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Dear Parents, 

 

I hope everyone is ok and not too unsettled by this fast-paced situation.  

 

We have now received updated guidance from the Government regarding children and the 

response to COVID-19 pandemic.  Not unsurprisingly this has evolved, given the unprecedented 

nature of the current situation.  I’ll try to summarise this below: 

 

• Children should remain at home, wherever possible, to limit the spread of the COVID-19 

virus. 

 

• They should adhere to the same social distancing advice as adults, as well as self-isolation 

and household isolation which were previously in place. 

 

• Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent social 

distancing category such as older grandparents or individuals with underlying health 

conditions. 

 

• Schools are being asked to provide childcare for a limited number of children whose parents 

are critical to the COVID-19 response and cannot care for them at home. 

 

So, we are asking for your help, wherever possible, to keep your children at home and 

we will endeavour to provide continued education for them, remotely.    

 

We are working to be able to provide childcare for any pupils whose parents are critical to the 

COVID-19 response.  The updated definition of key workers has expanded significantly so we 

are writing to all parents today to ask if they work in these critical categories and require help 

with childcare provision.  The list is: 

 

• Health and Social Care 

• Education and Childcare 

• Key Public Services  

• Local and National Government – limited to those delivering essential public services 

• Food and other necessary goods – production, processing, distribution, sale and delivery 

(including medicine and veterinary medicines) 

• Public Safety and National Security 

• Transport 

• Utilities, communication and financial services 

 

I appreciate this is a very broad scope but the general principle is that if you are required to 

continue working outside of your home in order to provide an essential part of the first line 

response to COVID-19 and require help with childcare provision please contact us at 

sara.johnson@kps.woodard.co.uk as soon as possible with the following information: 

 

• Name of Pupil 

• Year Group 

• Dates / Times of cover needed 
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As you can appreciate our staff are exceptionally busy at the moment, so we are asking you not 

to call with questions/queries on this. Please just provide the information required via email as 

soon as you can.  This will enable us to develop plans to deliver this critical support starting 

from Monday.  In full transparency, these plans will likely evolve over the coming hours, days 

and weeks as we will have to cope with staff absences/changes, but we are developing as robust 

a plan as we possibly can, which is why the above information is vital.  Also please note that 

Out of School Club will be open on Monday and Tuesday as usual before and after 

school next week for any children of critical workers who will be coming to school. 

Please include this in your communication as required to my PAs email address as above. The 

staffing, logistics, practicalities and feasibility of this will remain under review.   

 

I appreciate that this is a very unsettling time for everyone.  However, I do want to take the 

time to thank you for the kind words and thoughts already offered to the staff at Kings Priory 

School, we are trying to do our very best to care for all of our pupils and staff as well as continue 

your children’s education in what is a highly unpredictable and fast-changing situation. 

 

It is likely I will get back to you later. Try and have a good day everyone.  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Sanderson 

Principal 


