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Dear Parents, 

 

I am writing with some changes to the provision from now until Friday 3 April 2020. I appreciate 

since my last communication the Prime Minister has instructed the country to stay at home 

wherever possible and that an even greater sense of uncertainty therefore prevails.  I am hopeful 

that Kings Priory School can continue to be part of the support for many of you working on the 

front-line against COVID-19 who have no other option but to use the school for childcare. I will 

also want to provide an update on support available for Free School Meals in this letter.   

 

In order to continue with the vital childcare provision, we need to implement some major 

structural and pragmatic changes.  This is in order to ensure that the plans are sustainable 

moving forward, at least within the current guidelines. Essentially, the school day will now be 

8am until 5:30pm Monday to Friday. However, the majority of the pupils who we are looking 

after should only attend school during normal school hours of 8:40am to 3:40pm. In other 

words, the Out of School Club will no longer continue until further notice and the ‘School’ will 

provide the wrap around care for those who need it from 8 and not later than 5:30pm. This is 

to do with staffing and ensuring we are always safe. For example, I always need to have 

paediatric and general first-aiders on site; I always need to ensure kitchen and food preparation 

compliancy, evacuation procedures, and the list goes on. In practice, for parents, this should 

not make too much difference if we continue as we have done for the past few days. But it will 

be a different experience for children and staff. This is the best solution at this point in time. I 

will get back to you all regarding Easter arrangements as soon as I can. 

 

Despite Out of School Club, as it was, is paused for the moment, as I said yesterday, we have 

had a number of parents ask if they can continue to pay for a place in order to protect their 

wrap-around provision in future.  The answer is yes. This is in line with many other childcare 

providers: we will continue to accept payments for places in Kings Priory School OOSC at this 

time.  Please contact the OOSC staff directly if you would like to do this. 

   

Urgent Childcare provision from Wednesday 25 March 2020 onwards: 

• Pupils arriving early from 8am will access Kings Priory School Percy Park Road site via the 

Main School office. Whoever is on ‘reception’ will admit pupils and direct them to Key Stage 

2 Hall. We will be able to provide breakfast for a small number of pupils between 8am and 

8:30am. This will be simple: cereal, toast and fruit.   

 

• Pupils arriving from 8:40am will access through the Key Stage 2 yard, via Oswin’s gate. 

Staff will register the pupils and pupils will be directed to their allocated staff supervisor. 

 

• Pupils who have arrived early will be taken from the Key Stage 2 Hall, by Staff to the Key 

Stage 2 yard at 8:40am to be grouped accordingly with the pupils arriving at 8:40am. 

 

• The majority of pupils will be dismissed at 3:40pm from the Key Stage 2 yard. Pupils can 

be collected earlier than 3:40pm. This collection will be from the main school office. Parents 

are to ring the bell and speak into the intercom, but please wait outside and your 

child/children will be brought out to you. 

 

• Those parents whose children are being looked after by school during the day and who 

would normally use Out of School Club can collect anytime up to 5:30pm from the Main 

School Office, on the Percy Park Road site.    
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I hope this works and is sustainable. The Huntington Place site will no longer be accessed by 

pupils and will only be partially used by staff. Only half of the Percy Park Road site will be used 

at any time to allow the other half to be cleaned and disinfected simultaneously. This allows us 

to swap to the newly cleaned rooms for the next day and repeat the cleaning process in the 

others. We will continue this alternation. Similarly, depending on staffing, we will systematically 

deep clean the Huntington Place site in readiness to return at some point and have increased all 

site security during this period.   

 

I know this is an uncertain and highly stressful time for everyone and can appreciate that there 

may be a temptation to access the urgent childcare provision when it is not really needed nor 

justified.  Up until now we have relied on trust and accepted all parents that stated they were 

critical workers on the front-line fighting COVID-19 and had no other option for childcare.  

However, it is becoming apparent that in a small number of cases this may not be accurate so 

sadly we will have to start asking for a copy of the “critical worker” letter which is being sent 

out by employers.  If you are currently accessing the urgent childcare provision, we would ask 

that you supply a copy of your individual letter as soon as this is available.  Genuinely, I hate to 

have to ask for this, but we need to be fair in the childcare provision that we are able to offer in 

this unprecedented situation.   

 

Free School Meals 

I would strongly encourage anyone who is entitled to Free School Meals (FSM) to get in contact 

with Sara Johnson, on sara.johnson@kps.woodard.co.uk  if you need help right now and would 

like us to support you. This is in total confidence.  We would be delighted to help, wherever 

possible, and we have a variety of options to help you with provisions, not all of them require 

you to come to the school to access this support.  We are being creative in our approach here, 

from providing a selection of meals to using the supermarket voucher schemes.  The team will 

seek to understand your individual circumstances and then find the best solution for each case.   

 

Swirl Around Exams 

I am aware that there is increasing speculation about the planned assessment process for Year 

13 and Year 11 in particular, in lieu of their A Level and GCSE examinations.  As yet we do not 

have the full picture with details continuing to emerge somewhat piecemeal.  It is important 

that we minimise the concern amongst these groups of pupils.  As soon as we have a confirmed 

approach of how this will work for our pupils at Kings Priory School we will share this.  In the 

meantime, all I can do is encourage everyone to continue actively with their learning.  I am 

aware that the distance learning provision is not up to full strength currently.  I’m sure you will 

appreciate that our priority had to be setting up the urgent childcare provision, but now this is 

confirmed and enables more staff to actively work from home we are expecting the on-line 

resources to be strengthened over the coming days.  It is important to try and keep minds active 

and in a learning mode over the coming weeks, and potentially months.  However, I wanted to 

reiterate that distance learning is not intended to fully replace a school day.  It is a way to 

continue your child/children’s learning under the current circumstances.  We would recommend 

that this is in combination with a variety of other activities including exercise (there are some 

superb on-line options), family activities (eg: cooking, baking, and even cleaning up!) and 

general quiet time (eg: reading, art projects) to help everyone adjust to the exceptionally 

challenging circumstances that we are facing.  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Sanderson 

Principal 
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