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Dear Parents, 

 

I hope this letter finds everyone well. We write to inform you of an exciting initiative that we 

hope many of you will wish to support.  

 

At Kings Priory School, we are very proud of the progress we have made since opening in 

September 2013. The recent Ofsted inspection letter further reinforced this in terms of 

academic progress, sporting, musical and creative achievements, as well as, and perhaps 

even more importantly, an unwavering commitment to ensure every child is able to achieve 

their potential, whatever that may be.   

 

However, we are very aware of the on-going and significant shortfall in national funding for 

education, which is an ever-increasing threat. And we very much wish to preserve Kings Priory 

School.  We are sure that many of you are aware of the increasingly desperate interventions 

that some schools are having to make in order to balance their budgets.  There has been 

recent press coverage on applications for support to “Children in Need”, crowd-funding 

requests for classroom stationery as well as some sobering statistics on the average debt of 

a UK secondary school approaching £500,000. 

 

We are very grateful to have an active, and committed PTA, who will continue to organise the 

wide variety of fund-raising events that many of us enjoy attending.  These funds are typically 

used to purchase specific items which will benefit significant numbers of pupils in our school.  

One of the most recent examples is the new minibus which was kindly funded by the PTA, 

and will enable access to additional sports, educational and recreational activities across all 

ages in the school. 

 

To be clear, Kings Priory School is not in financial difficulties. Through very strong 

leadership and prudential financial management, the school has been able to submit a 

balanced budget for the next academic year (as required by the government’s Department 

for Education), as well as a viable future-years business plan as requested by Woodard 

Academies Trust.  However, in order to protect, and continue to improve, the high levels of 

education and pastoral care which we have already achieved, we find ourselves in the position 

of having to seek a little bit of extra help, in terms of financial support, from our parents, 

guardians and local community. 

 

Unfortunately, it is clear that education provision is going to continue to be underfunded at 

best, or even further squeezed, at worst.  So, we have taken the decision to form a Charitable 

Trust for Kings Priory School, the Kings Priory School Educational Trust, and to ask parents, 

guardians, grandparents, alumni, or indeed anyone who wants to help protect what is Kings 

Priory School today to consider making donations to the Trust.  Sadly, this is not unusual as 

many schools have been forced into a similar position owing to decreasing levels of per capita 

funding from central Government.  However, we are opting to implement this for Kings Priory 

School now, so that we are able to protect our school now and into the future.   

 

The School’s core educational and running costs will continue to be paid for by state funding, 

and money raised by the Trust will be spent on all of the supplementary things that are key 

to giving the School the character and qualities that make it such a unique place for our pupils 

to receive an education.  We are not specifically targeting the purchase of a “big-ticket” item 

such as minibuses or participation activities, as this will continue to be supported by our 

superb PTA, but looking to invest in sustaining the high quality provision across all areas at 

Kings Priory School. 
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Donations to the Trust will, of course, be entirely voluntary, but we are hoping that most 

parents and guardians will wish to support their school for the future.  Also, to make this as 

easy as possible we will offer options for monthly standing orders and/or one-off payments, 

however large or small.  As a guide, we would sincerely appreciate a donation of £5 per child, 

per month, although any donations would be very welcome and we certainly understand if 

you do not wish to take part. Unquestionably, any donations will always remain confidential.  

And the point in setting up a trust in this way ensures that any monies raised can only be 

spent on Kings Priory School and nothing else.  We understand that this may not be something 

everyone wishes to engage with or indeed support. 

 

The Kings Priory School Educational Trust is a charitable trust, and the Trustees are seeking 

registration with the Charities Commission at the earliest opportunity. The Trustees represent 

the School (Mr Philip Sanderson), the Academy Council (Mr Chris Smith, Vice-Chair) and the 

Local Community (Rev’d Cpt. Steve Dixon, Vicar of the Church of the Holy Saviour, 

Tynemouth), the PTA (Mrs Claire Thew) and finally Mr Jamie Tocher (alumnus and investment 

adviser).  The Trust will prepare an annual report and as part of this the Trustees will provide 

an update at the end of each academic year that will allow parents and members of the 

community to see clearly how much funding has been raised and what investments this has 

supported.   

 

Details of how to support Kings Priory School Educational Trust will be available on the school 

website.  The bank account details are: 

 

Bank name: Unity Trust Bank 

Sort Code: 60-83-01 

Account Number:  20411556 

Account Name: Kings Priory School Educational Trust 

 

If you can, we would be most grateful if you would take a few moments to set-up a standing 

order for regular monthly/quarterly/annual donations, or alternatively please feel free to hand 

in any cheque/cash donations at either Reception marked for “Kings Priory School Educational 

Trust”. Standing orders can either be set up by completing the accompanying paper mandate 

and giving it to your bank, or via your own online banking service using the details above. 

Using your own online banking is by far easier and straightforward.  All donations received 

will be used to sustain the high quality provision that we pride ourselves on at Kings Priory 

School.  Our intentions in establishing this trust are for no other reason than a genuine wish 

to do good for the benefit of the school now and in the future. 

 

We do hope that this initiative finds favour with you and thank you for your continued support 

towards the school.  If you have any queries please contact the Clerk to the Academy Council 

via email at acclerk@kps.woodard.co.uk. 

 

Best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Sanderson  

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christopher J Smith 

Chair Kings Priory School Educational Trust 


