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Dear Parents, 

We have had a large number of enquiries from parents about potential school closures 

due to the Coronavirus. At this time, like all schools, we are following the advice of 

Public Health and we will continue to do so. School will remain open unless we are told 

to close by the authorities or unless we cannot continue to remain open safely following 

all advice and implementing a variety of Business Continuity arrangements. If you have 

concerns then please contact NHS 111 and not school, as health professionals will have 

access to the latest and most accurate advice. If you or your children are asked to self-

isolate, please do let school know.  

We have, of course, taken as many steps as possible to ensure more stringent hygiene 

and cleaning in school over the last few weeks, including asking pupils and staff to wash 

their hands more often and more regular cleaning of door handles, push plates and 

other areas of regular human contact. We are following all Public Health advice on this 

and to go into any further detail is beyond the scope of this communication, but please 

be reassured. We are currently putting in place contingency plans for the delivery of 

work and lessons for pupils if school has to close and these will be communicated with 

you if this happens.  

We will be speaking with Year 11 and Year 13 pupils to reassure them about exam 

preparation. At the present time the only communication from the examination boards 

and the Joint Council for Qualifications has said that they will continue to monitor the 

situation but that exam preparations should continue as normal. Again, we will let you 

know if this changes. Our plans for Easter Revision sessions are on hold until we have 

a clearer picture of what may happen. If your son/daughter does not have access to 

the internet please, in confidence, let us know.  Any work and learning-related 

resources, at this stage, we are planning to only need internet access on any device: 

there should be no need to print nor any need for specific software, for example. 

Kings Priory School has, as have all other schools, spent time planning for the event of 

closure and full preparations are in place to ensure the smoothest of transitions to this, 

if it is deemed necessary. If Kings Priory School does have to close it is likely that we 

will use our Website and Google Classroom as the ‘hub’ for setting work, receiving 

messages from pupils and submitting work. Therefore, you may wish to ensure that 

you have access to this as a parent. We are equally concerned for everyone’s welfare 

and education, but external national qualifications do play a role in our planning.  We 

have not forgotten about Year 6; however, to put pressure onto younger children at 

this point when the national picture around schools is unclear, is not sensible at this 

stage.  We will be considering all options and appropriate actions in the coming days, 

weeks and months. 
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Finally, I would like to thank those parents who have acted responsibly after returning 

from abroad or acting upon information or symptoms. We are very grateful for your 

collaboration. Conversely to this, can I please ask for unhelpful and unfounded rumours 

to stop. We are experiencing a very high volume of unnecessary – often aggressive – 

calls and visits to both receptions demanding answers, actions and comments on issues 

that are based on inaccurate or false information. This is scaremongering and very 

unhelpful. It is also taking up a disproportionate amount of staff time. 

I reassure you that we will communicate any information to you that we can. If there 

is anything you need to know we will act responsibly, follow all professional indemnified 

advice, and not delay communications or actions. Other than reporting absence and 

other necessary routine communication, unless you have really important information 

to share with the school regarding coronavirus, that is accurate and correct, please can 

I ask that you do not keep contacting the school to ask about rumours, updates nor to 

tell us what you think we should be or should not be doing. I understand why some are 

compelled to do this; however, at this point in time this approach can be problematic.  

We all hope that we will not need to take such drastic steps and that school will remain 

open as normal. However, I will continue to update you as we get further information.  

Thank you all for your continued support.  

 
Best wishes, 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Philip Sanderson 

Principal 
 


