
 

 

“ ...critique and evaluate the 
philosophies and ethics. 

Psychology 
Psychology is the scientific study of how humans and 

animals behave and how their minds work.  

The human mind is the most complex machine on 

earth and is the source of all thought and behaviour.  

Studying psychology will give you a real understanding 

of how science works, as well as a greater 

understanding of yourself and others.  

 Throughout the course, you will be introduced to many 

examples of psychological studies; some of which you 

will be able to try out for yourselves during practical 

sessions.  

You will also consider the different psychological 

approaches used by different psychologists to explain 

behaviour.   

At least one trip is offered each year. Venues change 

depending on what is available, but recent psychology 

visits have included a Psychology and Pseudoscience 

conference in Edinburgh, and a trip to see Derren 

Brown in Newcastle.  

Possible future trips could include a trip to London. 

 

 

 

This is a full A Level course spanning two years.  You 

will study the AQA specification.  

The topics studied are: 

Year 1  

• Social Influence 

• Memory 

• Attachment 

• Psychopathology (abnormality) 

• Approaches in Psychology  

• Research methods 

Year 2 

• Issues and Debates in Psychology 

• Cognitive Development 

• Schizophrenia 

• Addiction 

• Biopsychology 

• Research methods 

 

 

transferrable skills. “ ...develops a wide range of  

The exam papers will contain a mix of multiple choice, 

short answer and extended writing.  

There will be three papers taken in the summer of 

Year 13; each is 2 hours long. 

No previous knowledge of psychology is required for A 

Level psychology. However you do need at least a 

grade 5 GCSE pass in Maths, English and Science. 

Psychology is very popular within Kings Priory School 

and the results are excellent.  

Many of our students do go on to study Psychology at 

University, but for those who are interested in 

alternative paths of study, psychology is useful in 

terms of the many transferable skills it teaches.  

Psychology is useful for a range of careers.  

Psychologists work in many different fields including 

health, sport, education, criminal justice, research, 

medicine or linguistics, to name just a few. However, 

many people with psychology degrees do not go on to 

become psychologists.  

Psychology is valued by many employers as it gives 

you a range of skills such as conducting research, 

analysing information, report writing and critical 

thinking. 

If you have any queries regarding studying Psychology 

in the Sixth Form then please see Mr Capstick.  


