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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As you aware we currently face an unprecedented global crisis.  It is a very fast-moving situation 

and I truly appreciate your support and flexibility as the situation changes.   

 

Whilst the Government is encouraging many individuals to work from home, frankly this does 

not work in a school setting.  At Kings Priory School we have over 200 staff teaching and 

supporting our 1400 pupils every day.  With the recent guidance for individuals with underlying 

medical conditions as well as requiring a 14-day isolation period for anyone who experiences 

symptoms or shares a household with someone who does, we are now facing significant 

shortages in staffing, which means we cannot operate the whole school safely at this time. 

 

Today, we have had to take the difficult decision to partially close Kings Priory School.  

This applies to Years 3, 4, 7 and 8 for the rest of this week. 

 

In relation to work for these pupils we cannot currently set individual work but we are in the 

process of rolling forward our distance learning plan for work via the website for these cohorts. 

This will be uploaded as soon as we can.  

We are able to open for Reception, Years 1, 2, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13 although as 

I am sure you will appreciate this may change if staff absences increase further.  As 

we are a community school we recognise that siblings will be impacted by the closure and ask 

that parents use their discretion in regard to whether they remain in school.  However, as a 

school we will remain open to pupils in other year groups at the moment.  If this changes, we 

will endeavour to inform parents as quickly as possible. 

In addition, if you are a key worker (NHS, Emergency Services, Pharmacist, Social Care provider, 

Teacher) and are not able to provide care for your son/daughter tomorrow, bring them to school 

in uniform at the normal time and we will provide a first day response provision.  We will do 

everything we can to help at this challenging time.  

I understand this message will have reached you at the end of the working day and many 

parents will have questions, please can I ask that you do not contact school this evening as staff 

will not be available to address your concerns. If you do have a query or a question we will 

endeavour to answer these during the school day tomorrow.  

I am sure you will appreciate the severity of the situation and hope that we can rely on your 

support to minimise the disruption as much as possible. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Sanderson 

Principal 


