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FROM THE PRINCIPAL FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL 
Where have seven weeks gone 

since I last wrote to you at the 
beginning of the half term 
holiday in February? Here we 

are now, at the end of the 
Spring Term, rushing towards 
Easter. And it really has been 

one of the busiest of Spring 
terms. 
 

Unlike last February we have at 
least not been interrupted by 
severe wintery weather. Instead 

we have gone from summer-like 
temperatures to high winds and 
lovely spring days and 

sometimes snow: the diversity 
in the weather is not that 
dissimilar to the diversity and 

contrasting events and activities 
that go on at Kings Priory School 
every day. 

 
One of our most significant 

moments during this half term 
was the arrival of the Ofsted 
inspectors in March. I was 

delighted by the attitude and 
support from pupils, parents and 
staff alike throughout the time 

the inspectors were with us. I 
received some very encouraging 
and supportive messages from 

the community, for which I am 
extremely grateful.  
 

We have continued to be well 
supported by our visiting Chapel 
teams and our thanks this half 

term go to Rev’d Captain Steve 

Dixon, Fr Martin Lee and the St 
Mary’s Church team: Carole Lax, 

Rev’d Rachel Wood and Liz 
Hayes. 
 

We held our first of the 
revitalised Parents’ Forum 
meetings, based this time 

around Curriculum, which was 
extremely successful and we 
thank the parents who 

volunteered for this group for 
their input and positivity. 
 

Parents’ Evenings for Reception 
to Year 4, Years 5 and 6, Year 
10 and Year 12 have taken 

place. We hosted a Year 3 & 4 
Maths and English Curriculum 
Evening, a Year 6 SATS 

information evening and a highly 
informative E-Safety 

presentation. 
 
Reception pupils hosted their 

Chapter mornings and visited 
the Rising Sun Country Park. 
Once again our Year 1 pupils’ 

Grandparents were invited to 
visit the classrooms for the 
afternoon, which everyone 

thoroughly enjoyed. Years 1, 2 
and 4 visited Tynemouth Village 
Library. There were First School 

Maths workshops for pupils and 
parents in school, visits for Year 
2 to Pizza Express and a cooking 

and smoothie bike event. Year 3 
pupils held class assemblies 
when their parents and visitors 

could come and see them 
perform. And at the end of the 
term both KS1 and KS2 pupils 

took part in a Tennis Clublink 

event at Collingwood Tennis 
Club. Our KS1 and Lower KS2 

pupils received an extremely 
informative safety talk from the 
local RNLI, Year 4 pupils 

continued the theme of visits 
with an exciting event at Seven 
Stories with renowned author 

David Almond and also 
completed a Land Survey 
around Tynemouth village. 

 
Reception pupils were weighed, 
measured and received vision 

checks, whilst Year 6 were also 
weighed and measured and Year 
9 pupils received their 

immunisations. 
 
The Music Department has been 

extremely busy this half-term 
with the Associated Board of the 

Royal Schools of Music 
examinations taking place, we 
wish all those who have taken 

exams the very best of luck. The 
Department hosted three 
extremely successful events in 

the School concert and two 
Open Mic nights for Middle and 
Senior Schools. The choirs sang 

beautifully at the Re-Dedication 
of St Michael and All Souls 
Church in Alnham in the 

presence of Bishop Christine. 
TICE workshops took place in 
schools around the borough and 

our Sixth Form were treated to a 
live performance of Mozart’s 
Opera Magic Flute at the Theatre 

Royal. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL Continued... 
 
I had pleasure of being invited 
to watch a number of our pupils 

perform in the St Bartholomew’s 
Church, Benton’s production of 
Wizard of Oz. It was a delight to 

see our young performers bring 
life to the parts in this 
production. And along the same 

lines, our Senior and Middle 
School production of The 
Addams Family Musical is now 

underway with auditions having 
already taken place. I very 
much look forward to this in 

June. 
 
Up into Upper KS2, Middle and 

Senior Schools the events and 
visits continued: creative writing 
was on the cards for a number 

of our Year 7 pupils both at the 
Live Theatre and the Lit and Phil 
in Newcastle, with Ruby 

Richardson being crowned 
runner up in the 7 – 9 years age 
group of the Lit and Phil Young 

Writers’ Award. You can read 
her excellent entry later in this 
newsletter – well done. World 

Book Day was celebrated with 
pupils arriving at school either 
dressed as a character from 

their favourite book or in their 
pyjamas, ready for a good night 
story. I am sure that the 

Inspection Team, who were here 
on that day, appreciated the 

hard work involved in the events 
and the costumes. Maths and 
Science both featured well 

during the half term with the 
Year 10 Maths Feast, Year 9 
UKMT Team Maths Challenge, 

Rotary NE Technology STEM 
challenge, Durham University 

Schools’ Science Fair and Year 
13 students visiting Newcastle 
University Chemistry 

department for a practical 
session. We hosted a 
presentation from Richard 

Stephenson, an author and old 
boy of King’s School, for the 
launch for his recent publication 

and Year 12 politics students 
visited the Houses of Parliament. 
 

The Gold Duke of Edinburgh 
expedition in the Lake District 
and the Battlefields visit to 

Ypres and surroundings took 
place, and everyone returned 
safely to school. 

 
Careers was high on the agenda 

for the half term with Year 8 
watching a Careers performance 
in the King’s Hall, Year 9 visiting 

the Discovery Museum for a 
Careers STEAM Fair and parents 
and friends assisting in a highly 

successful Year 12 Careers Fair. 
 
For our Year 12 Prefects, to end 

this half term, they enjoyed a 
special dinner, prepared by Ms 
Jessup and her catering team in 

celebration of the year past and 
all the hard work they have 
done.  Thank you to everyone 

for making this a special 
evening. 
 

Whilst our Year 9, GCSE and A 
Level students do need to take 
time to study hard over the 

holidays, I am also very grateful 
to the staff who are running 

revision session over the 
holidays. And in amongst all 

heaps of work that the Senior 
School need to do, I do hope 
you are able to take some time 

during this Eastertide to spend 
quality time with your friends 
and family.   

 
We look forward to seeing you 
all back at towards the end of 

April for the start of the final 
term of this academic year. 
 

Best wishes, 
Philip Sanderson 
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Since we last wrote to you, time seems to have flown 

by - an indication of just how busy the First and Middle 

School pupils and teachers have been. It has been a 

real honour to take over as Acting Vice Principal until 

Mrs Watson returns; we wish her the very best and 

look forward to some good news soon.  

Easter is an amazing time of the year and I was so 

pleased to visit classrooms this week and see a variety 

of handicrafts the pupils have been busy producing - 

something I know you will all appreciate when they 

come home to you.  

I was fortunate enough to take assembly last week 

speaking on the theme of sacrifice and how giving up 

things we love for the benefit of others carries its own 

rewards. Therefore, it was lovely to see so many  

pupils recognised for their accomplishments in our 

Achievement Assembly this week, with so many  

coming forward to be recognised for their efforts both 

inside and outside the classroom. 

