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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Tynemouth House and School in 1908 

I hope this newsletter this Christmas finds everyone 

well. It does not seem to be two months since I last 

wrote to you in our October newsletter.  As ever, we 

have had events and success in abundance and we are 

now only a few days before Christmas, ending our term 

with wonderful carol services and celebrations of pupil 

achievements.  

 

Looking back briefly, on our return from half-term, we 

held a poignant Remembrance Service, attended by the 

whole school around the memorial stone in the wall of 

Oswin building.  Our Senior Choir and Choristers spent a 

musical weekend at Alnham, taking part in the Sunday 

Remembrance and Advent Services at St Michael and All 

Angels church.   

 

This term has also been packed with sport, with some 

excellent successes from individuals from all areas of 

the school. Particular highlights are Years 5 and 6  

athletics, under 15 and under 16 hockey, Year 9 and 11 

badminton and climbing for a large number of pupils.  

 

Our Parents’ Evenings for Reception right through to 

Year 8 went well, as well as our Year 5/6 curriculum 

Evening and our busy Sixth Form Open Evening.  Please 

do spread the word to anyone who you think may be 

interested in a place at Kings Priory School for Sixth 

Form.   

 

All our Year 11 pupils have now completed their mock 

examinations. They deserve a well-earned (brief) rest 

from work over the holidays; however, I strongly advise 

that they are very much prepared to return in January 

in readiness for the home straight and the real thing in 

the summer. Year 13 will be preparing, over the  

holidays, for their mock examinations in January. Ready 

to take on the challenge of the new-style longer A-level 

examinations. Well done. We eagerly await the results 

at the mock results days next term and ensure that all 

pupils know what needs to be done to ensure they are 

absolutely on track to achieve their potential. Hopefully 

pupils will continue to take advantage of the extensive 

and rewarding revision programme that staff of Kings 

Priory School continue to offer them. 

 

At the beginning of December the school took on a  

festive feel with the PTA Christmas Fair organised by 

our new committee, raising in the region of £3,500, 

which is amazing, and our choirs taking part in the CLIC 

Sargent Concert in Newcastle City Hall and bringing joy 

to the residents at Mariner’s Point. Our Reception pupils 

beautifully told and sang the Nativity, Year 1 performed 

seamlessly a magical play and Years 2, 3, and 4 staged 

two wonderful performances too.  First and Middle 

School Christmas Parties have taken place these last 

two weeks with lots of fun, food and partywear, along 

with the opportunity to wear a Christmas ‘Accessory’ for 

staff and pupils alike. 

 

We made a quick call again to the North Pole this week 

and managed to persuade Santa to pop into the First 

School on Tuesday to visit some of our pupils.  

Cryptically, thanks must go to Mr Dickson in the Art  

department for making the ‘call’ to Santa. 

 

I would also like to just mention our Sixth Form and our 

prefects. Kings Priory School, as everyone knows, has 

so much going on all of the time. This half-term has 

been no exception for all pupils across all year groups. 

Many of our events in the First School and Middle School 

are voluntarily supported by our Sixth Form and  

prefects, who help with anything they can with the  

finest of attitudes and genuine care for those that are 

younger than them. This is very much appreciated. 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL: continued  
You will read in the following pages about the diverse 

Educational visits that have taken place across the 

school over the last two months, from Stephenson 

Railway Museum for Year 1; Great Fire of Newcastle 

for Year 2; Library visits for First and Middle Schools; 

A Christmas Carol performance and Young Writers’ 

Competition for Year 7; STEMtastic Careers  

opportunities and the final of the Great War Debate 

for Year 8; Beat the Rate Race at Newcastle  

University for Year 9; GCSE and A Level Music at The 

Sage; opportunities to see Othello, Macbeth and  

Romeo and Juliet; Year 12/13 RS conference and 

Road Safety presentation and finally Centre for Life, 

Volcanoes and Geography workshops, for Year 13 

students.  These events take a great deal of  

organising and I thank our staff for giving our pupils 

such varied opportunities in school. 

 

We have also had great success in the ABRSM Music 

examinations.  Congratulations to all who sat an  

exam from Grade 1 through to Grade 7 on a variety 

of instruments 

 

Thank you to all who attended carol services either at 

St George’s Cullercoats, Holy Saviour’s, Tynemouth 

or the Candlelit service at St Michael and All Angels, 

Alnham. I am very grateful to the pupils and staff 

who share with us their talents and gifts in these 

events. I also hope therefore that they gave those in 

attendance some space and an appropriate setting 

for reflection this Christmas. Celebrations at  

Christmas often refer to hope and light and perhaps 

allowing the light to help us to see things differently. 

