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Dear Parents, 

 
 

As we reach another Friday, I’m sure you’ve missed me, I wanted to provide a further 
update on the recent developments from a Kings Priory School perspective.  Apologies 
upfront, as this will be quite a lengthy overview, but please read through this carefully: the 

various topics will impact many of our pupils and families. And everything comes with the 
disclaimer that almost everything is subject to change and that I do not yet have all of the 

answers.  Everything is a work-in-progress and we are on it around the clock.  
 
Potential School Reopening for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6:  I know many of you 

will have questions following the Government guidance over the last few days about the 
potential to partially reopen schools.  I don’t have all of the answers to your questions at 

this stage, but thought it was prudent to recap what we know and what we are doing to 
ensure Kings Priory School will be able to open for educational provision, in as safe a way 

as possible.   
 
So far, we know that the Government wants to reopen schools for Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 6 potentially starting from 1 June 2020.  Ensuring everyone’s safety is our number 
one priority and will continue to drive any operational decisions.  Before any reopening 

occurs there needs to be a significant amount of planning and consideration, not just for 
teaching provision but also for cleaning, security, fire safety, first aid provision as well as 
catering and everything else that needs to be in place before we reopen to a limited 

number of KPS pupils for education. So, I wanted to share some of the interventions and 
preparations that we are already attempting put in place: 

 
• Classrooms are being measured and redesigned to maximise social distancing based 

on the government’s guidance  

• Extensive cleaning plan in place including during day provision, as well as after hours 
• Provision of hand sanitiser and tissues in each classroom, with a dedicated bin for 

tissue disposal 
• Soft furnishings are being removed wherever possible 
• Catering plans defined – lunches will most likely be delivered to each pupil at their 

allocated desk, and then cleaning will occur straight after lunch whilst they are out 
at play 

• One-way systems are being developed for both sites 
• Non-fire doors will be propped open, to avoid contact with their surfaces 
• Sourcing outdoor handwashing stations, and also converting other spaces into 

handwashing areas 
• Signage has been ordered to educate both pupils and adults in the new systems 

• Protocol for pick-up/drop-off is being developed 
• Out of School Club plans are being worked, current thinking is that we may be able 

to provide wrap-around care for children only on the days that they attend school 

(keeping them in their school social “bubble”) – it’s complicated…. 
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What is clear is that this will not be “school as normal”;   
 

• The school week is likely to be shorter for all pupils – possibly 2 days on site and 3 
days of distance learning 

• The school day may also be shorter for all pupils – although we are trying to schedule 
full day provision to help parents return to work 

• We are unlikely to be able to allow parents and other visitors into the school buildings 

• Routines such as the start of the day, play times/break times and the end of the day 
will be different 

• It is highly likely that your son/daughter will be taught in a classroom that is not 
“their classroom” 

• There is also a significant likelihood that your child will be taught by a teacher that 

is not “their teacher” 
 

I am very aware that these last three points are likely to cause the most “upset”, 
“disappointment” and possibly “distress”. Just as your children are missing their extended 
family, their grandparents and even parents, who may live in separate households, and to 

a lesser extent they will be missing school, their friends and their teachers.  The likelihood 
is that children will return to a classroom and a staff member that is not “theirs”.  It is likely 

that your child’s break time will be at a different time to their friends.  Just as we can’t 
have children playing out in the same way as they are used to, we cannot have the large 

numbers of children in the yard or field as we would ordinarily have.  Breaks “with all my 
friends” will just not be possible and breaktime activities will have to take social distancing 
into account too. I say all this so you can start to have these conversations with your sons 

and daughters to hopefully prepare them that this will not be school as they left it in March.  
 

Today there is a key meeting between the teaching union representatives and the 
Governments’ scientific advisors, which will hopefully provide some further clarity to further 
help define our plans.  In the interim to further help with our planning, I would really 

appreciate your feedback on likely attendance at school.   
 

Specifically: 
1. If your son or daughter is in Reception, Year 1, Year 6, Year 10 or Year 12 please 

complete the following form, by clicking on this link, to indicate if you plan for your 

child to return to school after Half Term.  We would really appreciate understanding 
how many pupils who could return to school may not due to medical or other parental 
concerns.  This is vital to help with our planning for those children that would like to 

return to school once it reopens.  Of course, we will continue to support distance 
learning for all of our pupils whether in school for part of the week, or not. 

 
2. In addition to those key year groups, we will continue to welcome pupils who have 

parents who are Front-Line Critical workers. If this applies to you, please can you 

complete the following form, link in as much detail as possible.  If you are a Front 

Line Critical worker and do not require your child to be in school you do not 

need to do anything. 
 

Enabling face to face time for Year 10 and Year 12 with their teachers:   

The Government also announced the desire to enable some face to face time between Years 
10 and 12 and their teachers but there were less details provided on how to do this.  While 

we will continue the extensive efforts on distance learning for all pupils, the Curriculum 
Team Leaders have been looking at the options to provide some on site time for Year 10 
and Year 12 during this term. To be transparent, we are not going to bring any of them 

back on site unless it is of clear value to both the pupils and the staff.  Currently, the 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rTHrKFwuMsA5c84IHPDAHVXTd8QfKYEi_gaNi91ktr8/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ApOK1Vpv9SZQkf3EZINVyX9BATWO4wdJxzCkwSfvleM/edit
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Curriculum Team Leaders and Phase leaders are assessing what is the work that really 
needs to be delivered in person. For example, science practicals, geography fieldwork, 

English speaking assessments (please see a separate letter for Year 10 from Miss 
Auld) and modern foreign languages to name but a few ideas and how best to manage this 

given all of the restrictions. We believe that this will be best delivered in small group 
tutorials, requiring attendance for only part of a specific day.  I appreciate this may raise 
concerns on the use of public transport so have included a link 

www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers to the 
relevant guidance for you.  If there is anyone who due to home location would benefit from 

a full day provision please don’t hesitate to contact us via 
KPSHeadSeniorSchool@kps.woodard.co.uk and we will try to accommodate this, if at all 
possible. Again, I caveat all of this with “if”, “buts” and “maybes”.  