This term has seen a variety of visitors – from Ofsted 

Inspectors to RNLI representatives – but the one thing 

that is always remarked upon by anybody fortunate 

enough to visit us, is the politeness and consideration 

that our pupils show to our guests and to one another. 

This is a real strength and an example of how we 

demonstrate some of our core values.  

First School have been very busy: there have been 

class assemblies; visiting grandparents; fair-trade 

events; visits to libraries, beaches or Tynemouth  

itself; book fairs; numeracy days; discos and who 

could forget the many wonderful outfits from staff and 

pupils on display during World Book day?  

 

 

 

Whilst I am writing, I would like to take this            

opportunity to congratulate the winner of our School 

Values poster competition, Savina Menne. Savina’s 

Year 4 entry was selected from a pleasing number of 

high-standard entries, and her poster is currently     

being framed and will be on display in the First School 

main reception for all to see.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honours also go to Ria Khosla in Year 4 for winning 

the Maths’ Times Table Bee competition as part of our 

Numeracy Day. Congratulations too must go to Year 2 

who managed to secure the Fair Active School award - 

the second highest fair-trade award and a true         

accomplishment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, thank you to First School parents for your    

support of the recent parents’ evenings and the      

positive feedback about the staff who work so very 

hard to ensure the happiness and all-round education 

of each of our pupils.  

Mr Robertson 
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We would love you and your family to join our 

school team at the 37th Children’s Cancer Run 

on Sunday 19 May at Newcastle Racecourse, 

Gosforth Park.  

The Children’s Cancer Run is a family fun run 

with one, three and five mile courses. 

The event raises funds for the North of 

England Children’s Cancer Research fund. We 

are very excited to be supporting this event 

and would like to invite you to join us for what 

promises to be a fun filled family day out.  

Thank you to Chris Peacock, Chairman of the 

Charity for coming into our assembly and 

talking about the charity and how to register. 

Registering for the run through Kings Priory 

School allows everyone to receive their t-shirt 

prior to the event and shows on-line funds 

raised so far by us.  

 

All participants receive a 37th Anniversary 

medal and a picnic on the day, and all children 

receive a limited edition t-shirt. Metro Radio 

will also be there to entertain everyone with 

music and competitions.  

Please complete an on-line entry form to join 

our team: 

www.childrenscancerrun.co.uk 

Join in the conversation at        @KingsPriory        /KingsPriory           kingsprioryschool.co.uk  

In February, Kings Priory School celebrated their 

first ever Maths day with magic tricks and  

fundraising activities.  

From Reception to Year 6 children came into 

school wearing varied maths fancy dress outfits 

ranging from NumberBlocks to calculators.  

During the day we also welcomed our special 

Maths Magician Tony Charles, who travelled from 

Kent to help us celebrate the day. Throughout 

his visit he amazed the children with magic and 

number tricks; even teaching Year 2 students 

and grown-ups how to do the magic at home.    

As part of our fundraising drive to help buy new 

resources across the Primary maths department, 

each year group took part in a sponsored ‘Times 

Table Bee’. In total over £1597.07 was raised 

with some of this being used to purchase ‘Times 

Table Rock Stars’ and make it available to all 

children on all devices. The winner of our maths 

prize draw was Ria Khosla who won a Maths Wizz 

Electronic Flash Card Game.  

Board games were played, maths challenges set 

and the children thoroughly enjoyed the day. We 

are already working on how to make our Maths 

day in 2020 even better! 
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Kings Priory School have achieved the Fairactive School award, 

which is the second highest Fairtrade award available.  

The Fairactive award required not only a great deal of work in the 

classroom but also to organise events outside of lessons to bring 

the school together as a community. 

Year 2 learned about Fairtrade as part of their Africa Topic.         

This included exploring a range of Fairtrade food items from       

chocolate to coffee and even ginger. We learned how the food      

arrives in our shops but also the benefit buying Fairtrade has on 

the workers and their communities. Year 2 even wrote persuasive 

letters to Mr Sanderson to see if we could get our fruit from a 

Fairtrade supplier. 

Outside the classroom, children participated in African cooking     

using Fairtrade ingredients and also used a smoothie bike to peddle 

and create their own Fairtrade smoothies. We also had the         

massively successful Gingerbread run which raised £202 which was 

donated to Fairtrade. KPS are very proud of this achievement which 

resulted from the hard work that the children put in.                   

Well done Kings Priory School.  

Fairtrade Success 

 

 

 

 

NECCR IS THE FIRST SCHOOL CHARITY  

FOR THIS YEAR  
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Full Moon by 4AWCY - a collaborative poem 

Full Moon is a hypnotising eyeball  

staring inside my soul, 

Full Moon is a desolate marshmallow  

sinking in hot chocolate, 

Full Moon is a drop of pure silver  

drifting through the air, 

Full Moon is the inside of a coconut  

gasping to be consumed, 

Full moon is the sun of the night 

guarding the precious constellations. 

Most of all, full moon  

Is a monumental snowball gradually breaking  

Into  

Diamond  

Stars. 

In Year 1 we recently welcomed our grandparents in to 

school to help us with our topic work.  

We had an amazing turnout with over 10 grandparents 

per class! They came in to answer all of our questions 

about the past and also brought artefacts to show us 

how things have changed since they were children.  

We also hosted an afternoon tea for our grandparents 

where they could indulge in hot drinks, sandwiches, 

cakes and snacks.  

The whole of Year 1 would like to take the opportunity 

to thank everyone that came in for their time. It really 

was an inspiring afternoon and everyone, including the 

teachers, learned something new! 

The Year 1 team.  

 

On Wednesday 6 March a talented group of Kings Priory Year 4 

girls met at The Parks to participate in The North Tyneside 

Dance Festival, a celebration of creative dance performed by 

schools in our area. This year it was based on the theme of 

‘Stage and screen’.  

We enjoyed rehearsing hard and allowing the girls to            

contribute their ideas to The Sound Track ‘Footloose’. They 

performed an energetic dance routine, incorporating different 

dance styles to a foot tapping screen favourite.  They were 

taught some choreographed moves but were also given the 

chance to express themselves through improvisation,          

incorporating a range of gymnastics moves too. They worked 

very hard throughout rehearsals and proved themselves to be 

dedicated dancers. 

One of the pupils who took part said: “It was really fun. I     

hardly ever dance and I got inspired by it and now I dance 

much more.  It was so exciting performing in front of an      

audience!” It was a pleasure not only watching the girls       

perform so well, but to witness their impeccable behaviour, 

their positive attitude and their endless enthusiasm.  

Thank you to all the Year 4 girls who made this night such a 

memorable evening of dance and for making their teachers 

very proud. 

Catherine Spencer and Jess O’Keefe.  

First School 

Book Fair 

                                                           

The First School hosted 

another successful Book 

Fair in March, with a 

special appearance each 

day by Clifford the Big 

Red Dog. It was      

wonderful to see so 

many pupils taking the 

opportunity to grow their own personal libraries at 

home or purchase a present for someone special. 

