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Dear Parents, 
 

I hope you all had an enjoyable and safe half term holiday.  We are looking forward to 
welcoming everyone back on Monday 1st November.  However, due to high infection rates 
for COVID-19 locally, we have received the following guidance from the Public Health North 

Tyneside team which will be implemented ahead of our return to on-site education.  I have 
attached the full letter, from Wendy Burke our Director of Public Health, but wanted to 

summarise the key interventions: 
 

• Re-introduction of face coverings for all secondary age (Year 7 and over) pupils 

in classrooms and corridors, as well as for all adults in communal areas. (Of course, 
any pupils below year 7 who would prefer to wear a face mask are very welcome). 

 
• Requirement for a PCR test for all adults and children who they have been 

in close contact with someone who has tested positive. 
 

• Daily LFT testing, to confirm a negative result before attending school each 

morning, is required for anyone who has another individual in their 
household test positive for COVID-19.   Testing should start from confirmation 

of their household member’s positive test or the on-set of symptoms.  
 
In addition, we will continue to work closely with our local public health team on educational 

visits, and other school events – moving to virtual/postponement wherever feasible in order 
to minimise the risk to our school community.   Obviously, if any pupils or staff develop 

COVID-19 symptoms, we expect them to carry out an LFT before returning to 
school.  If the LFT shows a positive result, a subsequent negative PCR test is required 
before returning to school.   Please keep us informed of any positive tests (both LFT and 

PCR) and we will endeavour to support with remote schoolwork where appropriate.  
 

I appreciate that this is not welcome news, although given the time of year and the 
backdrop of high infection rates, is probably not unexpected.  However, we have faced 
similar challenges before and successfully managed them together as a school community, 

and I have full confidence that we will do this again with your support and understanding. 
 

Best wishes, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Philip Sanderson 

Principal 


