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Dear Parents, 

 

 

Well, we are back.  Some very anxious, some excited, some a bit of both. Similarly, some parents 

very apprehensive, yet some not far short of having balloons on the car and a street party because 

their children are back at school.  It has been lovely to hear and see so many of our pupils and staff 

back on site this week.  I appreciate that no-one expected most pupils would be out of school for 

almost 170 days when we left back in March.  However, the priority now is getting back to “as close 

to” normal as we can and catching up academically but also emotionally over the coming weeks.  It 

has been a big change for our pupils and our staff this week, but they have all handled it brilliantly, 

as we have come to further appreciate the exceptional maturity and kindness that so many of our 

pupils demonstrate on a regular basis.  It will still take time to fully adjust to the new normal of 

school life at Kings Priory School including all of the new COVID-19 precautions, which have been 

implemented in their absence but, based on the last few days, we are off to a great start during 

school time. 

 

Unfortunately, things have not run as smoothly at drop-off and pick-up as we would have hoped.  I 

appreciate many parents want to see their child(ren) into school and to catch-up with friends around 

the school perimeter.  However, I do need your help in supporting the following procedures: 

 

• Only one parent or carer per family to drop-off/pick-up our younger pupils from the 

Percy Park or Huntington Place sites.  Sadly, we have had multiple adults accompanying 

individual pupils this week and it is causing congestion as well as a risk to social distancing.  

Similarly, prams, buggies and dogs all contribute to the congestion, which we know may not 

be domestically practical to not come out without these, but if there is anything you can do 

please give it a try.  

 

• Each year group has a specific entry point to the site, and staggered entry times.  

Please adhere to these (specific details were sent out in the return to school communications 

this week, last week and earlier).  On Thursday, it took longer to safely get everyone onto 

site as we were welcoming back existing pupils as well as supporting new pupils.  This was 

not helped by parents turning up exceptionally early and then congregating close to the 

various gates.  To be faced with a tightly packed crowd of adults is disconcerting even at 16 

years of age, so please be aware of the impact of your actions on our pupils, especially our 

younger ones who need to navigate their way through. 

 

• Please adhere to the social distancing rules, keeping 2 metres apart wherever possible.  

We have been made aware of at least one individual this week photographing parents, pupils 

and staff, outside of the school sites without their consent and then posting the images on 

social media as an illustration of the “appalling” lack of social distancing.  Taking and then 

posting these images is a safeguarding issue as well as an infringement on individuals’ privacy 

and we will be referring this to the appropriate authorities.   

 

• Our pupils are organised into “bubbles” by class or year group. So, it is perfectly 

acceptable for them to gather together as a bubble group prior to entering the building or at 

a gate at a specific time.  However, we cannot have parents joining these bubble groups so 

ask that all adults, not living in the same household, stay at an appropriate distance from 

each other.  This may mean standing slightly further away from the school entrance, but it 

is important to maintain safety for everyone entering the site. 
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We do not want to be faced with a situation where we have to implement more restrictions on pupils’ 

access to the sites due to the unacceptable behaviour of adults outside of school premises.  If you 

have older children, please consider dropping them off a short distance away from the HP 

site and asking them to walk into school.  We will do our best to minimise the crowds of parents 

outside of the school gates, but we cannot enforce this.  We can only appeal to everyone’s better 

nature to ensure that all of our pupils and staff are able to enter school calmly and safely. 

 

Clearly, this is a potentially fast-changing situation and our processes and procedures will continue 

to evolve as we learn more about the realities of school life under COVID-19 restrictions.  Also, it is 

highly likely that the Government guidance will change in the coming days, weeks and months and 

we will need to adapt to that.   

 

I want to also thank our Sixth Formers for their support and understanding.  Currently, they are not 

able to exit the school site and then return the same day.  The reason for this twofold: it breaks the 

bubble and it puts potentially 200 young adults in a short space of time in limited places outside of 

school. Both of these are issues of public health that we are trying to support.  So unfortunately, 

just for now, Sixth Form are unable to go into Tynemouth Village at lunchtime.  We will continually 

review this position for our Sixth Form.  The team in the Sixth Form’s Café Six are working 

exceptionally hard to ensure everyone can purchase their lunch on site, and we are looking at other 

options for pre-ordering as well as additional outdoor seating for them. 

 

Catering, overall, is a complex challenge as we need to maintain the class/year-group bubbles but 

still provide a nutritious, well-balanced hot lunch for everyone that wants one.  Ms Jessup and her 

team are to be commended for their heroic efforts in planning and delivering this – our kitchens 

resemble a military field operation at the moment.  Please note that our menus are, and will continue 

to be, compliant with Government’s school food requirements, although we recognise that some 

pupils have quite specific food preferences.  We are all working hard to ensure that everyone has a 

good experience at lunchtime, even with the necessary restrictions in place.  We will continue to 

adjust and adapt based on the feedback received, as with everything else COVID related in school.    

 

For a small few can I ask you to please be patient and remain respectful in your communications.  

What may seem like an easy solution to some, in a school as complex as this, is quite often based 

on assumptions where significant pieces of the jigsaw are missing. 

 

As I’ve said before a smooth sea never made a skilled mariner.   

 

Thank you for you continued support. 

 

I wish all of you a good weekend. And see you next week.  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Sanderson 

Principal 


