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From The Principal 

Philip Sanderson, MA (Oxon), MSt, PGCE, NPQH 

Our Ref: PSA/sj 

 

16 March 2020 

 

Dear Parent, 

 

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 

Thank you for your continued support around the above national and international issue. This is 

a time of uncertainty for many and Kings Priory School is working within the guidelines set out 

by Public Health England and the Department of Education. With this in mind we are taking as 

many measures as we can to safeguard against risks associated with the health and wellbeing 

of our pupils and staff. A number of these will impact parents directly so we feel it is sensible to 

let you know of these additional measures since our last communication on Friday. 

 

INFORMATION YOU NEED TO KNOW: 

Year 5/6 Parents’ Evening (night two) Thursday 19 March 2020 and  

Reception to Year 4 Parents’ Evening (Night one) Wednesday 25 March 2020: 

Due to these being one of two Parents’ Evenings of the year, these evenings will be cancelled. 

Where we feel there are issues needing to be discussed a member of staff will contact the 

relevant family. If in turn you feel you have an urgent need to be addressed, please email as 

normal to your Year Group administrator. 

 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening Thursday 26 March 2020: 

The Year 10 Parents’ Evening will be postponed until the Summer Term. Further details around 

dates will be circulated when appropriate; however, all pupils in Year 10 will still receive their 

grade card. If School feel there is a need for contact with any parent individually this will be 

done by telephone or email. As in the Middle and First Schools, if you, as a parent are concerned, 

please follow our normal communication procedures.  Depending on need we will have to triage 

these communications and do our best, so please be patient. 

 

Primary Class Assemblies: 

All Class Assemblies in the First School will be postponed from tomorrow, Tuesday 17 March 

2020, and alternative dates will be published when it is deemed appropriate.  

 

Sports Fixtures: 

A number of sporting fixtures have already been cancelled and we are taking advice from 

governing bodies. Mr Nicholson and Mr Snow will be reviewing these daily and updating pupils 

and parents accordingly. 

 

Reception Pupil Vision Screening: Thursday 18 March 

We are currently awaiting confirmation from North Tyneside as to whether this will proceed. 

 

Other cancelled events during the next two weeks include: 

• Year 4 Robinwood meeting: Wednesday 18 March 

• Senior and Middle School Open Mic Nights: Wednesday 18 and Thursday 19 March  

• Year 1 Grandparents afternoon: Thursday 19 March  

• PTA fancy dress and clothing sale: Wednesday 25 March 

• A range of visits  

 

As a school we will be reducing the number face-to-face parent meetings as an interim measure 

wherever possible. If you had a meeting calendared for this week and have not been contacted, 

assume your meeting will go ahead at this point in time.  

 

RATIONALE: 

The rationale behind the above decisions is twofold: 

• We are trying to do what we can to maintain the wellbeing of the staff so that we may continue 

to deliver education and care to our pupils.  
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• To limit the number of people coming into Kings Priory School who have ‘other lives’ external 

to Kings Priory School. We hope this will play some form of role in decreasing our school 

community’s contact with the outside world.  

 

These are measures to support wellbeing to increase our ability to deliver the school’s core 

business in a safe, sensible and orderly manner with little impact on the education of pupils. 

 

And finally today, I would like to thank you for your feedback and support and for those members 

of our community who have acted responsibly. I reassure you, once again, that we are following 

advice carefully, seriously and robustly. We are also, as this letter outlines, taking some 

additional precautions to reduce external contact, like many other organisations and businesses 

are doing nationally and globally. As you will understand, we do not have the options that other 

businesses have and need to work within what is practicable and safe. It is difficult in these 

circumstances to have a long-term plan.  

 

For now, the Chief Medical Officer has advised that the impact of closing schools on both 

children’s education and on the workforce would be substantial, but the benefit to public health 

may not be. Decisions on future advice to education or children’s social care settings will be 

taken based on the latest and best scientific evidence, which at this stage suggests children are 

a lower risk group. That said, we have been in the middle of some advice and then it has 

changed. Please be reassured again that we are doing everything we can in line with professional 

indemnified advice. Anything we are unsure about, or we receive information, we take 

professional advice about the next steps whatever that information may be. To be clear: this is 

not Kings Priory’s advice nor our own unique way of dealing with things. It is national advice 

that every school, education and childcare provider is required to follow. I explain all of this, 

which most of you know anyway, as I have asked for your co-operation on Friday regarding 

false information, rumours and rude and aggressive parents telling the school what they think 

the school should or should not, in their view, be doing. Unfortunately, due to a small minority 

of parents continuing to create issues, I now have to insist you do not contact the school with 

these suggestions or complaints. We are doing everything we can in the right way. Kings Priory 

School would like to continue to have the opportunity to always maximise our ability to keep 

everyone safe, healthy and well, whist at the same time continue to deliver education. Please 

do not compromise this, by regularly telling our staff what they should be doing. 

 

We will continue to communicate appropriately, responsibly and without delay if necessary. 

Despite a large number of requests, we will not commit to a daily update nor to any other 

material promises to avoid expectations that may not be appropriate nor always be manageable. 

The only promise we can make is to continue to do our absolute best. Kings Priory School’s staff 

are highly committed professionals who will work tirelessly even in the most challenging of 

times. 

 

I wish all families a good evening and we all await to see what tomorrow brings. Please look 

after yourselves. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Sanderson 

Principal 