 
Similar to the Primary School provision, as already mentioned above, we are also asking 

parents of Year 10 and Year 12 pupils to complete a short survey to enable us to further 

refine our planning for these year groups. Once again, here is the same link. 
 

Recommended grades for Year 13 and Year 11: I appreciate the focus of this update 

is on some of the other years, but I don’t want to forget our Year 13 and Year 11 pupils 
who would be in the middle of sitting their external examinations now. In fact, today should 
have been our Year 13s last day at KPS.  Traditionally, this is the Sixth Form “Daft Day” 

and much as many of the teachers will appreciate not being made fools of, it is a very 
poignant and emotional reminder that our Year 13s and some of our Year 11s had a very 

swift, unexpected exit in the middle of March. So there was no opportunity, so sadly, for 
their bizarre antics.  We are hoping that restrictions will have relaxed enough for them to 
return in person to collect their examination results in August.  On that point, I want to 

reassure you that in line with the revised examination guidance, we are preparing a 
submission of recommended grades for each pupil, in each subject that they were due to 

sit.  The government will now take the recommended grades from all schools/colleges and 
will adjust these to ensure that pupils are neither over nor under recognised versus national 
expected outcomes.  We don’t know what this standardisation will look like, so in reality it 

will be just like a normal Results Day as we don’t know what individual pupils will achieve 
until the official results are sent back.  For Year 13, results day is Thursday 13 August and 

for Year 11 it is Thursday 20 August.  As usual, we hope it is possible by then that there 
will be many of our staff on hand ready to help anyone with questions or concerns upon 
receipt of their results.  We will share more details about the actual format of the Results 

Days closer to the time.  I appreciate it is very tempting to ask staff what grades were 
recommended for individual pupils; however, I do need to remind you that we are not 

allowed to share any details of these.  In fact, if we did it would likely jeopardise all of the 
recommended grades submitted from KPS.  Also, just as a reminder there is no formal 
appeal process either from an individual pupil or a school perspective.  The only option is 

to sit some form of exams in either Autumn or in Summer 2021, but we are hoping that all 
of our pupils will be successful in their university/further education applications, in what 

can only be described as very unsettling circumstances. We feel for our pupils and families 
in this circumstance. 
 

Additional Needs Learning Support: We continue to be mindful that, for a variety of 
reasons, some pupils will be finding the current situation in the world very difficult to 

understand and therefore their ‘learning brains’ may not be as switched on as they would 
be on a normal school day.  We understand that this is a particularly difficult time for many 

people and realise that the process of distance learning will be presenting different 
challenges for many of our families.  If you feel that it would be beneficial for a member of 
the additional needs department to call you to discuss how we may be able to support your 

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
mailto:KPSHeadSeniorSchool@kps.woodard.co.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rTHrKFwuMsA5c84IHPDAHVXTd8QfKYEi_gaNi91ktr8/edit
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child then please email Miss Hogg at kpssen@kps.woodard.co.uk.   If you would like to 
receive a call over the next fortnight then please let us know and you will then receive an 

email response letting you know which day to expect a call.  We will endeavour to ensure 
that the member of the staff who is calling you knows your child well and has experience 

of working in the Key Stage that your child is in.  Therefore, if you can give us some 
information within your email about the nature of the challenges that you are facing then 
this will allow the team to do some preparatory work before the phone call and, where 

necessary, communicate with other relevant staff.  Whilst we do want to offer as much 
support as possible, we do not want to be overbearing in our communication.  Therefore, 

if you already have a member of staff that you communicate with regularly in school then 
we may feel that they are best placed to return your call, following communication and 
collaborative discussions with the additional needs department.  We will always be fully 

understanding and supportive of families as we know that everyone’s circumstances are 
different and that we are in an unknown situation.  With all these challenges facing our 

pupils, it is fully understandable that some pupils may find it difficult to access their school 
work without the input of their teachers or support in school and therefore we will offer as 
much support as we can with the current restrictions that we face. 

 
And finally…. 

On a lighter note, I do want to share with you the attached video prepared by some of the 
staff at Kings Priory School to celebrate all of our pupils who are behaving as absolute 

heroes through this uncertain and highly unsettling time.  Please click HERE to access the 
video. I’m sure Stephen Spielberg and Simon Cowell will not be able to contain themselves 
in wanting to get in touch with some of our staff…. 

 
In closing, I just want to recognise that everyone is doing an amazing job in adapting to 

the “new normal”.  It has brought significant challenges for many of us, and no one has the 
same background context but I genuinely just wanted to say thank you to parents, 
grandparents, pupils and the wider community for all of the support that you have given to 

the staff and myself during this time.  We don’t have all of the answers and I appreciate 
that can be frustrating at times but I can assure you that everyone is doing their very best 

to ensure that we continue the education and childcare provision for our pupils to the very 
best of our abilities.  With hindsight, closing the school was a far easier exercise than 
reopening it.  At the time, it did not feel like this with so many unanswered questions; 

however, we achieved it and in a very smooth, supportive way, so we need to reapply this 
now to the significantly harder task of starting to look at reopening KPS from an education 

perspective. 
 
Best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Philip Sanderson 
Principal 

mailto:kpssen@kps.woodard.co.uk
https://youtu.be/C4ZT_ho5VKM

