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French 
The study of a modern language is understood to be 

an interdisciplinary subject offering the same cognitive 

and academic advantages as other disciplines within 

the humanities.  

In addition to high level practical language skills, the 

content of the course in modern languages provides 

depth of knowledge, understanding and intercultural 

competence and fosters a range of transferable skills 

such as communication skills, critical thinking, 

autonomy, resourcefulness, creativity, and linguistic, 

cultural and cognitive flexibility; all of which are of value 

to the individual, to wider society, to higher education 

and to employers.  

The content in a modern language has been designed 

to be of relevance to students of all disciplines, whether 

they intend to progress to further study in the subject or 

not. It will provide a robust foundation for those wishing 

to study a modern language to degree level or 

equivalent.  

What does the course involve? 

A Level teaching is normally divided between two 

subject teachers so that students have the opportunity 

to experience a range of teaching and learning styles.   

In addition to the timetabled classes, students are 

expected to not only complete tasks set by their 

respective teachers but also to independently engage 

with target language material of general interest or of 

relevance to topics studied.   

Students can expect the majority of the course to be 

delivered in French and must be prepared to 

communicate in the target language with the teacher 

and the rest of the class.  

What will I study? 

The first part of the course is dedicated to bridging the 

gap between GCSE and A Level, whereby core 

grammatical concepts and vocabulary are consolidated 

as new grammar is introduced. 

Year 1 of the course will cover: 

Aspects of French-speaking society: Current 

trends such as the changing nature of family, ‘cyber-

society’ and the place of voluntary work 

Artistic culture in the French-speaking world: The 

study of French cultural heritage, contemporary 

francophone music and cinema. 
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The study of a French film/text: La Haine by 

Mathieu Kassovitz. 

Year 2 of the course will cover: 

Aspects of French-speaking society: Current 

issues such as immigration, marginalisation and crime. 

Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world: The 

study of today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens, as well as 

monarchies, republics and dictatorships and popular 

movements. 

The further study of a French film: La Haine by 

Mathieu Kassovitz. 

The study of a literary text: Kiffe Kiffe Demain by 

Faïza Guène 

An individual research project in which students 

identify a subject or key question which is of interest to 

them and which relates to a country where French is 

spoken.  They must conduct research into their chosen 

area and analyse selected material in French using a 

range of sources including the internet.  They will 

present and discuss their findings in the A-level 

speaking exam. 

How is this course assessed? 

The course is assessed with a Listening, Reading and 

Translation paper on the topics studied, an additional 

Writing paper on the cinematographic/literary work 

studied and a Speaking exam on the topics studied. 

Future opportunities 

After study at GCSE level, you will be aware of the 

importance of Modern Languages in today’s world of 

international communication. Proficiency in a language 

is an increasingly sought after skill.  This course aims 

to take your knowledge of the language and the culture 

to a more advanced level, preparing you for 

international travel, the world of work or higher 

education.  

Indeed, many of our A Level Modern Languages 

alumni have gone on to complete work placements or 

University study periods in countries all around the 

world, including France, Germany, Spain, Morocco, 

Austria, Guadeloupe and Chile. 

Course Requirements  

The minimum requirement for the course is a GCSE 

grade 6 or above, as the course requires students to 

already possess a good knowledge of GCSE 

grammatical concepts and a broad base of topic-

vocabulary.   

The ability to work independently and to engage with 

target language sources outside of the classroom is 

particularly important in Modern Languages. 


