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Dear Parents, 

 

I sincerely appreciate your patience and support in these rather unprecedented times. As I am 

sure you are aware, the national picture and government advice is changing quickly. We are 

expecting further information from the Prime Minister or other Senior Government Official today. 

It is speculated that this will include information around schools in England. If there are 

significant announcements, please do not expect an immediate response or comment from the 

school. We will need, as we have been, a little time to think through the best way to do whatever 

we need to do. 

 

So, for now, I am writing to inform you that tomorrow – Thursday 19 March 2020 – Kings Priory 

School will continue to be open with the same arrangements as today. We will remain partially 

closed: this continues to be applied to Years 3, 4, 7 and 8. Unless further notice this 

will continue for the rest of this week. 

 

In relation to work for these pupils we cannot currently set individual work but we continue to 

be in the process of rolling forward our distance learning plan for work via the website for these 

groups. I can confirm that at this stage work and learning is ‘live’ for English, Mathematics and 

some science. We continue to work on other areas of the curriculum. You may be interested to 

know that within the web pages are further links to free resources to supplement what has been 

uploaded already. The Distance Learning Year group uploads are found under the information 

tab of the website This is a work in progress.   

 

We will continue to be open for Reception, Years 1, 2, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13. And 

we will continue to do everything we can to keep the learning and the curriculum going, whilst 

keeping everyone safe, calm and informed.  

 

Over the past week my office has been like an ongoing high-octane episode of the West Wing. 

My staff have been remarkable: not only teachers, all of them. They are going way beyond the 

call of duty in helping to keep things as calm as possible in these unprecedented circumstances. 

Despite everyone’s weariness, the anxiety of pupils, staff, parents, and society right now, the 

unnerving sense of not knowing where all this is leading us – everyone is doing an extraordinary 

job in extraordinary times. 

 

Like yesterday, if you are a key worker (NHS, Emergency Services, Pharmacist, Social Care 

provider, Teacher) and are not able to provide care for your son/daughter tomorrow, bring them 

to school in uniform at the normal time and we will provide a provision. We will continue to do 

everything we can to help at the challenging time.  

 

If you do have a query or a question we will endeavour to answer these in due course, but 

please do not contact us tonight or tomorrow unless it is an absolute emergency. We’re getting 

better at this now.  

 

Finally, I would like to thank you all as parents for the amount of support you have shown for 

the school. And I hope you know we reciprocate this and are under no illusion as to what 

everyone is going through. This morning and this evening I have been out and about to keep 

close watch of the community and provide any assistance. The number of comments and kind 

words was overwhelming. Thank you.     
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As the great American writer Maya Angelou said: “You may not control all the events that happen 

to you, but you can decide not to be reduced by them”.  

 

From what I’m seeing, no one is being reduced by events. Instead, we are, as a community, 

rising with extraordinary resilience and characteristically calm determination in these 

unprecedented times.  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Sanderson 

Principal 

 


