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Dear Parents, 
 

This week saw a significant change on both sites, as we welcomed back almost 200 pupils 
to school.  As lockdown restrictions are starting to lift, we have more pupils of key workers 
returning for childcare provision as well as many of our Reception, Year 1 and Year 6.  

Despite the social distancing restrictions implemented across the school, I need to sincerely 
thank the staff who all went out of their way to make the return to school as easy as 

possible this week including costumes, balloons and most importantly smiling faces.  I also 
want to congratulate our pupils, who despite their relatively young ages, were amazing in 
complying with the new processes and procedures which have had to be implemented in 

their absence.  We will continue to review both on and off site provision, including domestic 
arrangements.  Can I also clarify that all pupils on Percy Park Road Site, Bubble and Key 

worker allocation, will be offered a nutritious meal that complies with national school food 
standards.  The choice of the day will be discussed with pupils each morning and choices 

of dessert decided.  These will continue to be delivered to the classrooms and have proved 
very popular this week and will be charged in the normal way.  
 

Whilst this is the welcome start of our return to school, I do need to reinforce that we will 

only increase the number of pupils in school at the right time.  Currently, there is no 
Government guidance for any additional years to return this term.  I have asked the 
question to the Department for Education and was explained I need to stick to the guidance 

for national parity.  However, we are working on plans, behind the scenes, to be able to 
offer some transition opportunity for Year 4, still this term, and will continue to push for 

permission from the DfE.  Year 4 to Year 5 is an important milestone in Kings Priory School 
and while we would all like to be able to offer this, it has to be fully considered and 
consistent with the overall risk assessment to ensure that we try to keep everyone as safe 

as possible. 
 

Also, I appreciate that September seems a long way off at the moment, but it is clear that 
we will not be returning to school “as normal” by then.  So, I wanted to provide some 
reassurance that we are actively working a series of options to make sure we are prepared.  

As yet, there has been no Government guidance issued, although there are calls for a 
National strategy to be released.  Obviously, if this happens, we will comply with the 

requirements; however, we want to ensure that the plans really work for our school, so 
extensive planning is already underway considering a range of different scenarios. 

 
Over the last three months, we have been able to provide childcare support for our key 
workers, including over the school holidays.  Some of today’s media focuses on the 

Government direction that this will not continue over the Summer Holidays.  At Kings Priory 
School, we are very lucky to have an exceptional Out of School Club.  This team are working 

hard to be able to open for four weeks of the summer which we hope will help many parents, 
not just key workers as more people return to work.  A separate communication has already 
been sent out outlining the programme and how to register your child(ren).  If you need 

any further information on this, please contact: mailto:oosc@kps.woodard.co.uk. 
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Please also note that Key Worker provision for the remainder of this term is being managed 
by Mrs Taylor: sarah.taylor@kps.woodard.co.uk. So please do use this email address rather 

than anything else I previously told you.  
 

We are looking forward to welcoming Year 10 and Year 12 back next week.  Everyone in 
these year groups should have received individual information about days/times/lessons 
etc.  As a reminder, we are planning to run specific subject-based lessons rather than just 

offering informal connections with their teachers.  However, I do want to remind everyone 
that our online support for Careers Information, Education and Guidance is still accessible:  

 
• For any interested Year 9s and 10s that were unable to engage with the ‘My Week 

of Work’ online work experience programme last week (the lessons and google 

classroom for this remain available for them to access for the rest of the term). 
 

• Also both Newcastle and Northumbria Universities have reaffirmed the details of the 
excellent support packages they have on offer for Year 12 and Year 13 students who 
may be considering university applications in the near future and as we edge closer 

to the end of this academic year and the beginning of the next – the latest details 
on a range of apprenticeship opportunities continue to flood in. 

 

• As usual, all this and more is available on our careers transition webpage. 
 
And finally, from Monday 15 June for Years 9 and 10 the PE Faculty are offering Activity 

Challenge. This will be co-ordinated by the PE staff via a new Google classroom and feature: 
an activity challenge, which will add to the school’s current distance goal (we are seeing 

how far we can virtually get); a virtual school Sports Day; The Tyne and Wear Games 
virtual Sports Day; and, National Sports Week at Home (Saturday 20 - Friday 26 June). 
 

In a nutshell, the challenge is to post physical activity onto the Google classroom to see 
where tutor groups, year groups, chapters and schools can reach over this period. To follow 

the challenges, please log into the google classroom with the relevant year group code:  
• Year 9: nkby66o 

• Year 10: owdngec 
 
Remember, it is still very important to social distance when out and about. And, please, 

don’t forget the rules of the challenges! 
 

As always, I wish you the very best for the upcoming weekend.  We will continue to send 
out regular updates to hopefully keep everyone up to date with developments, in what is a 
far from normal situation. 

 
Best wishes, 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Philip Sanderson 
Principal 

mailto:sarah.taylor@kps.woodard.co.uk
https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/1809/careers-transition-guidance

