
 

 

of your own learning. “ ...take responsibility 

Design 
Is Product Design for you?  

The new specification for AQA Product Design offers a 

2 year linear A Level course, meaning students 

complete 2 written exams in the summer of Year 13, 

each worth 25% of the overall grade, and submit a Non

-Exam Assessment (NEA) in Year 13 which is worth 

50% of their final A Level grade. 

Year 12: 

During Year 12 students seek to improve and develop 

their existing skills gained from studying Design 

Technology at GCSE and expand their experience of 

the subject by visiting new topic areas and learning to 

work much more independently. This is taught through 

a range of techniques from project work, much like 

their NEA at GCSE, theory lessons, product 

investigations, challenges and independent tasks. 

Project work will reflect the skills required to complete 

their NEA coursework, developing research and design 

skills before creating a 3D prototype of their ideas 

within the workshop using a range of hand tools and 

machinery, and also CADCAM processes such as the 

laser cutter and 3D design programs. 

 

 

 

As A Level students they are given a lot more freedom 

to realise their own creativity and style, and are 

encouraged to explore the subject and their skills 

outside of the classroom. 

Year 13: 

Year 13 focuses heavily on completing the NEA 

coursework which they will have begun at the end of 

Year 12. Unlike previous projects students are able to 

choose their own design brief and context, with 

guidance of staff. This allows students to really engage 

in areas they are interested in from furniture or product 

design to architecture or engineering. It also provides 

an excellent opportunity to focus on a key area of 

design that could later be used to support applications 

such as university personal statements, even for non-

design related courses to really evidence a genuine 

interest and also prove prior knowledge and 

experience.  

 

Technology 

 

transferable skills. “ ...wide range of 

Career Opportunities  

Design subjects are often underrated in the skills they 

provide employees due to the wide range of 

transferable skills gained. A Level Product Design 

prepares students for a variety of University courses 

including, but not limited to; 3D Design, Architecture, 

Interior and spatial Design, Graphic Design, Textiles, 

Fashion Design, Video Game Design, Jewellery 

Design and numerous fields of Engineering.  

The course can also be very advantageous for 

students considering careers in professions such as: 

Marketing, Advertising and Skilled Trades.  

 

 

 

 

Requirements  

It is advised four students to have achieved a B grade 

or above in Product Design or Resistant Materials at 

GCSE grade due to the increased level of demand of 

the AS and A Level courses. 


