
I am restless, my feet need to fly. 
Amber is trapped - by her father's rules, 
by his expectations, by her own fears. 
Now she's ready to fight - for her 
mother, for her sister, for herself. 

Freedom always comes at a price. Run, 
Rebel is a trailblazing verse novel that 
thunders with rhythm, heart and soul - 
perfect for fans of Sarah Crossan, 
Elizabeth Acevedo and Rupi Kaur. 
 

An uncompromising yet tender and 
warmly witty exploration of love, 
pride and poverty, Shuggie 
Bain charts the endeavours of its 
eponymous protagonist – an 
ambitious and fastidious boy from a 
dire mining town in Glasgow in the 
1980’s with a thirst for a better life.  

It is a powerful story with 
unflinching honesty, that will stay 
with you long after you’ve finished 
it.  

 

Hamnet is a novel inspired by the son of a s I don't just want to be having any kind voice - I 
want a louding voice.  

At fourteen, Adunni dreams of getting an 
education and giving her family a more 
comfortable home in her small Nigerian village. 
Instead, Adunni's father sells her off to become 
the third wife of an old man. When tragedy strikes 
in her new home, Adunni flees to the wealthy 
enclaves of Lagos, where she becomes a house-girl 
to the cruel Big Madam, and prey to Big Madam's 
husband. But despite her situation continuously 
going from bad to worse, Adunni refuses to let 
herself be silenced. And one day, someone hears 
her. 

 

  

RECOMMENDED READS  

KS1: Little Glow  

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS2: The Boy Who Made Everyone Laugh   

 

KS3: Salt to the Sea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS4: Run Rebel  

 

KS5: The Girl With the Louding Voice  

 

  

 

 

 

ADULT: Shuggie Bain 

KINGS PRIORY SCHOOL’S  

READING NEWSLETTER 
AUTUMN 2021 

Welcome to the autumn edition of our reading newsletter. You can find out what we are doing to promote reading 

across the school, along with recommendations from your book-loving teachers and pupils. 

READING AND WRITING DATES OF INTEREST 

29TH January – 5th February – National Story Telling Week 

3rd February – Harry Potter Book Night  

3rd March – World Book day  

16th February – The CILIP Carnegie and the Kate Greenaway Medals longlist 

announced. View the full list of nominations here. 

March – Blue Pete Book Awards. View the shortlist here. 

11th – 20th March – British Science Week  

16th March – The CILIP Carnegie and the Kate Greenaway Medals shortlist 

announced.  

20th March – World Story Telling Day  

21st – 27th March – Shakespeare Week 

21st March – World Poetry Day. Click here for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
KINGS PRIORY SCHOOL JOURNAL  
 
Visit the KPS Journal to read about our interests, 
achievements and ventures. 
 Each week, we upload brand new book reviews, 
opinion articles, creative pieces and much more, all 
written by the talented young writers at Kings 
Priory School. 
Kings Priory School Journal  
 
 

Billy Plimpton is an eleven-year-old boy with 
a big dream. He wants to be a stand-up 
comedian when he grows up: delivering 
pinpoint punch-lines and having audiences 
hang on his every hilarious word. A tough 
career for anyone, but surely impossible for 
Billy, who has a stammer. How will he find 
his voice, if his voice won't let him speak?  

The idea for this story came from Helen 
Rutter's son, who has a stammer: she 
wanted to write the book that he would love 
to read, starring a child like him.  

 

The story is told through the eyes of an 
introverted lead character, Little Glow, 
a candle flame who wishes to be 
bolder and brighter. The flame watches 
from afar as families in the street 
celebrate various religious and cultural 
festivals throughout the year, including 
Chinese New Year, Diwali, Hannukah, 
Ramadan and Christmas. But, as a 
family gathers around Little Glow for 
their own special celebration, it 
becomes clear that even the smallest 
of lights have an important purpose. 

Four young people, each haunted by 
their own dark secret, narrate their 
unforgettable stories. Fans of The Book 
Thief or Helen Dunmore's The Siege will 
be totally absorbed. 
When the German ship the Wilhelm 
Gustloff was sunk in port in early 1945 it 
had over 9000 civilian refugees, 
including children, on board. Nearly all 
were drowned. Ruta Sepetys, acclaimed 
author of Between Shades of Grey, 
brilliantly imagines their story. 
 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/the-cilip-carnegie-medal-2022/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/awards-and-prizes/current-prizes/blue-peter-book-awards/#!?sortOption=AtoZ&pageNo=1&pageSize=16
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-poetry-day
https://kingsprioryjournal.wordpress.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

AN INTERVIEW WITH MR GOWLAND – MATHS TEACHER  

What is your favourite book and why? 
Hunger Games! I got all three books in the trilogy and 
couldn’t put them down. I love the way that the author 
describes the environments and the various twists and 
turns in the book. All three novels are full of action and 
drama! It’s a very interesting take on what society could 
look like. 
 
