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History 
Our aim in selecting the options below is to provide 

pupils with a spatially and temporally balanced view of 

History in order that their understanding of the past is 

not solely based on English history or the twentieth 

century.  

Altogether, the units chosen constitute a wide ranging 

survey of key events in the shaping of the modern 

world and provide an interesting range of approaches 

to the development of various historical skills, providing 

a solid foundation in the subject should the student 

wish to continue at degree level. 

Entry requirements 

To access this course students will normally be 

expected to have achieved an 9-6 grade in GCSE 

History. We are following the AQA A Level syllabus. 

Paper 1 – Breadth study  

1C The Tudors: England, 1485–1603 

In this unit students will learn about the key political, 

social and economic features of Tudor rule in Britain 

during the fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth 

centuries, an era that saw Crown’s authority and  

 

 

influence rise. Looking at a period spanning nearly 150 

years, students will learn how Henry VII established 

control after the Wars of the Roses and how 

subsequent rulers came to power and were able to 

maintain their authority.  

This paper is worth at 40% at A Level.   

The paper comprises two essay questions that assess 

students' understanding of the period and one 

compulsory question that assesses students' ability to 

analyse and evaluate historical interpretations.  

Paper 2 – Depth Study 

2R The Cold War, c1945-1991  

In this unit students will look at evolving course of 

international relations during an era of tension between 

communist and capitalist powers which threatened 

nuclear Armageddon.  

They study how following World War 2, the origins of a 

new type of ‘cold’ warfare emerged.  

During the course they will consider the pace of 

change in tensions and international relations, the 

instances in which the world was on the brink of  nucle- 
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-ar warfare, and how the collapse of Communism saw 

the beginning of the end for the Cold War.  

This paper is worth at 40% at A Level.   

The paper comprises two essay questions that assess 

students' understanding of the period and one 

compulsory question that assesses students' ability to 

analyse and evaluate the usefulness of historical 

sources.  

Coursework – The USA 

Students complete a single assignment on a question 

set by the centre.  

The assignment will test the student’s ability to carry 

out an historical enquiry by analysing and evaluating 

historical interpretations.  

The coursework component is worth 20% of the overall 

grade.  

The USA continues to be the world’s dominant 

superpower and this topic traces the early stages of 

American growth and expansion which made that 

possible.  

Students will study the expansion of the USA, and the 

conflicts which it created, until 1860. They will examine 

the causes and key events of the American Civil War 

as well as the reconstruction which followed.  

Finally, students will consider the impact of American 

growth on their foreign policy.  