As well as encouraging families to buy great books 

and further foster their love of reading, we run the 

book fairs because they enable us to purchase even 

more books for school; this builds up the reading 

scheme, adds to our library and increases the    

number of books in each classroom. 

This time, with your fantastic effort, the Book Fair 

raised a huge £1193.00! So the staff and pupils 

(and of course, Clifford!) would like to thank you for 

your continued support of the school. Look out for 

news on the lovely books that we will be purchasing 

from Scholastic soon. 

We will be running another Book Fair in the First 

School in the week beginning 1 July, so we look  

forward to seeing you there. And who knows?   

Perhaps Clifford will make another appearance…. 
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Middle School has been full of purposeful hustle 

and bustle; what better way to celebrate another 

strong term than with this week’s Achievement 

Assembly. So many pupils were recognised for 

their commendable efforts inside and outside the 

classroom on Monday; it was truly inspirational 

and well done to all.  

The Year 6 pupils continue to take SATs  

preparation in their stride - a real  

accomplishment by pupils and teachers as they 

all give of their very best. Thank you to all who 

came to the Year 6 SATs information evening 

that we hosted.  

Our parents’ evenings for Year 5 and Year 6 were 

well attended and I would like to thank  

everybody for their positive feedback and, of 

course, we will continue to endeavour to deliver 

the best educational experience for all pupils 

within our care. 

Middle School pupils, like the First School, have 

benefited from a variety of visits from TICE  

workshops to pupils successfully competing and 

attending the Young Writers’ awards evening at 

the Lit and Phil. World Book Day saw pupils in 

costumes, pyjamas or enthusiastically creating 

wall art for the outside of their classrooms and 

these looked amazing.  

E-safety events have seen a good turnout from 

parents as we look to work hand-in-hand,  

educating our pupils to be more aware and safer 

regarding their activities online. Mr Kelsey, as our 

E-Safety officer, is keen to include more events 

and your support is always appreciated.  

Middle School has seen a number of inspirational 

quotes being placed around the school. These 

have been funded by the PTA and are proving to 

be excellent conversation points and encouraging 

further thought and discussion.  

Last month we also welcomed the Open Mic 

nights to raise money for the Middle School   

Charity TLC (Teddies for Loving Care) –             

an initiative I continue to enjoy. Pupils showed 

confidence and talent as they performed to a 

packed audience; it is always great to see pupils 

display extra-curricular skills outside the       

classroom environment and demonstrate       

friendship in the way the y look after one  

another. The Music Department have worked 

hard on the Open Mic night auditions and have 

already begun preparation for this year’s show 

which will be The Addams Family and I cannot  

believe that will signal the end of another school 

year! 

Next term looks just as energetic as this one, as 

we look to increase further the number of visits 

to include overseas adventures; we will hold    

discos for our Year 5 and 6 pupils; Year 8 pupils 

will venture to Ford Castle once more and we will 

have some live concerts - to name just a few of 

the activities.  

I would like to wish you and your family every 

happiness over the Easter break and I am sure 

we will all return refreshed and ready for the    

exciting term ahead.   

Mr Robertson 

CONGRATULATIONS RUBY! 

(PICTURED THIRD FROM LEFT, FULL STORY ON PAGE 9) 
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Swimmers Success! 
Arianna and Eva celebrate success in their 
recent swimming competition. Both girls had 
the honour of being asked to represent    
Tynemouth Amateur Swimming Club at The 
Scottish National Championships on 27 to the 
31 March 2019.  

Both Eva and Arianna reached the finals in the 
200 Free Long Course, swimming at a very 
high level and showed that they are within the 
top 10 fastest 13year olds within Scotland. 
Arianna also secured herself a Bronze Medal in 
the 50 Free Long Course, resulting in her  
being the 3rd fastest girl in the whole of  
Scotland. Arianna also qualified for the 100m 
free style final finishing 10th after finishing 
4th in the 1500m on the same day. 
 Outstanding achievement from both girls 
showing a high level of dedication and  
tenacity.  

We were absolutely thrilled that so many of our 
pupils entered the very first Whitley Bay Poetry 
Festival competition recently and many of our 
pupils’ work is on display throughout Whitley 

Bay town centre.   

Two pupils – Sam in Y7 and Japharna in Y12 – 
were shortlisted for prizes! Well done to         
everyone who entered.   

If you spot your poem on display, take a photo 

of it and send in for us to tweet! @kingspriory 

As part of our World Book Day celebration on Thursday 7 March, pupils 
from Reception to Year 8 were invited to bring in an artefact from their 
favourite book or dress up as a book character. There were some very 
imaginative artefacts and creative costumes worn on the day by both 
pupils and teachers alike!  

We were delighted to see so many staff and pupils arrive at school 
dressed as characters from their favourite books or bringing an artefact 
from their favourite book to share with others.  Pupils and staff really 
embraced the opportunity to share our love of reading. We had the cast 
of Macbeth, bedtime stories, a quotation treasure hunt, decorated form 
room doors and more besides. 

Pupils in the Middle School also celebrated reading by decorating their 
classroom door in the style of their favourite book. The winning door, as 
chosen by Mrs Smith and Mrs Piper, was ‘The Wayward School’ created 
by 6SJO, 2nd place was 8KPE with ‘Room on the Broom’ and 3rd place was 
JLA with ‘The Magic Faraway Tree’.  

A really well done to all classes involved. 

Congratulations to Ruby in Year 7 who came runner-up in her age category at 

this year’s Young Writers’ Awards hosted by the Lit & Phil Library in Newcastle. 

Her story entitled ‘A Little Bit of Hope Is All You Need’ is a very moving piece 

which impressed the panel of judges. 

The theme for this year’s competition was ‘Courage’ and 134 young people from 

the North East rose to the challenge.  

All of our Year 7 pupils who took part in the competition were a credit to the 

school and showed great talent and quality of writing. To reward their efforts, all 

entrants received a year’s membership to the Lit & Phil Library.  

Congratulations to all pupils involved.  

Ruby’s winning story is on the next page. 
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Ruby 

Kings Priory School  

Year 7  

Fiction 

A Little Bit Of Hope Is All You Need. 

 
 

At first, I couldn’t see the bike, but then I spotted a handle bar.  Why 
wasn’t Jack’s bike with mine and Dad’s? It was stuck in the corner 
behind my old wardrobe. In order to reach the bike, the wardrobe 
had to be pushed along. This is easy - or so I thought. My attempt to 
push it didn’t work. I tried again. I used every single bone and muscle 
in my body and finally, it budged. I grabbed the bike but something 
out of the corner of my eye grabbed my attention... my ballet  
slippers! I had to get them immediately. A pool of tears welled up in 
my eyes. So many memories of ballet. Of Mum.  
 
