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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
The year continues at an incredible pace; it is hard to believe, but we only have one more 
week of this academic year left.  Despite the current challenges, we are working hard to 

prepare for next year and I wanted to cover some relevant topics in this week’s update.   
 

Year 4 Transition: Kings Priory School is relatively unique, nationally, in that Year 4 to 
Year 5 is a significant transition point, at the same school, for our pupils as they change 
site.  It can be a concern for some, moving from a school site where they are the “biggest” 

children to one where they are definitely the “smallest” and probably seem outnumbered 
by the Senior School and Sixth Form.  Every year we invest time to ensure that they have 

experienced their new site in a positive way before they return in September.  I can confirm 
that this perception lasts about five minutes for most pupils and very quickly this becomes 

a non-issue.  
 
It has been lovely to welcome our Year 4 pupils onto Huntington Place site over the last 

two weeks for a transition morning or afternoon.  There were lots of happy faces walking 
through the gates and the pupils were all very excited to meet their new teacher, learn 

more about Huntington Place site and most importantly see their classmates again.  Our 
transition programme has obviously had to look somewhat different this year, but we hope 
that pupils and parents from transition year groups have found the virtual tours, virtual 

parent presentations and other electronic information to be helpful in preparing pupils for 
their next step with us.   
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Senior School/Sixth Form:  We continued with the on-site programme for Year 10 and 
Year 12 this week.  Next week is their final week. And for Year 10, we will switch to option-

based lessons rather than English, Maths and Science.  Year 12 will continue with their 
specific subject lessons.  I have to commend the behaviour and attitude from our returning 

pupils.  This is not school as they left it in March, but everyone has behaved impeccably.  
In addition, we also successfully ran UCAS sessions for Year 12, and have some of Year 9 
starting to return for one-to-one meetings. 

 
As we near the end of term, the careers opportunities continue to evolve.  In the past few 

weeks several universities have made online toolkits available to support sixth formers with 
a wide range of topics related to their future choices: from guidance on writing personal 
statements, through to student finance. Although many of these programmes have started, 

recordings of earlier sessions remain available so students can access these at any time.  
This will serve as an excellent addition to the work that Year 12 are beginning to do in their 

dedicated UCAS support sessions which began this week. 
 
Speakers for Schools offer two excellent options: 

• VWEX – which is a portal to a range of online work experience offers from often ‘hard 
to reach’ employers. 

• Vtalks - twice daily live careers talks from a range of sectors, 2pm-5pm Monday – 
Friday. 

 
The Virtual Open days continue to flood in, with Oxford University amongst others having 
held theirs last week and London School of Economics (for Law only), Aberystwyth, the 

University of Lincoln and many more scheduled for next week. 
 

Finally, for our prospective medics – registration for UCAT testing has opened for Year 12s 
considering reading medicine at certain institutions in 2021; Future Doctors Week begins 
in earnest online on the 20th July and Oxford University are offering a free personal 

statement guide to support students with their medical applications.  As usual, the details 
of all of this and more is available on our careers transition webpage. 

 
Out of School Club – Summer Club: Following further updates to the Government 
guidance we are refining the plans for our OOSC Summer Club. These are expected to be 

ready next week, so, for anyone who has booked a place, please check your inbox to ensure 
you have this before the Summer School starts for 4 weeks from Monday 20 July up to 

Friday 14 August. The club will be run to the guidelines as set out by Government. 
 
Next Academic Year: In the last few days, there have been a considerable number of 

headlines and public statements stating that that schools, in England, will open for all pupils 
from September.  While it is absolutely our intention to get everyone back to school, safely 

from September, I’m sure you will appreciate that this needs careful and extensive 
planning.  Many of our staff, both teaching and support, are working on these plans 
currently and we hope to have more details to share with in due course.  

 
Second Hand Uniform Sale:  We have adapted the process for second hand uniform sales 

in line with the current guidance.  Our uniform shop volunteers will be selling uniform in 
the following way:  

• Parents should send Mrs Ann Elliot a message via the kps huntington place lost 

property facebook page or via messenger “ann elliot” and she will check what is in 
stock.  

• The items will be bagged, and a message sent to parents asap to advise what has 
been available from their request and the cost.  

https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/1809/careers-transition-guidance
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• Items can be collected on the Inset days on 1st and 2nd September between 10am – 
12noon outside the front entrance of school on Huntington Place.   

• Exact money must be placed in a sealed envelope and handed over at the time of 
collection.  

• Returns will not be possible. 
 
Also, if you have any items that you wish to donate to the second-hand uniform shop, 

please take them in bags, to 122 Tynemouth Road, North shields, NE30 1EF on Monday 6 
and Monday 13 July, between 9 – 10.30am and 3 – 5pm.  Please use the back lane and the 

garage gate will be open.  Kindly leave the items in the yard.  Do not take items to school 
as it is not possible to collect from there.  Thank you for your patience and the shop 
volunteers will do the best they can to help you all. 

 
I wish you all the very best for the weekend and looking forward to seeing more of our 

pupils back on site again next week for lessons, one-to-ones, or just to return their text 
books – Year 13 and Year 11 please! 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Philip Sanderson 
Principal 


