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12 October 2020 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

I was not intending to provide a further update until the end of this week; however, once 
again, in 2020, events have overtaken my planning.  I am writing to you all today, to let 
you know that we have taken the difficult decision to send home the remaining 

Year 10 pupils, who have not been identified as close contacts, from the end of 
today: Monday 12 October 2020. 

 
We now have three confirmed COVID-19 cases in Year 10, which has already led to three 
separate groups of pupils having to self-isolate, in addition to those also isolating due to 

confirmed cases within their immediate family or have, or are yet to be, contact traced.  
With over 70% of the cohort out of school, we have decided to switch all of Year 10 to 

online learning for the rest of this week.  This will allow teaching staff to fully focus on 
remote learning rather than having to juggle between online and in-person teaching of 

classes where some only now have one or two pupils present. We have explored all 
possibilities before reaching this decision, including modelling the merging of classes for 
this week. Our teams got so far down this work and it became apparent that this made 

option subjects very messy, which started to have significant timetabling effects for the 
rest of the school if we proceeded. So, work will be set via Google Classroom for all pupils 

in Year 10 for the remainder of this week.  We hope to see all of our Year 10 pupils 
back, fit and well, on Monday 2nd November. 
 

Further to my update last week, I just wanted to reconfirm how we are approaching 
identifying pupils who need to self-isolate.  Once a confirmed case is identified, either within 

our pupils or staff, we work very closely with the Health Protection Team at North Tyneside 
and also go through everything with the Department for Education.  They explain how in 
each particular case we identify “close contacts” based on close contact definitions in 

conjunction with classroom seating plans and details about the nature and timings of 
individual’s symptoms as well as the date of tests. In addition, contact and arrangements 

at breaks and lunchtime are considered. The day of the week all of this information becomes 
known further informs a significant part of the risk assessment. Rather than contact 
everyone in school if there are confirmed cases close together, we are now only 

contacting the identified “close contacts” who will need to self-isolate and wider 
groups where appropriate.  So, at this point no news should be considered good news.  

Also, we have a number of complaints from parents who believe their child should have 
been identified as a close contact due to, for example, walking to school or outside of school 
activities.  Obviously, as a school we do not have detailed information on contacts outside 

of the school so would suggest parents follow the national definitions for close contacts. 
Where we can, and if is appropriate, we will support in this to the most helpful extent within 

our remit.   
 
We are fast approaching our half-term break, which will hopefully act some way as a natural 

circuit breaker for Kings Priory School.  Unlike most local schools we have the benefit of a 
two-week half-term.  It will be very important, however, that everyone adheres to the local 

restrictions, whatever may be announced later today, to ensure we can all return safely to 
on-site education at the start of November. 
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I appreciate your on-going support and flexibility. Here’s hoping everything goes as smooth 

as it can be for the rest of the week. I’m sure I’ll be in touch before or on Friday. Look after 
yourselves. Or as the musician Janis Joplin put it: “Don’t compromise yourself. You are all 

you’ve got.” 
 
Happy Monday, folks.  

 
Best wishes, 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Philip Sanderson 
Principal 