We decided to go for a walk, me, Dad and Mum, just the three of us. 
Down the freezing cold coast of Scotland; we sat inside a cafe and 
got some hot drinks to keep us warm. I ordered a hot chocolate - with 
whipped cream and marshmallows - Dad ordered a green tea and 
Mum got an espresso. We still don’t know what, but something was 
in that espresso that Mum was allergic to. We didn’t realise that she 
was allergic to anything and neither did she. Then, once we arrived 
home her cheeks turned pink, then the rest of her face, then the rest 
of her body. She said she felt incredibly hot. I knew that something 
was seriously wrong: she’d never been like this before. I frantically 
dialled 999. In minutes they were outside the house. They asked 
Mum a couple of weird questions and then she was put onto the 
stretcher and taken to hospital. We followed in the car. As soon as 
we got there, we were told to sit in the waiting room. The waiting was 
too much for me. I started crying. I tried to hide it but I couldn’t; Dad 
was trying so hard too. Soon after a nurse came out. We were called 
into a room. It contained a desk, a black leather desk chair and two 
sofa-like chairs. We all sat down and she said “I’m terribly sorry, she 
hasn’t made it.” The worst moment of my life. Me and dad cried for 
days, weeks, months. I couldn’t believe it. I didn’t want to believe it.  
 
Before she passed away, Mum was a ballerina. She wasn’t quite 
famous, but she was amazing: she’d been dancing since she was 5 
but she didn’t start ballet until she was 10. She told me that when 
she first started it was horrific, she was so behind everyone else. She 
went to GSOB -Glasgow School Of Ballet- for all of high school. 
When she was 14 she was recommended to do the yearly school 
production, that year it was the Nutcracker, and she got the main 
part! The more productions she did, the more “famous” she became, 
especially in the small town she lived, outside Glasgow. When I was 
3 she took me to my first ballet class; I immediately loved it. By 8 I 
had my pointe shoes and by 10 I was in my first ever production. Of 
course, I took the offer. By listening to my story, you’re probably 
thinking, why aren’t you on broadway already? And the answer to 
that question is, I stopped ballet. I regret it now. I could be on  
broadway being paid to do what I love, but no, I’m in my garage  
getting my little brother’s bike out. The reason I quit ballet was  
because when Mum died, I simply couldn’t dance without crying or 
having to leave the room. I didn’t enjoy it anymore. I couldn’t. I wasn’t 
making Mum proud. She wasn’t there. And that’s why I danced.   

**** 
I need to try them on. I carefully picked up the shoes and slid them 
on. I grabbed the beautiful pink lace and tied the soft ribbon around 
me. Why did I quit? I knew it would just take time to settle in again.  
“EMILY! WHERE IS MY BIKE?” Jack screamed from the top of his 
lungs. It startled me.  
“Sorry Jack. I’ll be 2 seconds,” more like 2 hours. I walked around 
and imagined that I was back in the studio, ready to rehearse. I didn’t 
take them off. Instead, I started dancing. Pirouetting by the second. I 
felt in my happy place. For years, I never knew where my happy 
place was, but now I do. Jack started shouting again. I’d lost track of 
time it’d been longer than an hour! Poor Jack. He would have gotten 
it out quicker. I grabbed the bike and gave it to him. 
“Why are you wearing your ballet shoes?” 

Jack asked. 
“I wanted to try them on, now go play with Olly or someone,” I 
shooed him away.  
 
Finally.  
 
I walked into the garage and did some more dancing, then, I ran    
inside to find dad. He was sitting on the sofa watching the football. I 
wanted to do ballet again. I know that I could learn to love it again. I 
asked him.  
“Are you sure?” I nodded. 
 
Two days later, I was back at my old dance studio. My stomach 
churned as I stepped in. A river of nostalgia flooded my head. Could 
I still dance? Was I going to slip and humiliate myself? Would I be 
put in a class with the 3 year olds? Would everyone laugh at me? I 
recognised the smell like I was there only yesterday. The ancient, 
musty scent of wooden floor... the metallic tang of the ballet bars... 
as familiar as it seemed, I still wasn’t comfortable. Miss Katie peered 
out from the changing rooms and trotted over. Miss Katie was a 
squat of a woman of 30, with a jolly personality - the opposite to me. 
She had dirty blonde hair and crystal blue eyes. Just like the ocean. 
[I wish I had blue eyes but I’m stuck with ugly green ones]  
 
She was wearing a pink leotard with white tights, she also wore a 
tutu but she only put that on when she was in the studio. 
“Emily! Darren! Jack!” She exclaimed. 
 
I greeted her with nerves and she took me through to the studio.  
“Before I put you in a class I need to see what you are capable of 
doing, is that alright?” Miss Katie’s voice still hadn’t changed. What 
was the point in that question? I hate those types of questions: 
they’re more of a command. I warmed up and stood in the middle of 
the dance floor. Miss Katie played some music and I started my solo. 
I hesitated for the first bar, but I took a shaky step forward and I   
started dancing. Pirouettes and jetés. As soon as I danced all of my 
worries vanished. I finished in third position and my arms up high. 
Miss Katie stood up and applauded. A smile appeared on her face. I 
didn’t know what I’d should have done after that. I turned around and 
looked at myself in the mirror, my face was red, I had a few wisps of 
hair, I was panting like mad, but I didn’t care. But then I saw a figure 
coming through the door..... 
 
It was Mum! I was so shocked I couldn’t move, but it was okay: she 
came to me. I hugged her, she cried; I cried.  
“I missed you so much. Please don’t go away again.” I could barely 
talk but was so glad she was back. I turned to see if Miss Katie was 
still there and she was. I turned back to Mum. She was gone.  
 
Gone. 
 
The one place I didn’t want her to be. I saw my face in the mirror, my 
flushed cheeks, my red, puffy eyes made me want to cry even more. 
I saw Miss Katie sitting on the seating area where parents sit when 
we perform a show, she acted like everything was normal, she acted 
like I wasn’t crying. It couldn’t have really been Mum. I must have 
been imagining it. Was I? Was I really? Just imagining? I looked 
back at myself in the mirror but then the room started spinning. I felt 
incredibly dizzy. I landed on the floor with a thud, well that’s what 
Dad told me.  
  
I opened my eyes and I was in bed, tucked up under my pink, silky, 
luxurious duvet. How did I get here? Why wasn’t I at the studio? Jack 
was sitting on my sofa staring at me. As soon as he saw my eyes 
open he rushed over. I spotted a letter on my nightstand. It was from 
GSOB.  
‘Read it,’ said Jack. I picked up the envelope, it had already been 
opened, and took the letter out. This can’t be true I thought. It was 
acceptance letter! A hand was placed on my shoulder, it was Dad’s. 
‘Well done Em, well done.’ Mum would be so proud. If only she were 
here.  
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It has been another busy term in Senior School 

with a huge range of opportunities grasped by 

our pupils. And their achievements both big and 

small continue to impress us all. 

