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Dear Parents,  

 

I appreciate that there are increasing concerns about the potential impact of COVID-19 following the 

return to school nationally.  In the North East, like many other regions we are experiencing increasing 

levels of infection.  I am in regular contact with the Director for Public Health in North Tyneside, who 

knows us very well, to ensure we are kept up to date with any developments.   

 

Like many of you, we are all responding to the announcement of increased restrictions for everyone 

in our locality.  Our respective local councils are starting to issue guidance on the impact of these 

new restrictions, so this needs to be caveated with the “may change” disclaimer possibly even in the 

next few hours or days or over the weekend.   

 

We will endeavour to keep our school open, as this is a priority for the well-being of our pupils 

and staff, many of whom have just returned after six months at home.  However, the new restrictions 

have introduced a significant challenge in ensuring that we will have enough teaching and support 

staff available to run the school effectively.  So many people will be caught up in the debarcle this 

has caused over childcare.  I do not have any clarifying information as to how this affects schools.  

This restriction is being challenged by all of our regional local authorities.  We recognise not only the 

impact this has on us as a school, but also for all working parents and our overall community 

infrastructure.  We are currently working to understand what the specific impact will be to Kings 

Priory School for the next week, or potentially longer depending on when these new restrictions are 

removed. 

 

In addition, the new guidance has also recommended that anyone classified as “more clinically 

vulnerable” takes extra care given the rising levels of infection locally.  Again, this is likely to have 

an impact on our staffing and we are currently seeking to understand the implications.  Please note 

that face coverings are now mandatory at Kings Priory School from Year 5 and above, from Monday 

21 September, in corridors, stairwells and communal spaces.  Face coverings need to be handled 

correctly in line with the protocols, which is largely about hand hygiene, storage, not sharing and 

how to wear a face covering appropriately.  On a related note, please ensure that all national and 

regional guidance is followed with regards to social distancing and face coverings on public transport.  

Concerns around social distancing at pick up and drop off is the reason for a large number of calls 

to the school every day.  So please can I ask again that parents do follow our protocols 

regarding pick up and drop off.  In addition to this can I suggest there is an increased awareness 

and proactivity on social distancing and also, although I cannot tell you what to do outside of school, 

we would advocate parents wearing face coverings when doing the pick up and drop off in the vicinity 

of the school.  

 

I am well aware that the last thing anyone needs at the moment is more uncertainty, but I wanted 

to be transparent and make sure that you are aware of the potential challenges ahead for the next 

week or possibly longer.  Our ambition is to continue to run in the new normal.  However, reduced 

staffing is a reality, at some point, so we may have to adjust the way we work.  As soon as 

we know the actual impact, we will share the required interventions with you, but appreciate your 

continued support and understanding as we work through the recent developments.  My view here 

is to do everything humanly possible and hope for the best, but plan for the worst.   

 

At this point in time staffing levels are good, but given the complexity of running at the moment we 

are at full capacity.  It therefore remains school policy to not provide work for pupils on occasional 

non-COVID related absence.  Obviously, if an absence is due to be prolonged, we would look at 

ensuring the educational impact is minimised and take each absence on a case by case basis. But, 
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at the moment, in line with national guidance, we will not be able to provide work for occasional 

day(s) absence.  On that theme, pupils absent due to COVID-19 isolation or illness will be provided 

with remote learning as per the Department for Education directive.  The platforms for this are: 

Year group Method of remote learning 

Reception Google Classroom 

Year 1-4 Seesaw 

Year 5- 13 Google Classroom 

 

Also, in the last week, I need to make you aware that we are receiving hundreds of phone calls and 

emails, every day, with many parents asking for advice on whether or not individual children should 

attend school.  Our team are not medical professionals and cannot provide an assessment of an 

individual child’s symptoms.  However, this is having a significant impact on our staff’s capacity to 

help with other non-COVID related questions.  So, I wanted to share the following update with you, 

which is from North Tyneside’s Director of Public Health:   

 

North Tyneside like all other areas across the North East has seen significantly increasing rates of 

infection over the last few weeks and there is now widespread community transmission of the virus. 

