
 

 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 

Date: September 2021 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Now that the first term of the new academic year is well under way, we thought it 
would be helpful to update parents on the process that schools are now following 
to manage COVID-19 cases in schools and the actions that parents may be 
required to take. 
 
The Government and the Department for Education has set out the new approach 
schools should take for this academic year. Understandably these changes have 
caused some confusion and anxiety. We hope this letter helps explain these 
changes.  

The aim of step 4 of the Government Roadmap for dealing with the pandemic is that 
we should learn to live with the virus. Part of this approach is an important imperative 
to reduce the disruption to children and young people’s education.   

As a result of revised legislation children and young people under the age of 18 
years and 6 months no longer need to self-isolate if they are a close contact of a 
positive case, providing they have no symptoms of COVID-19.  On this basis 
schools are no longer required to undertake contact tracing.  All contact tracing is 
now carried out by NHS Test and Trace. 

The advice for people with symptoms of Covid-19 remains unchanged. Any adult 
or child who develops a high temperature, new continuous cough or a loss or 
change to sense of smell or taste must not attend school and must self-isolate 
immediately in line with national guidance.  They are advised to take a PCR test. 

We would continue to encourage all pupils without symptoms over the age 12 to 
carry out twice weekly LFD tests to help minimise the spread in schools. 

If an outbreak is identified in a school the Headteacher will work closely with North 
Tyneside Council’s Public Health team and the Health Protection Team at UK Health 
Security Agency (formerly Public Health England) to consider appropriate actions 
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and additional measures required such as encouraging close contacts to seek a 
PCR test.  You will be kept informed if there is any impact for your child. 

It is important that children attend school for their education, wellbeing, mental health 
and long-term development. Even if you become aware that there has been a case 
in your child’s class, your child should continue to attend school.  The current 
research evidence clearly shows that children and young people have a very low risk 
of health harm from COVID-19.   
 
We have been delighted to hear reports of children and pupils returning to school 
filled with enthusiasm and optimism for the year ahead and we hope that all the 
children and young people across the borough thrive this year with less disruption 
to their education. 
 
 
 Yours faithfully 

     
Wendy Burke      Diane Buckle 
Director of Public Health    Assistant Director for Education 
    

  
 
 
 
 