There has been a conscious effort to develop the 

educational visits for in Senior School and staff 

have responded superbly to offer a wide variety 

of chances for pupils to get out of the classroom 

and learn. These visits take much thought and 

planning and I am grateful for the staff who lead 

and accompany them. Last month I saw this first

-hand on the WWI Battlefields Visit (more details 

elsewhere in this newsletter) to Belgium and 

France with 50 Year 9 and Year 10 and four other 

staff. It was a thought provoking visit and the 

undoubted highlight for me this term was to 

watch four of our pupils present a wreath at the 

Menin Gate during the famous last-post service. 

The pupils did us all proud that night. It was also 

heart-warming to be stopped by several  

members of the public who wanted to say how 

impressed they were with our pupils’ behaviour.  

On this last day of term our Year 12 politics 

group are in London visiting the Houses of  

Parliament, Year 13 chemists have been to  

Newcastle University to complete practical work, 

whilst Year 9 and Year 10 girls took part in the 

Rotary NE STEM Challenge winning awards for 

their efforts. A new initiative saw a Year 9 group 

STEAM visit into Newcastle. There are other        

examples and will be more chances for pupils to 

access these experiences during their time in 

Senior School. 

Not only have pupils been able to go out on visits 

this term, but they have benefitted from visitors 

into school. Our Raising the Bar careers talks 

have finished now for the year after the last of 

four talks in March. Our thanks to Tim Bailey, the 

school’s Enterprise Adviser for hosting the talks 

and for his contribution to our Year 12 Careers’ 

Fair this week. Now in its third year the fair  

focuses on non-university routes for our Sixth 

Form, helping to ensure that they are able to 

make an informed choice about their future 

plans. University advice has been available to our 

Year 9 and Year 10 this term too with a talk from 

Dr Lucy Busfield from St. Anne’s College, Oxford 

University about the process of applying to      

Oxbridge. Three senior year groups were the     

audience for a pilot scheme launched by the BBC 

to promote creative careers for young people.  

The final assembly of each term celebrates the 

successes of the pupils in our achievement       

assembly. Mr Sanderson presented certificates to 

pupils who won subject awards nominated by the 

teaching staff. These are presented in two        

categories; achievement and effort. There was 

also an award for 100% attendance and the top 

ten net achievement points scorers in each year 

group were acknowledged. We have also now 

have a Random Act of Kindness box, where       

pupils or staff can nominate someone in school 

for a mention. It was nice to be able to do this in 

the assembly too. These little acts of kindness 

make a big difference to our school community. 

The sports section of the newsletter has details of 

team and individual success, but special mention 

to our Year 10 girls who are U15 hockey County 

Champions. Very well done, they are continuing 

our rich history in the sport. 

You will have now read the feedback from our 

Ofsted report and I hope noted the positive    

comments on the behaviour and culture in the 

school. I was immensely proud to read that and 

glad that the inspection team had recognised 

what I see on a daily basis. Our pupils are       

superb, almost all of the time and if they get it 

wrong there is genuine remorse. Mistakes      

happen and after all they are teenagers! I         

reflected on that during the Open Mic Night in 

late March which was a lovely evening allowing 

our performers to showcase their musical talents 

and just as importantly support each other in     

doing so. In nutshell, that is what we are about. 

I would like to wish everyone a restful Easter     

holiday.  

Mr Nicholson 
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THE BIG APPLE 

The NYC visit 2019 was an amazing experience for the 
entire group including students and teachers. Our hotel 
was located about a ten minute walk from Times Square 
meaning we didn’t miss out on all the fun. We visited 

some amazing sites including Empire State Building,  
Central Park, Brooklyn Bridge and Liberty Island. The  
natural history museum provided information and facts 
about the history of NYC which was incredibly interesting. 
We also all participated in many puzzles and games in the 
Maths museum.  

To add to the amazing time in NYC we managed to watch 

the Broadway show Wicked and have our final meal in 
Ellen’s Stardust diner which got everyone singing and 
dancing.  

On the final day we walked all around Central Park seeing 
some iconic sites like the plaza hotel and fountain that 

the famous TV show friends theme song is based on.  

On a whole the visit was a huge success and was enjoyed 
by everyone involved and we really 
look forward to the next school visit!! 

The visit to Belgium and France was  
successful and thoroughly enjoyable: the 
sun, the sites, and most importantly the 
history, and poetry, made the visit  
worthwhile. An experience all of us are 
grateful to have had; it was enjoyable and 
an important learning opportunity.  
 
Our visit began on the coach and ferry, 

which was tiring, yes, but we nonetheless 
arrived successfully at our destination of 
Rotterdam. When we docked in Europe, on 
Friday 22 March, we embarked on our  
journey from the Netherlands to western 
Belgium. After meeting our tour guide for 
the day: Simone, we headed towards many 
different cemeteries and memorials:  
Langemark, Cloth Hall, Essex Farm and 
Tyne Cot to name a few.  
 
The students and staff were very interested 
in learning about each of the locations and 
our excellent tour guide was very helpful in 
answering questions and explaining the 
sites.  However, our favourite site was Tyne 
Cot Memorial, we visited at dusk when the 
sun was setting, and much of the cemetery 
was illuminated, beautifully reflecting the 
location. Many students were able to find 
the names of relatives on the walls, with 
over 35,000 names written either on the 
panels or gravestones, all of whom fought 
in WW1.  

This first day was definitely a great start to 
the trip, it helped to broaden our  
understanding of the scale of casualties in 
the First World War. It can be easy to  
overlook just how many lives were taken by 
the Great War, but actually seeing the rows 
of gravestones quickly highlighted the  

reality. The evening entertainment was 
much lighter; we proceeded to the hostel 
and made a quick turn-around, so that 
we could get to dinner and go bowling. 
Some of us succeeded at this activity, 
others, not so much. After an eventful 
day, we settled down and got to sleep 
ready for the following morning.  
 
On the Saturday 23, we entered France 
and visited the Canadian memorial Vimy 
Ridge which stands at 27m tall. Friendly 
guides showed us preserved trenches and 
briefly talked us through what life was 

like, and the conditions faced by the  
millions of troops. The close proximity of 
the Canadian and German trenches was 
surprising to many of us. Once again the 
sun made an appearance and sunglasses 
were brought out by many members of the 
group.  
 
The Vimy Ridge memorial has a huge  

presence in the landscape, not only because 
of its sheer size, but also because of what it 
symbolises and represents. 
 
Our next guide, Fleur, led us on our  
remembrance tour of the Somme  
battlefields. One of the sites was a huge 
crater formed by a shell exploding  
underground, thankfully no one managed to 
fall into it - crisis averted. 
 
Next on our packed itinerary was the 
Thiepval memorial, the walls bear the 
names of more than 72,000 officers and 
men of the United Kingdom and South  
African forces who died in the Somme  
sector before 1918 and have no known 
grave. The huge number of names once 
again highlighted the tragedy of the war.  
 
That evening, our group attended the Last 
Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate in Ypres. 
The respectful ceremony was very moving 
and four pupils proudly laid a wreath on 
behalf of KPS. Perhaps the highlight of the 
trip for many came next. Yes, the  
chocolate. We witnessed some very good 
marketing by the shop to say the least. 
With our hands full of chocolate and our 
purses practically empty, we returned back 
to the hostel for a well-deserved night’s 
rest.  

