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Dear Parents, 

 

As we approach another weekend, I just wanted to provide the usual update on school activities 

from this week. 

 

Although before we do this, I wanted to thank everyone who turned up this morning to pay their 

respects to Brian Lowes.  Brian was our highly dedicated School Crossing Patrol officer for many 

years, and a very familiar face around Tynemouth Village.  Sadly, Brian passed away earlier this 

month, but his funeral procession drove past his crossing point this morning, and it was superb to 

see so many of you lining the streets to pay your last respects to him. 

 

We close another busy week at Kings Priory School.  On site, we have had most of Reception, Year 

1, Year 6, Year 10 and Year 12.  This is in addition to the on-going distance learning. 

 

Parent Survey on Distance Learning:  

Thank you to everyone who completed the questionnaires.  It was very reassuring to know that the 

majority of parents are satisfied with the support offered by school with regards to distance 

learning.  Teachers have worked tremendously hard and I am grateful for their dedication and 

commitment.  The feedback has been very useful in helping us to shape provision for the final weeks 

of term, tailoring our approach wherever possible to better meet your needs.   

 

Although we are very much hoping to welcome back all pupils on a full-time basis from September, 

transparently we don’t know if this will be feasible as the Government guidance has not been 

released.  We are expecting further details next week.  So, alongside planning for a full return of 

pupils, we will also continue to design a distance learning package in case this is necessary. Feedback 

from the survey will further support this.   

 

To summarise the recent changes in our distance learning provision:  

• All pupils can access an increased number of recorded videos or audio clips to support 

learning. 

o These uploads also include additional teaching points and are designed to improve 

motivation to complete tasks and pupil well-being. 

 

• Between now and the end of term pupils in non-returning year groups in the First and 

Middle School will have the opportunity to take part in a Google Meet each week. 

o These “meetings” have been very well received by pupils and teachers alike and it has 

been a joy to hear about the pupils interacting, albeit remotely. 

 

o Also, pupils in non-returning year groups in the First School and Middle School will 

receive a phone call from their teacher, Phase Leader or Head of Year between now 

and the end of term if you have indicated that this is something your child would 

appreciate. 

 

• Parents of pupils in Year 9 were asked if they would like an on-site meeting or a phone call 

from a member of staff. Those who have requested this or, indeed, the school would like to 

have contact with you, this has been actioned.   

 

In addition, we are hoping to mark the end of term in the best way that we can with transition 

activities and an end of term message, delivered virtually, to pupils.   
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In the survey there were a small number of parents who requested that lessons could be provided 

via livestreaming.  This is something that we have given great consideration to.  However, we 

have decided not to do this.  I appreciate that the idea seems initially attractive, but it would be 

unfair to some of our pupils, and would place increased pressure on both parents and teaching staff.  

We are trying to make it as easy as possible for the greatest number of pupils to keep up with their 

learning but are aware that not every pupil has access to a device at all times of the day as often 

technology is shared among a number of family members.  Our approach is to use more pre-recorded 

videos as these can be accessed at a time that is convenient for the pupil and can also be revisited 

at a later date, if needed. There are also safeguarding concerns with livestreaming lessons both for 

the pupils as well as the teaching staff and mitigating these would put increased pressure on parents.  

For example, an adult must be present with each pupil, along with two teachers in each lesson.  Our 

position is not unusual; from a recent survey by Tapp while 64% of state schools were using an 

online learning platform such as Google Classroom or Seesaw to set or collect work, just 2% were 

using livestreaming.   

 

Head of Year appointments: 

We are delighted to announce four new Head of Year appointments.  These officially start in 

September 2020, but detailed transitions are already underway to make sure everyone is fully 

prepared.  The Senior School appointments are as follows: 

 

Sixth Form: Mr Stuart Capstick 

Year 11: Mr James Hand 

Year 10: Mr Ben Maddox 

Year 9: Mr Chris Gibbs 

 

We want to thank the current Heads of Year who are either leaving our school for retirement; Ms 

Shona Smith, or embarking on an international adventure; Ms Laura Dunn.  Also, our thanks to Mr 

Nick Hunter, who is standing down as Head of Sixth Form but will continue teaching Physics.  A letter 

outlining tutor group changes in the Senior School will be issued shortly. 

 

Also, I wanted to take the opportunity to thank everyone who has been involved with the childcare 

provision for key workers.  We have successfully offered this on a 5-day per week basis since March, 

including Bank holidays and school holidays.  We have confirmation from the Government that this 

will not continue over the Summer holidays.  However, at Kings Priory School, we are very lucky to 

have an exceptional Out of School Club which will be open for four weeks and can continue supporting 

pupils of our key workers.  

 

And finally, we kindly ask that all pupils up to Year 6 bring in a soft tennis ball from home. This 

should have the pupil’s initials on and should be left in their bubble room, remaining on the school 

site. Pupils have been reminded that this will be theirs to use when outside but not shared. We are 

able to supply a small number of tennis balls for those unable to bring their own in; they will get to 

keep this for the time that we have left in school.  

 

Many of you may have seen that Tynemouth has been exceptionally busy over recent days, with 

people enjoying the sunshine. Despite the approach to lift certain aspects of the lockdown it is 

important that we continue to remind our young people (and adults) both in and out of school that 

we are not out of the woods with regards to the transmission of this virus, so please continue to be 

safe and sensible when out and about. I wish you all the very best for the upcoming weekend, 

whatever you have chosen to do. 

 

Best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Sanderson 

Principal 


