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Dear Parents and Pupils, 

 
I’m not going to comment on the absolute rollercoaster that this last week has been for all 
of us.  I am delighted, however, that finally the Government has seen sense and reverted 

to the teacher recommended grades (also known formally as Centre Assessed Grades 
[CAGs]) for both A level and GCSE pupils. 

 
This should avoid the frustration and swirl of last week, for our GCSE students on Thursday, 
as long as OfQual can update the formal results notifications in time.  Please note that 

school cannot issue the formal grades documentation, as this has to come from the 
Examination Boards: the school is not the Awarding Body. At least, however, we now have 

clarity on what our GCSE students will receive, even if this take a few extra days.  We will 
hopefully provide details on the Centre Assessed Grades on Thursday morning, in addition 

to the OfQual issued results, just in case they are different.  Well keep our wits about us. 
 
For our Year 13s, who have endured a week of frustration, whether personally or on behalf 

of their friends, today’s announcement confirmed that they will receive the grades that 
were submitted on their behalf – considering their individual performance, and not the 

somewhat random “standardised” version they received on Thursday.   
 
Sadly, due to the late U-turn, I forecast this is going to create significant complexity for 

many students nationally who now qualify for their first choice, or insurance offers.  
 

At this stage, we are awaiting guidance from UCAS as to how this evening's announcement 
will affect the acceptance of university places.  I am aware that some of our Year 13 pupils 
have been told by their first choice university that a place would be held for them in the 

event of a grade change.  Others, contrastingly, have received no such assurances.  The 
universities are all independent bodies and may well approach the confusion, following the 

release of the Centre Assessed Grades, in different ways.  I am speculating here, so we 
may need to sit tight for a bit longer to allow a response from the Higher Education sector. 
 

We will keep a close watch on the guidance, as it is released, and share all pertinent 
information with you as soon as possible.  In the short term, for any student who was 

rejected from their university of choice based on reduced grades, our advice would be to 
contact the university to inform them of the new and more realistic grades awarded.  As 
further guidance is released a clearer plan for university admissions may be shared, but 

initial contact with the university at this stage to register the change of grades is advised.  
Lines and admissions offices will be busy so be prepared to persevere.  

 
If any student is not aware of their centre assessed grades for A Levels, please make a 
written request for this information to steven.oldham@kps.woodard.co.uk and Mr Oldham 

will share this information with you at his earliest opportunity.  We will not be able to 
release GCSE results until the published results dates at the earliest. 
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If you have seen your centre assessed grades and are concerned that the grade awarded 
by OfQual is actually higher, please be assured that the higher grade will be awarded.  Mind 

you, these cases are few and far between. 
 

So, at this stage we have very limited, in all honesty, no information about how the process 
is going to work.  Just now UCAS have recommended that pupils contact their preferred 
universities for further details but have warned that many universities will not be able to 

make decisions on individual applications until the official Centre Assessed Grades are 
loaded into their systems and are provided by the awarding bodies and not the schools.  

 
At Kings Priory School we will continue to support our pupils through this turbulent and 
frankly ever-changing situation.  Anyone that needs additional support or guidance 

following today’s announcement should contact steven.oldham@kps.woodard.co.uk in the 
first instance and we will continue to help for as long as this takes. 

 
I appreciate that many people want more details, but have to apologise, as we are, sadly, 
learning about these significant changes at the same time as you, most often via the BBC 

News updates. 
 

Although this will be highly welcome news for some, yet frustrating and infuriating for 
others, I do not think we will get any further details tonight.  So, in the interim it may be 

wise to adopt the attitude of the Penguin’s from the film Madagascar: “Just smile and wave, 
boys. Smile and wave.”  In other words, smile, nod and mumble something noncommittal 
until we have any concrete information.  

 
Best wishes,   

 
 
 

 
 

 
Philip Sanderson 
Principal 


