of whom 

are parents themselves, are acutely aware that there is not a single right approach for distance 
learning, it needs to work for your family and also be flexible enough to adjust as you need it 
to.  

 
In Years 5 and 6 please look out for a message via Seesaw from your teachers. This will come 
to you later this afternoon.  

 
I know that some of our parents are particularly concerned about the impact on Year 11, who 
would have been starting their actual GCSE exams in a week’s time.  It is difficult to advocate 

for continuing studying all subjects regardless of the fact that they will not be sitting final 
examinations.  At the moment our priority is to submit fair, evidence-based grades for every 

pupil in every subject ahead of the Government’s deadline.  However, once this is completed 
the staff will start to share transition packs aiming at helping our Year 11s move successfully 
onto A level studies.  We would recommend that pupils not only study the A levels that they 

have decided upon but also those subjects which are potential or back-up options. 
 
Careers Advice 

Careers advice is still available for our pupils, albeit in a different way given the current 
circumstances. Our school website has a dedicated careers section. Within this area a newly 
created area will host all the most up to date information and opportunities for our pupils. This 

area will be updated on a weekly basis, so keep checking for opportunities. It will be organised 
into easy-to-find order by ages. Our social media platforms will alert parents and pupils to any 
special careers news. North Tyneside Connexions Careers team, who work closely with us in 

school are still working remotely and Carol Myers, who is well-known to our pupils is available 
to support our pupils. Her details are available on our website. Unfortunately, our Year 12 work 
experience programme planned for later in the summer has been cancelled.  If you have any 

general careers questions then please contact the relevant school administrator and we will get 
back to you.  
 

Out of School Club 
Our Out Of School Club (OOSC) remains closed for the moment. We continue to receive lots of 
lovely messages from our OOSC parents and children. I know the OOSC staff really do 

appreciate these and look forward to welcoming all the children back in OOSC as soon as we 
are able to.  
 

This is a national uncertainty, not just Kings Priory one, but rest assured, we will act without 
any delay if the national circumstances change: we want to open and get back to normal, or a 
new normal, just as much as you do.  
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And Finally… 
Lots of very tricky decisions and logistical conundrums, I forecast, lie ahead, but I suspect one 

day we’ll look back and see that we were the generation of human beings who, with growing 
confidence, helped guide our teams of staff, our young people, our communities through this 
genuinely incomparable era. As the artist Peter McIntyre said: "Confidence comes not from 

always being right, but from not fearing to be wrong." 
 
I wish you all a good weekend.  

 
Best wishes, 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Philip Sanderson 

Principal 