We as people may often have to provide the light for 

others to see more clearly or to really see where  

issues are and then be able to have a go at doing 

something about them. I also would like to reiterate 

the invitation to consider the concept of the star that 

guided the wise men to the baby Jesus. There are 

many ways to study this common wisdom. However, 

this Christmas, if you would like to, perhaps you can 

consider who are your stars: who guides you? Are 

you a star for someone else? Stars can be bright 

lights in dark places. They are guides when people 

may not know the way or need a bit of support in 

finding their way. I could go on, but I think I’ve made 

the point. Christmas is for spending time with family, 

for appreciating everything that we have and most 

importantly thinking of those that are not as lucky 

and may be spending the festive period in a  

significantly less fortunate position than many of us.  

 

I wish all parents, pupils, staff and everyone  

associated with Kings Priory School a very Happy and 

safe Christmas and a prosperous New Year. I look 

forward to seeing you all in 2019. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Philip Sanderson  

Principal 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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Lewis  (Year 6 – Middle School)  Isaac (Year 9 – Senior School) 

Numeracy Next Term 

Staff will be receiving an update on Numeracy during our INSET days in January.  The pupil focus for next term will be reasoning as we 

want all of our pupils to leave school with the ability to apply simple numerical facts, skills and  

reasoning to real-life problems.  Additionally, Sixth Form students will have guest speakers from organisations to talk about how they 

use their number skills in their everyday work.  If any parents or family members feel they would be willing to discuss this with our 

Sixth Form please contact abigail.henry@kps.woodard.co.uk. 

It has been a busy term for Numeracy with competitions and 

activities during form time.  Much of the focus has been 

around the school theme of problem solving – a key life skill. 

Our most recent competition was to design a 3D Christmas 

Decoration.   

We had over 100 entries and 3 winners were chosen by Mr 

Dixon from the Art Department.  The winners were: 

Mrs Wills Form Class (Sixth Form) 

Important News 

UPDATE TO 

CROSSING  

PATROL 

After surveying the 

footfall at the school 

crossing point on  

Manor Road, where 

Amanda Sutherland 

stands, it has been 

decided to adjust the 

times. 

The new afternoon 

times will be 

3.05 pm - 4.05 pm 

effective 9.1.19 

This new time will  

improve cover for our 

pupils and parents.   

North Tyneside  

Council. 

mailto:abigail.henry@kps.woodard.co.uk
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We have had a lovely Festive season in the First School, finishing off a huge number of    

performances and celebrations with our special Carol Service at Holy Saviour’s Church     
yesterday. Well done to all the readers and those pupils who took part for their contribution 

to the heart-warming service. I do also want to publically thank Holy Saviour’s Church and 

Reverend Captain Steve Dixon for their support this year. It has been much appreciated. 

All year groups performed to a very high standard; the pupil’s enjoyment and confidence 

shone through and I feel extremely proud of all of the pupils for achieving so much.  

Thank you for your support in helping the children to achieve this and for supporting us in 

the new style Christmas service.  I would like to also take this opportunity to thank the staff 
for their hard work, dedication and commitment – not only in ensuring that the children 
have an enjoyable Christmas in school, but also in their commitment to our pupils and their 

ongoing delivery of excellent quality teaching and learning.   

I think we’re all ready for a holiday and rest after such a long term! 

It has been a particularly busy time for Mrs Johnston, Mr Sanderson and the various choirs 
who have performed to a very high standard and represented our School so well at a        
variety of events in our local community and further afield.  I would like to thank and       

congratulate them for all they have done for us here in the First School. We all really         

appreciate it and it has definitely brought the season alive for everyone. 

The pupils are all extremely excited about the upcoming visit from Santa Claus and their    
behaviour has been impeccable at the moment. There has been a huge increase in Chapter 

tokens and Dojo points awarded for pupils displaying great manners and embodying our 

school values and they should be commended for this.  

As this is the last newsletter of 2018, I would like wish everyone a very Happy Christmas, 

and a peaceful, healthy New Year.  We start back at school on Wednesday 9 January.  The 
training days on the Monday and Tuesday will continue to focus on improvements of        

provision and staff will have a full programme of workshops designed to continue              
developing our Teaching and Learning to ensure we are meeting the needs of all learners to 

the best of our abilities. 