We began our third and final day by visiting 
the Passchendaele museum, this included a 
collection of artefacts along with lots of 
engaging information and an artificial  
dug-out and trenches. Being able to walk 
through the reconstructed trenches was a 
strange feeling, but all of us really enjoyed 
the experience. We then spent the time 
before lunch relaxing by the lake, we  
hopefully didn’t make too much noise as to 
be a nuisance for some fisherman enjoying 
their Sunday morning. 
 
This break was much needed due to all the 
travelling and lack of relaxing time.  
However, Miss Auld was determined that we 
did as much as possible during our short 
stay, so we can’t complain. We then  
proceeded to have lunch, before reaching 
our final destination at the Sanctuary Wood 
memorial and museum. There were some 
heart-breaking photographs in the  
museum, but yet again this was another 

reminder of the dreadful realities.  
Afterwards we visited the memorial which 
was located on the top of a hill; standing by 
the memorial gave us a vast view of the 
Belgian landscape. It was strange to think 
that we stood in the same place as where 
the soldiers of Germany and Canada once 
fought. There too, we spent time sitting, 
taking pictures, and reflecting on our  
meaningful trip. Finally, we returned to the 
bus and the ferry port in Zeebrugge. It was 
a relief to finally be able to relax on the 
boat but there was still a sense of sadness 
that the trip was coming to an end.   
 
On the whole, many Uno games were 
played, many pictures were taken, and 
many memories were made. We had the 
opportunity to appreciate the stunning 
countryside of Belgium and France, but it 
was hard to imagine that such a serene and 
tranquil place was the site of such  
nightmarish horror for millions of men of all 
nationalities during WW1. I think we can 
speak for everyone when we say that the 
trip was truly an eye opening and wonderful 
experience. We would like to thank Malcolm 
the coach driver, our two tour guides, and 
all of the KPS staff who made the visit  
possible. 
 
Written by Samantha, Louisa and Eleanor. 
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Years 7 to 10 have been taking part in the Cracking the Code Competition 

created by Mangahigh. This has involved taking part in a variety of maths 

games, within and outside school, to earn medals.  Over 17,000 pupils 

took part across the country and Kings Priory School were placed 29th on a 

very competitive leader board.  The Top 10 for pupils, within our school 

changed on a daily basis which demonstrated the enthusiastic participa-

tion from them. 

We had 3 winners securing over 200 points in Year 7 and they have been 

notified and as a result will receive medals from the organisers. Well done 

to all.  

Part two of the competition has now started which is for Years 7 and 8 
only and involves designing a game.   
 
The games will be judged on creativity, use of maths and                  
communication. Pupils can then create their idea and document it by using 
the game  design template provided on the website. The game should 
involve solving maths problems and be themed around cracking a code in 
order to make an escape. The topic of the game should be Pattern OR 
Positives and negatives OR Keeping time OR Working with data. More  
details can be found at https://competition.mangahigh.com/
crackingthecode. 
 
The closing date for this part of the competition is 10 May 2019 and we 
can only submit one entry per year group which will make our internal    
judging difficult as there are always so many good entries to competitions 

like these. 
 
Overall, this has been a hugely successful competition within our school 

with nearly all pupils in Years 7 to 10 participating and having fun while 

working with numbers! 

Four students from Years 8 and 9 accompanied 
Miss Godsmark and Dr Notarangelo at the UK     
Mathematics Trust (UKMT) regional finals in 
Durham. Dennis,  Tom, Abigail and Maya worked 

together to compete against some of the top young 
mathematicians in the region.  

The students represented Kings Priory School with 
the highest standards and demonstrated a real flair 
for mathematics and problem-solving.  

Well done team! 

Fancy giving your brain a workout? 

Q1. The mth triangular number is a square 
greater than 1. What is the smallest possi-
ble value of m? 

Q2. When the names of the first n positive     
integers are spelt in letters, the vowels A, 
E, I, O and U each occur at least once. 

What is the smallest possible value of n for 

which this      occurs?  

SAMPLE UKMT QUESTIONS (2018) 

 

A wonderful achievement for Amelie! 

Amelia has been awarded the Chief Scout 
Gold Award and the Scout of Year Trophy 
for her Group. 
 

The Chief Scout’s Gold Award is the highest 
award that you can achieve in the scout      
section. 
 
It is a difficult badge to earn, and she has 
completed a number of challenges including 
sailing, kayaking, climbing hiking, camping 

and  survival skills. 
 
The Scout of the Year Trophy was awarded 
for her great resilience, commitment, and 
determination to her Group and for her 
leadership and encouragement to the 

younger members of the Group. 

On Friday March 22 two teams of 
design technology pupils set off to 
Sunderland to take part in the first 
ever Rotary North East STEM Chal-
lenge. 

After a long bumpy bus drive down 

to Sunderland, we arrived at the 

Argyle House School where we 

were met by some lovely  

members of the Rotary NE and 

briefed on the days challenge. The task of the day was to create a crane 

that was less than 180mm in height, 150mm in width and had to function 

remotely from a distance of 800mm raising and lowering a metal weight 

from point A to B. In our teams we sketched some quick designs and notes 

for our required portfolio and then we set to work constructing our  

prototypes. After a quick lunch, kindly provided by AHS, and several hours 

of hard work we tested our models successfully. The challenge was marked 

on a number of criteria including how we worked as a team, the quality of 

our portfolio and how successfully our prototypes completed the challenge.   

The results of the Foundation Tier (Year 9) were announced first and we 

were pleased to find out that the Year 9 team (Isaac, Neave, Megan and 

Grace) had come in first place! Winning a trophy, medals and an illustrated 

science dictionary. After this announcement we were sure that we – the 

Year 10’s – wouldn’t win as well. However, to our surprise it was then re-

vealed we had placed second in the Intermediate Tier! Miss Nicholls was 

delighted with our result and ecstatic to be able to bring back a trophy and 

set of medals. We had an amazing day and would like to thank Argyle 

House School for hosting the event and Rotary North East for inviting us. 

Ellen and Tamara (NAR) 

http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
https://competition.mangahigh.com/crackingthecode#page-block-a1duz3q2wzs
https://competition.mangahigh.com/crackingthecode
https://competition.mangahigh.com/crackingthecode


SENIOR SCHOOL   |   PAGE 13 

On the 29 of March, a group of pupils 

joined dystopian writer Richard Ste-
phenson, a local author, for a session 

based on his newly written trilogy, 

The Tenebrian Chronicles  (Book 1 is 
called: Albie I: Fugitive of Tenebria). 

He began by talking about his main 

inspirations which ranged from: movie 
influences such as Star Wars; musical 

compositions, like The Harry Potter 

theme tune, and popular rock  
Nirvana. He then read an extract from 

the first book in the trilogy, where we 

meet the character and his surround-
ings for the first time. Alongside this 

we learned the main plot of the story 

and the reasons for Stephenson’s choice in names. The  

inspiration was taken from Greek, Norse and Roman  

Mythology, hence the City Of Tenebria being Albie’s home.  

