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Dear Parents, 

 

This is definitely not a “usual” end of the school year update, far from it.  In fact, I did 

seriously consider making an end of year video for you.  However, you will be delighted to 

know that common sense prevailed, alongside a desire not to frighten our younger pupils, 

or even some of our older ones. 

 

Typically, I’d be compiling a newsletter bursting with an incredible range of achievements: 

academic, sporting, community-focussed, artistic as well as musical, accompanied by 

supporting photographs.  Sadly, we haven’t had many opportunities over the last four 

months for the normal school extra-curriculum activities.  Our focus has had to be on 

providing childcare for our frontline key workers, designing and operating a distance 

learning system, engineering a safe return for several of our year groups, organising an 

on-site transition experience for Year 4, creating virtual transition experiences for other 

year groups and their parents, while continuing to stay in touch remotely with the others 

who have not been able to return to site.  This has required exceptional efforts from all of 

our staff – teachers, support staff, facilities as well as the catering and cleaning teams.  I 

am very grateful to everyone who stepped up to help in these uncertain times. As the 

American author Tom Bodett said: “The difference between school and life? In school, 

you're taught a lesson and then given a test. In life, you're given a test that teaches you a 

lesson.” I think the Kings Priory School community has had this going on in parallel for 

some time now.  

 

I also want to recognise our pupils who have adapted exceptionally well to the “new norm”.  

When on-site whether for childcare or educational provision, they have been calm, mature 

and very understanding of the significant restrictions.  I particularly wanted to give my 

personal thanks and very best wishes to our Year 13, and the very few Year 11s who are 

leaving us.  We all understand that this was not the ending to your school career at Kings 

Priory School that you wanted, or frankly that we wanted or had ever anticipated. However, 

having watched you grow into articulate, intelligent and, for the most part, sensible young 

adults I really wish you the very best for whatever you choose to do next.  We will see 

many of you for Results Days in August, but I did want to acknowledge that we have missed 

you leaving school “as normal”. 

 

I want to start out with sharing some excellent news.  In case you haven’t seen yesterday’s 
press coverage, Kings Priory has been recognised as the Best Secondary School in 

the North East by the Real Schools Guide.  This was covered by the Chronicle both in print 
and on-line and can be accessed via the following link: 

https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/real-schools-guide-kings-priory-
18537163  We are absolutely delighted by this news, especially as the assessment was 
based on an extensive range of criteria including our outstanding academic results, but 

importantly also looking beyond this to many other factors that contribute to a highly 
successful education.  

https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/real-schools-guide-kings-priory-18537163
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/real-schools-guide-kings-priory-18537163
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As you would expect there are a number of topics that need to be covered in this update, 
and in some cases further communications, including a copy of the Parent Handbook, will 

be sent out after this letter. 
 

Return to School in Autumn: We have been actively working plans for a return for the 
full school on Thursday 3rd September.  To minimise the risk, we have made some 
adjustments and specific communications will be sent out to the First, Middle and Senior 

School pupils shortly. In summary, there will be variations to start and finish times with 
specific entry/exit points for the various year groups.  Pupils will attend school in full PE kit 

on the days that they have Games/PE to avoid crowded changing rooms (additional details 
from Mr Snow).  Our Sixth Form pupils will, for the time being, not be allowed to leave site 
at lunchtimes in order to minimise the risk to our wider community.  They will however be 

allowed to start later and finish earlier on the days when they have a personal study period 
first or last lesson. Just as a reminder we have invited all of our Year 12 pupils, whether 

current Year 11 or joining us from another school, in for a transition day on Wednesday 
2nd September. 
 

We are eagerly awaiting our A Level and GCSE results.  This is a highly unusual year as 
no one has actually taken the external examinations.  All results have been estimated, 

approved and submitted to OfQual. We await their official results, almost as nervously as 
our pupils.  As a reminder A Level results are available on Tuesday 13th August from 

8am, and GCSE Results on Thursday 20th August also from 8am.  We are planning to 
host pupils on site, assuming that the guidance doesn’t change in the interim.  However, 
whether on site or remote our staff will be available to support everyone as they consider 

their future options.   
 

Uniform and Behaviour: We are very much looking forward to having all pupils back in 
School in September. I am sure that a return to ‘normal’ will be welcomed by the whole 
school community. As part of this and to support our pupils as far as we can in returning 

some sense of normality to life in school, we will be expecting all pupils to return and 
maintain our high expectations with respect to uniform, attendance and behaviour. 

Therefore, we are asking that pupils return to full uniform as per our policy (attached) and 
we would politely like to remind everyone that we will continue to expect only the very best 
of behaviour from our pupils at Kings Priory School. 

 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards: A separate letter has been issued by Mr Maddox, but in 

summary we are encouraging everyone that signed up for DofE this year to complete the 
2020 Certificate of Achievement which does not require an expedition.   
 

Also, on Library Provision; We know that many of our pupils love to read.  Here at Kings 
Priory School, we also know that reading is one of the most fundamental skills that can 

help young people to be successful.  Not only do good reading skills benefit pupils 
academically, but also they can help to develop empathy, social perception, and emotional 
intelligence.  Reading develops vocabulary, increases attention span, and promotes 

stronger analytical thinking.  Over the Summer please encourage your child to keep 
reading.  In September, access to our school libraries may be more difficult, therefore we 

would like to request that pupils from Key Stage Two upwards bring a reading book to 
school with them each day.  Lists of age appropriate recommendations will be available on 
our website shortly.  
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Finally, I just wanted to publicly thank everyone, again, who has worked so hard over the 

last four months in uncertain, unusual and absolutely unprecedented times.  Staff from 

many different roles have worked tirelessly to ensure high quality education provision, 

seamless childcare provision, individual support as well as forward planning to ensure we 

can all return in September as easily and safely as possible.  Looking back, it has been a 

rollercoaster over the last four months with almost daily new challenges to be faced, and 

vanquished.  However, personally I will also remember the ever-needed lighter moments 

– lots of laughter, lots of empathy as well as genuine care for our pupils, staff and the wider 

community from everyone. Let’s not mention the steep learning curve on “Zoom or Teams 

meeting etiquette” or the awkward social posturing initially when meeting colleagues in the 

corridors.  Not everything went to plan, but we learned quickly along the way and genuinely 

I am proud of what we managed to achieve as a Kings Priory School team. 

 

So, as we continue through times riddled with logistical issues, we’ll also keep creating 

opportunities to look to the bigger horizon. Perhaps we can see the COVID crisis as one 

that helped us to refocus on both the best in our education system and the parts that we 

can now improve. And as the Italian racing driver Mario Andretti apparently said: “If you 

feel that you’re in control, you’re not going fast enough”. 

 

I sincerely wish you all a very well-deserved Summer break and look forward to seeing you 

in person as we start the next academic year in September.  

 

That’s it for now, folks. Look after yourselves. 

 

Best wishes, 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Philip Sanderson 
Principal 


