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Dear Parents and Pupils, 

 
Personally, I feel we significantly exceeded “this is an unprecedented time” description several 
months ago.  However, the last week has been one of the most uncertain and rapidly-changing, 

even against a backdrop of the last six months.  Just one recent frustrating illustration: last 
night having diligently read all of the OfQual appeals process information before I went to bed 
in order to be prepared to write an update for our Year 13s this morning, I then awoke less 

than 8 hours later to find that the guidance had been removed from the Department for 
Education’s website. And there seemed to be yet another U-turn underway. 
 

I would not normally send out a whole-school communication on a Sunday afternoon, but given 
recent events I wanted to provide as much reassurance, especially for our Year 11 pupils who 
are about to dive headfirst into the controversy with their GCSE Results Day coming up on 

Thursday. 
 
Looking back to our A Level Results Day, just four days ago, which I’m sure already feels so 

much longer for many pupils, parents and staff, we took the decision to invite our Year 13 (and 
Year 11s next week) to physically come into school and collect their results.  I am aware that 
this was a controversial decision and out of line with the vast majority of local schools, but we 

believed it was the right decision to enable pupils to have a chance to quickly access support if 
they needed it.  Obviously, this was conducted under COVID-19 restrictions with four “bubbles” 
each with their own entry point to site, and a designated place to collect their results.  We had 

to restrict attendance to just one accompanying person but still most of our pupils turned up 
very early on Thursday morning to collect their results. We have always had an “in person” 
Results Day but felt it was even more important this year as it gave an opportunity for our Year 

13s to see some of their teaching staff as well as friends, having been rushed out of school for 
almost six months.  When, as Principal, I received the Government adjusted grades on 
Wednesday, it became even more important as for some outcomes the significant gap between 

what we had submitted to OfQual, based on extensive evidence, professional expertise and 
consideration of each individual pupil, became painfully apparent. 
 

Overall, despite the significant downgrading from OfQual across many subjects, most notably 
Biology, Maths, Physics and History, our collective results are still high, and very competitive.  
That said, some are significantly lower than we recommended. We will be appealing once 

someone actually decides what the process will be.  We had a mix of relieved pupils who were 
able to access their first-choice university.  In several cases the Universities had already 
adjusted the offers to enable pupils who had missed out by 1 or 2 grades to still qualify. Their 

delight, however, was sadly tempered as some of their friends, inexplicably, missed out on first 
choice and sometimes also their insurance offers due to a significant downgrading in their 

individually submitted results being returned by OfQual. 
 
Impacted pupils were encouraged to work through not only the Clearing process in the School’s 

computer room with our Examinations Officer, members of the Senior Leadership Team and 
Teaching Staff on hand to help and support, but also the invitation from universities to engage 
in discussion.  We also provided data on their submitted grades and mock results to help in 

negotiations with the universities – due to the inconsistency of the Government guidance some 
admissions offices would consider these but others would not until the appeals process had 
been completed. Clearly, this is an issue as adjusted and clearing places were filling up quickly, 

especially with the Scottish Government’s decision to revert to Teacher Assessed grades.  
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After a somewhat emotional and frenetic day, I am pleased to report that over 80% of our 

pupils who have accepted an offer are going to either their first or insurance choice universities 
or an alternative that they were offered. Of these, over 40% are heading to a Russell Group 
university. This is before any appeals process, if that is ever finalised.  Furthermore, we are 

expecting around 66% A*-B subject to appeals, but, alas, our confidence in the system to reflect 
realistically what our pupils should achieve is shrinking.  Importantly, our pupils demonstrated 
amazing maturity and pragmatism on Thursday morning for which we are very proud.  Looking 

back, I don’t think I could have been as calm and focussed, at just 18 years old.  I appreciate 
that not all pupils will read ParentMail so would ask you to share this email with them. 
 

Our focus is on securing the best possible outcome for all of our pupils.  We will petition the 
Government and other relevant stakeholders using the appropriate channels, including 
personally writing to the Secretary of State for Education to formally complain and evidence our 

dissatisfaction.  As soon as an appeals process is available, and remains in place for more than 
just a few hours, we are planning to quickly appeal on behalf of all pupils who lost out because 
their adjusted grades were lower than either their Centre Assessed Grades or their Mocks – the 

infamous “triple lock”.  Based on the now short-lived OfQual criteria, our Kings Priory School 
mocks and potentially Year 12 examinations would qualify as support in the appeals process. 
Schools have not been provided with any further details, so we can only speculate and know as 

much as the rest of the population via the BBC news. Of course, if we do receive any further 
information I will share it transparently without delay.  

 
To all of our Year 11 pupils and parents: Whilst we will continue to ensure we get the right 
outcomes for Year 13 over the coming weeks, we have not forgotten about you.  You have all 

been invited into school, this time in five bubbles, next Thursday where the staff will be available 
to help and support you through one of the weirdest Results Days ever.  I know that for many 
of you the desired outcome is to remain at Kings Priory School and study in our Sixth Form.  

You have my commitment that we will consider every case individually, especially in any 
instances where adjusted grades in a subject are significantly lower than the results we 
expected you to achieve.  So please do not panic if your adjusted grade in your preferred  

A level subject is lower than our formal entry requirements.  Staff will be on hand to discuss 
options with you and hopefully provide some reassurance.  On a personal level, there is no point 
stressing about this over the next few days, so please continue to enjoy your Summer Holiday.  

We are looking forward to seeing many of you on Thursday and will work tirelessly to ensure 
the best outcomes whatever you want to do next. 
 

As ever, thank you for your continued support. I will keep you informed appropriately as best 
we can. 
 

Best wishes, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Philip Sanderson 
Principal 


