
Kings Priory School Educational Trust 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Why has the school set up an Educational Trust? 

Kings Priory School, is not in financial difficulty. However, there are ongoing and 
significant shortfalls in national funding for education. By setting up the Kings Priory 

School Educational Trust we hope to raise funds to preserve the integrity, standards and 
character of our school, in order to continue to give our pupils the high levels of education 
and pastoral care that the school is renowned for.  The School, like all other state-funded 

schools, has experienced a fall in real-terms funding.  That means that while cash funding 
has stayed the same or risen slightly, this has been outstripped by increases in costs.  

All possible measures to reduce costs and make efficiencies have been made by the 
School, but there is a concern that further reductions in real-terms funding will mean 
that fundamental parts of the School could start to see cuts.  This could start to damage 

the character of the School and affect the experience of education that our pupils 
currently have.  The School is determined to avoid this, and therefore the Kings Priory 

School Educational Trust has been established, to allow parents and members of the 
School community to contribute, where they are able to do so. 
 

What is a Charitable Trust? 
The Kings Priory Educational Trust is a Charitable Trust, which means that is a not-for-

profit organisation established for a charitable purpose.  In our case the charitable 
purpose is the advancement of education for pupils at Kings Priory School.  The Trust is 
recognised by HMRC for the purposes of Gift Aid, and is regulated by the Charities 

Commission.  The Kings Priory School Educational Trust’s application for registration with 
the Charities Commission is currently being processed (this can take six to eight months 

to complete at present). The Trust is independent from the School and is governed by 
five individual trustees. 
 

The Board of Trustees appointed by the Trust, as noted later, are responsible to ensure 
that the Trust is operated in line with regulations and legislation and ensure that the 

intended beneficiaries are the only people who have any direct benefit from the funds 
held within the trust. 
 

Have other schools set up Educational Trusts? 
Yes.  Many schools have done this ranging from small Primary Schools, to larger 

Secondary Schools, including famous Independent Schools. 
 
What amount am I expected to donate? 

There is no set amount that you are expected to donate. We appreciate that people’s 
financial circumstances are very different and can sometimes be uncertain. A suggested 

amount would be from £5 per month per pupil set up on a standing order to the Trust. 
However, there is no upper limit to the amount a standing order can be set.  

Alternatively, you could make one off payments at intervals that best suits your own 
financial circumstances. 
 

Will anyone know if I haven’t donated? 
All donations received are private. If you are unable or unwilling to donate nobody will 

know. This will not affect your child’s experience at school. 
 

  



Will the Trust be requesting money for the duration of my child’s time at the 
school? 

The Kings Priory School Educational Trust is intended to exist in perpetuity to benefit the 
School now and in the future.  
 

What if I have multiple children at the school? 
The suggested starting amount for each child is £5 per month per pupil. But we leave 

the decision to parents as to whether you are willing or able to scale this up. 
 
Do I have to have a child in school to donate? 

No. You do not have to have a child at the school to donate and your contributions do 
not have to stop once any children you do have stop attending the school. Equally you 

can choose to stop making a contribution at any time. Anyone can donate to Kings Priory 
School Educational Trust.  All donations are welcome. 

 
How/where will this money be spent? 
The calculations set by the Department of Education for school funding are complex and 

ever changing.  Core educational and running costs of the school (including staff salaries) 
will continue to be paid for through state funding. In addition to this, throughout any 

academic year, other funding streams sometimes become available to the school (often 
with strict parameters on what the money can be used for and deadlines on expenditure, 
for example, we may get a capital grant to upgrade a building or some windows). With 

this is mind, the Trust wishes to remain flexible in what it will be able to fund for the 
school. However, broadly speaking, its funds are likely to be used for items such as 

capital improvements, infrastructure and educational resources throughout the school. 
These educational resources could for example cover extra music/arts and sporting 
activities that Kings Priory School strives to deliver on top of the National Curriculum.  

Using money in this way should allow teaching to be better preserved for the future. 
 

What if Gift-Aid and how does it work? 
Donating through Gift Aid means that registered charities are able to claim an extra 25 
pence for every £1 you give.  This is a huge benefit to the Educational Trust and is of no 

additional cost to yourself but will make a significant difference to your children who, as 
pupils of the school, are the sole beneficiaries of the trust. 

 
There is a Declaration Form that will need to be signed by you to enable us to receive 
this contribution from HMRC.  The declaration is to confirm that you are at least a basic 

rate tax payer.  It is important to note, however, that if you cease to be a UK tax payer 
that you inform us as we are unable to claim Gift Aid without this.  Also note that if 

perhaps one parent is a tax payer but the other is not it would be best to have the 
contribution paid by the tax payer to receive the Gift Aid. 
 

A Gift Aid declaration form is available from our website.  If you choose to Gift Aid, the 
completed Gift Aid forms must be returned to the Trust via school reception at either 

Huntington Place or Percy Park Road sites.   
 
How will my personal information be dealt with? 

Your completed Gift Aid form contains your personal data. The school and the Trust take 
data protection very seriously. Your Gift Aid form will be processed by the Trust. The 

school will act as an intermediary in passing to the Trust completed forms delivered to 
the school receptions, but will not otherwise have access to or process this data. The 

Trust will use the personal data on the forms to process its claims for Gift Aid and in 



doing so may share the personal data on the forms with HMRC.  The Trust will maintain 
a list of Gift Aiders so that the Trust can be effectively administered. This will not be 

shared with any third party, including the school, other than as is required by regulatory 
or governmental bodies such as the Charities Commission. 
 

What is the difference between the Trust and the PTA? 
Whilst the PTA will continue to raise money for valuable resources within the school, its 

role is also to bring the Kings Priory School community together. This will continue to be 
done through the various social events throughout the year that are put on for the 
children, adults and families. 

 
Who makes the final decisions on expenditure and who has input into how this 

is spent? 
The Board of Trustees of the Trust will agree expenditure at quarterly meetings, having 

sought input from the school’s Senior Leadership Team. The Board of Trustees is made 
up of representatives of the school and local community. At present this consists of: Mr 
Philip Sanderson, Mr Chris Smith (vice-chair Academy Council), Reverend Captain Steve 

Dixon (Vicar of the Church of the Holy Saviour, Tynemouth), Claire Thew (Co-chair KPS 
PTA) and Mr Jamie Tocher (former alumni). 

 
How will parents be informed on what the money has been spent? 
Parents will be kept informed as to what the Trust has spent its funds on a least once 

per year. 
 

Will we still be asked for additional money throughout the year for school 
visits/transport to activities etc? 
All school visits are run only on the basis that they are self-funding through contributions 

by parents and there are no plans to change this policy. Please be aware that after-
school clubs will not be supplemented by Trust funds and will continue to be paid for by 

individuals as normal. 