The cover art , created by local Gateshead artist Trevor  
Storey, was included in the discussion and the influences 
were also heavily based on eighties culture and modern day 
gaming graphics.  

After this we, were given the opportunity to ask questions 
about the book and his experiences as an author. He  
answered as many as possible in the time given , ranging 
from his influences of the current time period to writing tips 

and how he got to the position he is in currently with his 
career.  

The main theme of the book, we learned was respect. This 

was due to his personal life experiences and his belief that 

a l l  human beings should  be equal  and  
accepting of one another. The whole of the series  
continues with this theme of respect and breaking down   
social constructs of normality. Many aspiring writers in the 
audience found his advice extremely helpful, encouraging 
them to do what they love and enjoy the time they spend 
doing it. 

He is a local author, who spent a period of time in London 
which influenced the plotline for the story because of the 
busy life and lack of communication with others. He now 
works as a teacher at a local primary school, teaching  
children about literature which furthers his love for writing 
and proves to be a constant inspiration.  

His book can be purchased from Amazon for £8.           
However, the third book is still in the process of being     
written, and is set to be released in 2020.  

This opportunity was extremely enlightening for those       
involved and we all enjoyed the chance to meet a local    
author—gaining advice as to how to further our own  
creative writing. By Verity and Jennifer. 

PREFECTS’ ANNUAL DINNER 
On Wednesday night in Café K the school hosted our now annual 

Prefects’  Dinner.  

It is a thank you from the school to the Year 13 prefects for all 

their commitment in the role. This year’s prefects have carried on 

the fine example set to them by the year above and have made a 

real difference to the wider leadership in school.  

The catering from our team in school was superb and was served 

to the students by the staff who attended the night.  It was an    

enjoyable and relaxing evening for all involved. 

YEAR 12 CAREERS FAIR 

Now in its’ third year the Year 12 Careers Fair welcomed over fifteen 
different employers representing a diverse range of sectors to school 
for the afternoon.  

Year 12 had a keynote talk from Tim Bailey, our school Enterprise 

Adviser, then a market place activity. Students were given profiles of 
the employers and were able to talk with them about their career 
pathways and gain valuable insight into the real world of business. 

The annual Staff versus Sixth Form charity football match took place at Prior’s Park on Thursday 4 April.   

In a thrilling and refreshingly even contest, the game finished 4 – 4 at the end of normal time after a late Sixth Form     
equaliser in injury time.   

Staff goals included a brace from the trusty Mr Nicholson, and staff  debutants Mr Donnelly and Mr Mole.  Sixth form scorers 

included a brace from Akin, Aaron, and Louis. The game went to penalties with Mr Youldon and Mr Smith confidently          
converting to secure a 2-1 win for the staff, their 8th consecutive victory in this fixture. 



MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT 

Addams Family  

Auditions have now taken place for our Summer Show, 

The Addams Family Musical. Once again, we could cast 

the show many times over with the talent that was 

displayed. We are still in the process of casting (proving 

to be harder than ever this year) but look forward to 

rehearsals starting the first Wednesday back after Easter 

– 24 April. Please watch this space for details of how to 

buy tickets. A reminder that show dates are 26, 27 and 

28 June 2019. 

Join in the conversation at        @KingsPriory        /KingsPriory           
kingsprioryschool.co.uk  

Wednesday 26 June 

Thursday 27 June 

Friday 28 June 

Middle and Senior School Open Mic Nights  

Our sell out Open Mic Nights last month resulted in a fabulous £522 being raised for our Middle 

and Senior School Charities, TLC and WWF respectively. There are wonderful events as they 

showcase our inclusive, varied and supportive ethos where all pupils have an opportunity to 

shine. Such an array of talent across a huge breadth of genres from jazz, soul, pop, rock and 

folk. Congratulations to all who performed and thank you to everyone who came to support.  

Senior School Experience Live Opera at the Theatre 

Royal, Newcastle  

Our Senior School Musicians were fortunate to be able to     

attend the Opera North School’s Production of the Mozart 

Opera, The Magic Flute. It is essential that our young          

musicians experience live performances and this lavish, out-

standing production was a real treat for the eyes and ears. It 

links directly to our unit on Classical Orchestral Music at GCSE 

so live learning at it’s very best!  

Senior Choir at Alnham  

Last month, we were honoured to be invited to sing 

at a service for the rededication of Alnham Village 

Church following recent renovations. The Bishop of 

Newcastle led the service and the Senior Choir 

were, as ever as credit to themselves and the 

school. Thank you to all for giving up your Sunday 

to support the community of Alnham. It is hugely 

appreciated.  

Senior School Concert  

This classical concert was a superb platform for our outstanding 

classical musicians at Kings Priory School, many of whom are 

Grade 8 or higher on their chosen instruments. Audience       

members were treated to simply outstanding performances of 

Brahms, Poulenc and Chopin (to name but a few). The standard 

of our musicians is very high indeed. Congratulations to all        

performers.    

ABRSM Examinations  

A packed schedule of examinations took place last week in 

the department: results will likely be received over the 

holidays. Results will be shared with instrumental teachers 

as soon as they are  received.  

TICE Workshop 

3 of our Y8 musicians took part in the initial stages of ‘This Is    
Creative Enterprise’ programme which will hopefully see them 
working towards a musical project with other young people in the 
borough over the rest of the year.  The recent workshop covered 
song writing techniques and opportunities in the music industry and 
built towards a short band project in which pupils wrote their own 
material.  Look out for updates on further workshops over the 
school year.  
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SPORTS 
DEPARTMENT 

This half term of the school year is always a busy one with 

the culmination of winter sports programmes leagues, cup 

competitions and county finals. 

In rugby it is the 7s season and we had competitions from 

Year 6 to Year 13. It is fantastic to see the younger pupils 

enjoying the game and performing so well against some 

really strong opposition at Durham and NSB. Year 7 to 

Year 13 all entered the County 7s and again performed 

well with some fantastic individual tries from a number of 

the boys. I would like to thank Ben and Patrick as  

Captains of rugby for their support and leadership over the 

whole of the rugby season. 

The school actually ran the u14, 15, 16 and 18 County 7s 

and had the support of the Year 12 Sports leaders which 

was invaluable. 

The football teams have continued to play matches with a 

full block of fixtures against Dame Allan’s from Year 5 up 

to Year 8 where all the boys played for one of the teams. 

Also in the senior school the Year 9, 10 and Sixth Form 

teams enjoyed some success in a number of games 

against Dame Allan’s. The North Tyneside cups and 

leagues have been more difficult with some very close 

games.  

The Year 6 have lost one game in the CVL league and the 

Year 7 similar. The Year 7 football team have been  

progressing very well in the league with only one loss so 

far this season and an excellent game where they lost out 

on penalties in the TSSSA cup. The Year 8 were  

progressing well in the cups but unfortunately lost out on 

penalties in a very close game. The 1st XI had a tough 

start to the season but came back with some good wins 

over Dame Allan’s and NSB. 