When and where do you most like to read?  
While relaxing during an evening. Especially in a warm 
room with a hot drink when the weather outside looks very 
cold! 
 
What are you currently reading?  
The Thursday Murder Club – Richard Osman. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

AN INTERVIEW WITH MISS KEENE – ENGLISH TEACHER  

What is your favourite book and why? 
One of my favourite books has to be The God of Small 
Things by Arundhati Roy. It is a beautifully written and 
moving tale about loss, separation and the complexities of 
family life.  
 
When and where do you most like to read?  
My favourite place to read is in front of the fire on a cold 
winter’s evening. Preferably with a hot chocolate! 
 
What are you currently reading?  
I am currently reading Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo. It is a 
unique and powerful novel, written in verse, which tells the 
story of a teenage girl who is trying to find her place in the 
world. 
 
 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL BOOK SWAP ADVENT CALENDAR  
 
Middle School pupils are really enjoying taking part in their “Book Swap Advent Calendar”; 

throughout December they are able to choose a book of their choice to take home which has been 

kindly donated by another pupil in their class.  This has given them the opportunity to find out all 

about the different authors that have been enjoyed by their classmates and is a great way to re-use 

and recycle!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

WELCOME TO OUR BRAND  NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

The Middle School have been enjoying the opportunity to spend some 

time in our new library this term. They have enjoyed choosing books 

and spending time reading on their lunch break. 

 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 
 
Middle School pupils enjoyed visiting 

our Scholastic Book Fair and choosing 

from a range of exciting new titles.  

Thank you to our Year 8 Reading 

Champions - Etta, Tom, Joel and Ethan - 

for their support with running the Book 

Fair.    

 
 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

LIT & PHIL YOUNG WRITERS’ AWARDS  
 
Our fabulous young writers have had another 

successful year at the Lit & Phil Writers’ Awards 

picking up two winning titles! 

Emily Scope has been named as the winner of the 

fiction category with her story ‘The Power of the 

Library’.  

Elizabeth Faulds is the winner of both the poetry 

category and, impressively, the overall winner of the 

whole competition with her poem ‘The Library’, as 

chosen by Pen and Palette club, who sponsor the 

awards.   

Read both entries here on the Kings Priory School 

Journal. 

Both students will receive a certificate and one year’s 

free membership to the Lit & Phil library. Also, their 

work will be published in a pamphlet, which will be 

sent out to all participating schools.  

Well done to all who took part. 

 

Caroline/Vanessa, perhaps this could be mentioned in 

the achievement assembly next week, along with the 

winners of the Literacy Competition? Abi and Mark, 

I’ve just called both students to share the good news, 

but I thought it might be nice to congratulate them 

when they return to school on Monday.  

 
 

 

USEFUL ONLINE RESOURCES 

Newcastle Libraries App give you access to hundreds 

of e-books and audio books which you can download 

for free.  

Love Reading 4 Kids is the biggest and best 

recommendation site for children’s books. You can 

read opening extracts to try before you buy, you can 

search by age range or even select by genre if you 

know your child has a love of a particular subject or 

theme.  

Reading at KPS Visit the new reading section on our 

school website for suggested book lists, subject 

specific reading lists, reading competitions, upcoming 

events and much more.  

 CILIP CARNEGIE AND KATE GREENAWAY MEDALS 

What are the CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals? 

The CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals are the UK’s 

oldest and best-loved children’s book awards, recognising 

outstanding reading experiences created through writing and 

illustration in books for children and young people. The Awards 

mission is to inspire and empower the next generation to create a 

better world through books and reading.  

How to get involved? 

Take a look at the full list of nominations here and read reviews 

and extracts on LoveReading4Kids. Many of the books on the list 

will be available in our school/classroom libraries for pupils to 

borrow.  

In March 2022, pupil in the Middle and Senior School will have the 

opportunity to take park in the ‘Shadowing’ scheme where they 

can read, discuss and review the books on the shortlist, engage in 

reading related activities and vote for their favourites to win the 

‘Shadowers’ choice awards. 

 

Not sure what to read 

next? Take a look at 

the CILIP Carnegie 

Longlist for new 

releases. 

https://kingsprioryjournal.wordpress.com/2021/12/09/the-library-winner-of-the-lit-phil-young-writers-awards/
https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/libraries-culture/using-newcastle-libraries-online/ebooks-eaudiobooks-and-digital
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/14/13-plus-readers.html
https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/2030/reading-at-kps
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/the-cilip-carnegie-medal-2022/
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/


   KPS Christmas Reading Challenge! 

Colour each ornament once you complete it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hand your completed sheet to your teacher in January to receive a reading 

certificate.  

Name: ________________________________________ 

Read a 

Christmas 

themed book 

Have a whole 

family 

bedtime story  

Read a book 

by the 

Christmas tree  

Read a 

Christmas 

poem  

Read by 

candlelight or 

firelight  

Read a 

Christmas 

recipe. Can 

you make it?  

Read or sing 

the lyrics of a 

Christmas 

song 

Read to a 

friend or 

family 

member 


