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January 2022 
 

 
Dear Parent,  
 

Attendance Update – January 2022 
 
As part of our ongoing commitment to attendance at Kings Priory School we would like to 

draw all parent’s attention to the section of our website relating to attendance. This outlines 
our policies and procedures in relation to tracking and supporting pupils whose attendance is 
lower than we would hope.  We fully understand that this year continues to look a little 

different due to COVID-19 but as a school we continue to follow any updated the DfE 
Guidance.  
 

Attendance and Punctuality - King's Priory School (kingsprioryschool.co.uk) 
 

Kings Priory School fundamentally believes that your child’s attendance is extremely 
important and one of the strengths of our school is the consistently high levels of attendance. 
Attendance continues to be monitored on a weekly basis by our pastoral teams and the 

required level of support will be implemented when required.  
 
The formal whole school attendance review, completed by our attendance team, takes place 

on a regular cycle. Our bespoke attendance process is designed to ensure all pupils under 
92% attendance are identified of being at risk of dropping below 90%, which is classed as 
persistent absenteeism by the Department for Education. We do fully understand this 

year that many pupils will fall in to this category who normally wouldn’t due to COVID 
infections, however, we are still required to inform parents of this therefore this will be done 
through either letter or telephone contact. 

 
Our process is designed to offer support to those families where attendance may be a 
challenge and explore ways in which we can support both parents and pupils in their personal 

situations. We understand that across the year and school there will be a wide range of 
extremely valid reasons for a young person to be absent from school. The process is not 
designed to challenge this. However, we have a statutory obligation to encourage high 

levels of attendance and to support families in maintaining this therefore contact 
may still be received from school even if the absence is due to illness and parents 

have given prior notification. We hope that parents understand this.  
 
As part of this process please can we remind parents that must advise that we cannot 

authorise holidays during school term-time. Please do bear in mind that your child may also 
be absent due to sickness at some point across the year, so that absence combined with an 
unauthorised absence will adversely affect their overall attendance.  

 
We are extremely proud of all that our pupils do and can achieve; therefore, by encouraging 
high levels of attendance we are determined to work together with parents to ensure that 

every pupil can achieve their potential by being present in school for as much time as 
possible. 
 

 
Kings Priory School 

https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/921/attendance-and-punctuality

