
 

 

to debate ideas. “ ...for those who love 

English 
English Literature (OCR English Literature) is a course 

designed for those who love to debate ideas, for this is 

the subject matter of the texts you will read, study, 

discuss and respond to.  

For the most part, your teachers will expect you to read 

outside the classroom and to bring ideas with you to 

lessons. 

At A Level you are asked to look at your texts in the 

contexts of the writers themselves; their philosophical, 

religious or political views; how their work has been 

interpreted by different audiences; their importance to 

other writers, to the literary establishment or to you.  

You will be expected to make your own assumptions 

about texts and to bring new and fresh ideas to 

lessons.  

Course Outline 

Component 1 

Drama and Poetry  

Pre-1900 

Examined Unit: 2 hours and 30 minutes 

 

 

 

This is a close study of one Shakespeare play and a 

comparative study of two further Pre-1900 texts.  

Set texts for Shakespeare:  

• Measure for Measure 

• Coriolanus 

• Richard III 

• The Tempest 

• Twelfth Night 

Pre 1900 Drama: 

• Christopher Marlowe: Edward II 

• John Webster: The Duchess of Malfi 

• Oliver Goldsmith: She Stoops to Conquer 

• Henrik Ibsen: A Doll’s House 

• Oscar Wilde: An Ideal Husband 

Pre 1900 Poetry: 

• Geoffrey Chaucer: 

The Merchant’s Prologue and Tale 

 

Literature 
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• John Milton: Paradise Lost Books 9 & 10 

• Samuel Taylor Coleridge: Selected Poems* 

• Alfred, Lord Tennyson: Maud 

• Christina Rossetti: Selected Poems* 

Component 2   

Comparative and Contextual Study 

Examined Unit: 2 hours and 30 minutes 

In this unit you will study a range of set texts from a 

themed cluster, in the exam you will answer one 

unseen question on a text which shares the 

characteristics of that cluster and one comparative 

question based around the set texts you have studied. 

One of those texts will be a taught text and one can be 

chosen independently from an approved list. 

Theme:  

Women in Literature 

Students study Mrs Dalloway (Woolf) and The Bell Jar 

(Plath) as set texts for the exam. 

They have a programme of secondary reading which 

they will need to complete independently.  

Component 3   

Literature Post 1900 

Coursework: Internally Assessed 

In this unit you will write two assessed pieces: 

A recreative piece or close commentary on a short 

extract from  a larger text and a comparative piece on 

two texts 

Text Choices 

These are at the discretion of the teacher and will not 

overlap with any examined texts. 

Current students are studying The History Boys for 

task one, with a poet and an independent text choice 

for task two.  

 


