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4 January 2022 
 
Dear Parents, 

 
Happy New Year. That Was the Year That Was. We’re almost back, but with a couple of 
significant changes in the guidance. The two main changes are face coverings and testing: 

 
• Face coverings: The Government is temporarily recommending that face coverings 

are worn in classrooms and teaching spaces for pupils in Year 7 or above. This 

builds on the existing guidance that recommends face coverings for all adults in 
communal areas of all settings. Please can you ensure that pupils bring an appropriate 
face covering to school each day. We do not have an endless supply of disposable face 

coverings. I would also appreciate it if you could talk to your son or daughter about the 
importance of this to ensure face coverings do not become a point of unnecessary 
awkward challenge.  

 
• Testing: The Department for Education has asked that secondary school pupils 

undertake one on-site test, before returning in January. This is happening tomorrow, 
Wednesday 5 January 2022, here, on site. This will, in theory, help boost testing 
participation and reduce transmission after a period of social mixing during the holidays. 

Pupils should then be strongly encouraged to continue testing twice weekly at home and 
to report all results to NHS Test and Trace as well as to Kings Priory School: 

Year 7:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xFOI3ObUMA9g8wNkQySKvg2RynLmHRCk_KrLUDvQux
M 
 

Year 8:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1SJk0Lp6t74zbgtGZCNiwXrF-GdNQEuQYjbFw_-2dk1s 
 

Year 9: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mk95cfc14mX7i87gSZgVuIXCypUcYgvCkryJVyOw1Oo 
 

Year 10:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qPuwbUDQ1rsSU-ZlxfDgehcVDfe_P5-o0ympb9UvHjI 
 

Year 11:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1feEnTof-hjmzWvIU4LeAKw3NFWWMsnP0RXnCAGcgInE 
 

Sixth Form: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1sgIBRgk4HWsNqHl6PW5on6PkHmjeVW9PZpdbTllzTZQ 

 

There is a significant change in guidance.  The Department for Education has 
confirmed that pupils who have tested positive in the past, including within the 

last 90 days are strongly encouraged to take part in LFD testing on-site once 
they have completed their isolation period for their prior infection.  

 

This change will likely impact many pupils, who up until yesterday thought that they didn’t need 
to come for a test tomorrow.  However, they do now.  This is not a school decision but a 

requirement from the Department of Education although I apologise for any last-minute 
logistical challenges this brings. By now, we are all (wearily) resigned to last-minute changes 
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but still all very committed to keeping school as normal as possible for everyone.  
 

As a reminder our year group testing times are: 
Year 7   1:00-1:30pm 
Year 8   1:30-2:00pm 

Year 9   2:00-2:30pm 
Year 10  2:30-3:00pm 
Year 11  3:00-3:30pm 

Year 12   3:30-4:00pm 
Year 13  4:00-4:30pm 
Pupils do not need to stay on site to await results.  We will telephone parents if necessary. 

 
Changes to the self-isolation period: 
Since Wednesday 22 December 2021, the 10-day self-isolation period for people who record a 

positive PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, unless 
you cannot test for any reason.   
  

Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who 
receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. 
The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be 

taken 24 hours apart. If both these test results are negative, and the person does not have a 
high temperature, they may end their self-isolation after the second negative test result and 

return to school on or after day 7. 
 
We continue to follow all government and Department for Education Operational Guidance for 

both primary and secondary schools. Regular hand washing, sanitising hands and good 
ventilation remain a priority.  We continually review our dynamic risk assessment and respond 
to changes as rapidly as we can. Transparently, the biggest challenge over the next few weeks 

will be staffing – it is all over the media currently – and we’ll just have to do whatever it takes 
with whatever happens. We do have ideas and scoped out contingencies, but the 
unpredictability of when and who may be off – both staff and pupils – at any given time makes 

any firm alternative planning a little redundant, but we’ve considered a very wide range of 
potential options in the last few weeks.  
 

On a separate, but not unrelated note, please be advised, if your child has a temperature and 
additional ailment, a test is still required. If your child has diarrhoea or vomiting, Public Health 
guidance is an absence from school for 48 hours from the last episode. Children can then return 

to school when they are well.  
  
The Greek philosopher Heraclitus said: “There is nothing permanent except change.”  Quite. It 

was true last year and looks like being just as relevant this year. What’s clear is that we’ve lots 
to navigate. But with a balance of compassion and strength – a winning combination of 
attributes – I’m sure together we will make the best of it.  

 
Best wishes, 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 

Philip Sanderson 
Principal 