 

Working closely with North Tyneside Council and Public Health England the school continues to 

ensure that we operate safely, and that we minimise the spread of the virus. This includes 

maintaining high standards of hygiene inside and outside classroom settings, grouping children in 

‘bubbles’ and maintaining social distancing where ever possible. 

 

As parents or carers, you can support the endeavours to help control the virus in North Tyneside by 

adhering to the national restrictions, maintaining social distancing and good hand hygiene.  

 

We are also asking that you please keep your child at home if anyone else in the household is 

suspected of having or has had a positive test for COVID-19, or if your child has any of the following 

symptoms of Covid-19: 

 

• A fever – this means hot to the touch on the chest or back 

• A continuous cough - a dry cough and coughing a lot for over an hour with more than 3 

episodes per day 

• Loss or change of taste and smell - this means no smell or taste, or things smell or taste 

different to normal 

 

It is important that the whole household self-isolates until anyone in the household with symptoms 

get tested as soon as any symptoms start to occur via www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or calling 119.  Only 

people with symptoms should get tested. 

 

If the test is positive the person will need self-isolate for 10 days, the rest of the household for 14 

days. 

 

The action we will take in school if a member of staff or a pupil has a positive test result for COVID-

19 is as follows: 

o As soon as we are informed of the positive test result, we will carry out a risk assessment 

with Public Health colleagues to identify any other children or staff who may have been a 

close contact with the confirmed case.    

 

o If your child is not identified as a close contact of the confirmed case we will contact you 

to tell you that you do not need to make any change to your usual routine and that it is safe 

for your child to continue to attend school. 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or%20calling%20119
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o If your child is identified as having been in close contact with the confirmed case we 

contact you and ask you to keep your child at home to self-isolate for 14 days, in line 

with government guidance.  Your child DOES NOT need to be tested. Other members of 

your household or contacts of your child DO NOT need to self-isolate and can continue normal 

activities. If your child does develop symptoms while self-isolating then the household should 

self-isolate and the child should get a test.  

 

The evidence from the Chief Medical Officer is very clear that the balance of risk is strongly in favour 

of children attending school and that serious illness or deaths in children and teenagers from Covid-

19 are extremely rare.  Therefore, it is really important that all children continue to attend school or 

college (unless asked to self-isolate) for their educational progress, for their wellbeing and for their 

wider development. 

 

Decisions on future advice to education or children’s social care settings will be taken based on the 

latest and best scientific evidence, which at this stage suggests children are a lower risk group. That 

said, we have previously experienced rapid and significant changes in guidance, so will continue to 

review our practices and procedures frequently.  It is national guidance that every school, education 

and childcare provider is required to follow, and our responsibility is to ensure it is successfully 

implemented for Kings Priory School.  

 

I explain all of this, which most of you know anyway, as I have previously asked for your co-operation 

to help stop the spread of false information and rumours.  Sadly, we continue to receive calls and 

emails from a small number of rude and abusive parents, and this has to stop.  Our staff are all 

working exceptionally hard in very difficult circumstances to ensure high quality education, pastoral 

care, as well as protecting health and hygiene.  They do not deserve to be verbally abused by a 

small sub-set of parents who want to find fault with the national guidance.  

Can I also remind parents that we are not able to accept any visitors on site without prior 

authorisation.  This includes parents and carers.  Similarly, due to the restrictions, we will not be 

able to accept any items at either Reception for delivery to a pupil during the school day.  I should 

not have to explain why, but this is a public health intervention to potentially avoid up to three 

thousand people (the number of parents we have) all having the opportunity to pop into school. 

Unfortunately, we have a considerable number of parents ignoring this instruction and some of these 

are then being abusive to the staff and this has to stop.  

 

Finally, today I would like to thank the majority of our community who have acted responsibly and 

continue to support our staff in providing the best education and care, in what I think everyone can 

accept are very difficult circumstances.  

 

And finally, as the English strategist, innovator and writer, Dr Max Mckeown said “adaptability is 

about the powerful difference between adapting to cope and adapting to win.”  Right now, I think 

we are all trying to do both, with, of course, the aim of winning. 
 

Best wishes, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Sanderson 

Principal 