Our u14 girls football team have continued to progress in 

their CVL going unbeaten in the last round of fixtures. 

 

The success this term has been the introduction of girl’s 

football lower down the school with the Year 5 and 6 club 

on a Monday and the Year 8 girls playing in the North East 

league. They are enjoying playing and progressing all the 

time and hopefully will continue to play. 

The hockey teams have continued their success and  

progress. Year 7 moving onto 11-a-side games and  

performing well in the County tournament. 

The Year 8 team won the Tyne and Wear finals and are 

crowned County champions for this year. 

The Year 9 were runners up in the county championships. 

Year 10 were County Champions. 

A very successful time for the teams and some fantastic 

performances. I would like to thank Laura for her  

leadership as Captain of Hockey throughout the season. 

Finally our Year 11 basketball team having won the North 

Tyneside competition progress through to the Tyne and 

Wear finals on the penultimate day of term so good luck to 

them. 

Thank you to all the pupils and students who have  

participated in the sports this term and congratulations to 

all of them. The staff have enjoyed taking them to all the 

events and fixtures. 

We look forward to the Summer Term. 

Rob Snow. 

The success of school sport at a primary school level 
has been recognised by a national magazine. School 
sport magazine are covering the school in their next 
i s s u e .  T o  o r d e r  t h i s ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t                           

https://www.schoolsportmag.co.uk/ or contact                      
info@schoolsportmag.co.uk . 
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HOCKEY NEWS 

KPS TRIUMPH IN REGIONALS 

Following a phenomenal indoor athletics season for 

the Year 6 team where they were crowned County 

champions, a county team was selected based on data 

collected at this competition.  

In a squad of 27 from Tyne and Wear, a phenomenal 

ELEVEN athletes were selected from Kings Priory to 

compete in the regional championships.  

The Tyne and Wear team performed fantastically and 

managed to win the competition.  

Well done to Scarlett, Darcy, Emily, Aimee, Libby, 

Evan, Will, Ivry, Alex, Luke and George who were part 

of this victory. 

Under 12 Hockey 
 

In the North Tyneside Tournament 

the A team beat Marden Bridge and 

lost to Valley Gardens; the B team 

beat both Marden Bridge and Valley 

Gardens.  

In the Northumberland County 11-a-

side festival the team played coaching 

games against Dame Allan’s, Valley 

Gardens and NHSG.  

Well done to all the girls who          

represented KPS.  

The enthusiasm and willingness to 

listen to advice results in them all 

making super progress. 

 

Under 15 Hockey 

The squad played against 6 

t e a m s  i n  t h e              

Northumberland County 

Hockey Tournament ,    

drawing with RGS and 

NHSG and beating Dame 

Allan’s, RGS2, Bede and 

Berwick, scoring 8 goals 

and conceding none.         

A fantastic effort to retain 

the County champions   

status. Thanks to Lucy, the 

captain, for leading the 

team. 

Higher Sports Leaders 

T h e  H S L  h a v e  b e e n               

volunteering to help disabled 

pupils in the region at the        

Disability Athletics Talent ID 

day and then at the Tyne and 

Wear Games Finals.  

A tweet from North Tyneside 

(below) 

March is the month of the annual School Games which see the best teams from 
across the county compete in various sports. We again performed fantastically in 
hockey at district level with teams from Years 4, 6 and 8 qualifying to represent 
North Tyneside.  

Both the Year 4 and 6 teams performed fantastically before being beaten in the 
semi-finals, finally finishing in 4th place and narrowly missing out on a medal.   
The Year 8 teams went two steps further and triumphed in the final, making 
them county champions. Well done to all involved for their commitment and work 
ethic. 

The following day it was the turn of the Year 6 netball team who qualified as   
runners-up from North Tyneside to compete in the games at the Beacon of Light 

in Sunderland. The team performed absolutely fantastically and managed to 

come second in their 8 team group, giving them the opportunity to play in the 
Bronze medal match. They won this close encounter 3-1, giving them third place 
overall. This was a phenomenal achievement in a competition that is usually 
dominated by Sunderland schools.  

The children were very proud of  

themselves and were a credit to the 
school. 
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PTA 
Keep up to date with all 

that’s going on. Follow us on 

Twitter @PTA_KPS 

Email us : 

kingsprioryschoolpta@gmail.com 

Kings Priory School PTA 

Since the beginning of the academic year we have raised over £6,000! 

After a packed lower school disco in February, we watched, sang and danced along to Dirty Dancing at the 
parents movie night in March. 

With part of the money raised so far, the PTA has funded the following : 

Hiring lighting / radio mics, back drop and musicians for the musical theatre production (The Addams Family) 
for the Middle / Senior Show this coming summer. 

20 Art decal wall stickers with inspirational quotes placed throughout the whole school. 

Reading books for the First School. 

School licence for KS1 & KS2 Maths times Table Rockstars: software to strengthen numerical ability. 

The next items on the "make a difference list" are materials for the gardening club and outdoor furniture for 
the whole school.  

To make sure we can fund as many experiences, materials and equipment as possible (whilst getting to know 
each other and having fun!), we have planned the following events before the summer break: 

 

 April 25 Y5/6 Disco 

 May 1 Reception classes disco 

 May 23 Family Movie night - The Greatest Showman Sing along 

 June 6 Transition disco (Y4/5/6) 

 June 29 Summer Fair 

 
If you have any suggestions for fundraising activities please let us know by email or on our Facebook page. 
You can also come along to our monthly meetings which are usually held on the first Monday of the month at 
8pm in the village (please get in touch to confirm if you are planning to attend). 

SCHOOL REOPENS TO PUPILS ON TUESDAY 23 APRIL 2019 



PARTNERSHIP WORKING, SPONSORSHIP AND FUNDING 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A SUPPORTER OR SPONSOR  

IN ANY WAY THAT YOU CAN? 

If you are interested in supporting our school by sponsoring an event, working in partnership with us or you would  

like to make voluntary one-off or regular donation then please get in touch  

You may contact  Sarah Taylor via email:  

sarah.taylor@kps.woodard.co.uk 

Huge thanks go to Sam Bartlett and Chris Tocher Gardens.  

Chris and his colleague came in and worked really hard in our 

garden. They gave us their free time and helped us get the  

garden ready for our pupils to recommence gardening club. I am 

sure you will agree it looks great! 

We are also looking for help with our Middle School gardening 

club. If you would like to donate seeds, gardening tools, gloves, 

compost, pots, flowers or plants then please get in touch with us 

via email: tracy.close@kps.woodard.co.uk 

 

 

Email us: ljonesdanceacademy@hotmail.com 

Call us:  07961780263 

Find us on Facebook : LJ Dance Academy 

 
INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS IN OUR NEWSLETTER ? 

If you would like to have a conversation about this, please contact Sarah Taylor via email: sarah.taylor@kps.woodard.co.uk 


