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Dear Parents, 
 

It’s been another week of wall-to-wall of Zoom meetings and Microsoft Teams meetings. 
I’m not the greatest fan of these video conferencing meetings: my face was definitely made 
for radio. Is it me, or on many of these meetings, and, in fact, on television interviews it is 

becoming increasingly apparent that the participants seem to search out a spot with the 
most books behind them? Presumably, an attempt to look more intellectual than they 

sound. 
 
Like the rest of the country, I am eagerly awaiting the Prime Minister’s announcements, 

perhaps later today, but more likely over the weekend, which may outline how the lockdown 
restrictions are going to start to be eased.  From a Kings Priory School perspective, as you 

can imagine, we have scenarios planned for every possible option that the Senior 
Leadership Team have managed to dream up.  Whilst this has been a challenging, and 

mentally stimulating exercise, the reality is that no one really knows how the relaxing of 
restrictions is going to work for this school and our community at the moment.  I appreciate 
that many of you will have specific questions that you want to be answered as quickly as 

possible, but I am going to ask for a continuation of the exceptional patience, and support 
that so many of you have shown over the last few months.  As soon as we have some 

specifics on what the restriction relaxation will look like for schools, then the actual planning 
work can really start.  Currently, there are so many unknowns.  Just, for example sake, will 
the focus be on bringing Years 6, 10 and 12 back in, or on younger pupils to provide 

childcare coverage to help working parents?  Will this be mandated by central Government, 
or will Principals be empowered to make the right decision for their own school context?  

What is clear is that this will not be school as it was just a few months ago; we are expecting 
to possibly have significantly reduced classes, a mix of in-school and distance learning 
perhaps, catering and facilities will need to be modified to ensure social distancing 

measures are adhered to. From a hygiene point of view domestic services will have to 
respond to this.  In addition, we need to consider which staff will be able to return safely 

to work, as obviously anyone with a formal shielding notice needs to remain at home, and 
this could have an impact on teaching capacity in some subjects/year groups.  From a 
scheduling perspective, we are likely we may have to have to double or even triple up on 

in-school classroom teaching with the need for much smaller class sizes, and, in parallel, 
continue the focus on distance learning, all of which require high quality teaching support. 

 
As we await the Prime Minister’s announcement on the plans to relax the lockdown 
restrictions, there are several other topics I would like to cover this week 

 
General Enquiries:  Please can we ask that all general enquiries need to go through the 

relevant school email addresses and not in questions through Google Classroom nor 
Seesaw. This will allow us to address queries consistently and accurately by finding the 
most appropriate person to deal with any questions that may arise. Google Classroom and 

Seesaw are mechanisms for communication between pupil and teacher, not set up to 
efficiently handle general queries.  There is a risk that these may become lost in the system, 

so please use the established school channels which are set-up to handle the range of 
general enquiries. 
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Pupils’ email addresses:  If pupils have not already adjusted the email address to their 
school email for access to online platforms as requested previously, please can we request 

this is done by the start of next week (Monday 11 May). If anyone is struggling with this, 
please contact the relevant school email enquiry address and a member of staff will assist 

you in this.  
 
Year 7/8 tutor groups: for those pupils who haven’t joined the Google classroom (GC) 

for their tutor groups we would encourage you do as this is a fab way to interact with your 
friends and your tutor whilst not at school. GC codes were sent out at the beginning of the 

week via Parentmail. If you are struggling with accessing these please contact the Middle 
School via the KPSHeadMiddleSchool@KPS.woodard.co.uk email address. 
 

Careers: The ‘transition guidance’ section of the careers webpage is now live on the school 
website with a range of content to support our pupils during these challenging times. 

Headlines this week include some important updates for aspiring medics regarding UCAT 
exams, some health care related work experience and useful links to a range of virtual open 
day opportunities from higher education providers both in the UK and beyond. Please visit 

the school website for more details and look out for updates on our Twitter feeds. 
 

Easter Egg Competition (belatedly, sorry): congratulations to our Easter Egg Competition 
winners.  There were so many amazing designs this year – well done to everyone who took 

part.  In the First School: Anabelle Veitch and Henry Allan produced very convincing 
designs. And in the Middle School: Theo Alfar and Isobel Roderick impressed everyone.  
Keep an eye out for our next competition and challenges over the coming weeks. 

 
And finally, once again, you have my commitment that we will not reopen Kings Priory 

School from an educational perspective until we have firm plans in place, to ensure that 
our pupils and staff will be as safe as possible.  As I’m sure you will appreciate there is a 
significant amount of work needed to put the extensive range of interventions and 

adaptations in place to enable us to reopen safely.  Once we understand the specifics of 
the lockdown restriction relaxation, we will work on the details of the Kings Priory School 

reopening plans and share as soon as these are finalised. 
 
In the meantime, I wish you all a good Bank Holiday weekend.  

 
 

Best wishes, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Philip Sanderson 
Principal 
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