Mrs Rebecca Watson 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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MATHS MAKES 
MARGARITA 

As part of our maths learning the 
pupils in Mr Winter’s class enjoyed a 
morning of learning at Pizza Express 
in Jesmond.  
They travelled by Metro and were 
shown, by a very clever chef, how to 

measure and make their very own 
tasty pizza!  
The children also enjoyed using their 

senses to taste a variety of different 
toppings. They enjoyed the 
experience very much and all 

returned to school with their very 
tasty treat, a 10” margarita pizza 
made by them!  
Year 1 teachers would like pass their 
huge thanks to Pizza Express in West 
Jesmond for a fun-filled morning.  
We would also like to express our 

heartfelt gratitude to the many 
parents who assisted with the trip.  

As part of our Christmas celebrations, Year 1 

enjoyed a festive trip to Stephenson Railway 

Museum.   

Our day began with a ride on a special  

Christmas steam train and the actual Santa 

Clause joined us for a Christmas song and to 

set the children a very special challenge.   

Using their design and technology skills, the 

children were asked to design and make a 

new sleigh for Santa. As you can imagine 

there were some amazing creations!   

Furthermore, the children also made train 

driver hats, enjoyed an 

interactive story in one 

of the train carriages 

and explored the  

museum with their 

friends. 

What a fantastic day! To 

quote one of the 

children; “Best day 

ever!” 

Year 1 teachers 

would like pass 

their huge thanks 

to the staff at  

S t e p h e n s o n  

Railway Museum 

for helping the 

children and adults 

make Christmas memories to treasure for 

ever! 

 

We would also like to express our heartfelt 

gratitude to the many parents who assisted 

with the trip. 

Year 1 Santa Train Ride at Stephenson Railway Museum 

Year 1 proudly performed their special Christmas Show to the 
First School and their families. 

The special assembly was about Christmas traditions and was 
based around the ‘Tinsel Family’ who were about to celebrate 

Christmas. 

All of the children participated in; singing, dancing, speaking 
or performing, and judging by the applause they received, 
they delivered a fantastic performance! 

Well done to all of Year 1 pupils and adults! 

Year 1 Christmas Performance 

http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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YEARS 2, 3 AND 4 FILL THE KING’S HALL 

WITH CHRISTMAS CHEER 



Reception performed their nativity in front of parents and children on 13 December.  

They had practised incredibly hard over the past few weeks and put on a fantastic show.  

There was plenty of laughter, ‘oohs’ and ‘aahs’, and quite frankly, not a dry eye in the house.  

We received some lovely comments from several proud parents who wanted to thank the team and share 

their praise. Well done, Reception!” 
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RECEPTION CHILDREN SHINE IN THEIR FIRST 

KINGS PRIORY SCHOOL  

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE 

KINGS PRIORY SCHOOL FOOD BANK DONATION 
About BAY Food Bank 

Founded in February 2012, The BAY Food Bank aims to provide emergency food provision to individuals or  families            

experiencing a financial crisis. This crisis happens when a family have no money because of low income,  

bereavement, benefit delay, redundancy, an unexpected bill or illness. People can be referred by churches,  

doctors, social services or other agencies. Based in Meadowell it provides a lifeline for many. 

What has KPS done to help? 

Our First and Middle Schools have carried out a reverse advent calendar, where the pupils have brought in food for the BAY 

Food Bank. Instead of taking something we decided to bring something in. Each form had a box to collect in and each day 

someone different brought something in. The donations were amazing and were very well received by the Food Bank. 



MIDDLE SCHOOL 
UPDATE MRS WATSON 

Join in the conversation at        @KingsPriory        /KingsPriory           kingsprioryschool.co.uk  

Well, we made it through another very 

busy term. I can’t quite believe it is  
actually Christmas day at the start of next 

week!  

I am hoping everyone else has managed to 
finish more shopping than I have and they 

are all planned for the festivities.  

We have been so caught up here at school 

in a plethora of events and activities that I 
am not quite sure where the time has 

gone. There has been lots to enjoy! 

Having attended the Carol Service at St 
George’s, Cullercoats, on Tuesday evening 

I do now, however, feel suitably festive. 
The pupils did an almighty job of making us 
all very proud. The singing and readings 

were performed with great aplomb and Mrs 
Johnston’s leadership of the choir and  

choristers provided everyone with a  
heart-warming fuzzy feeling. I am sure that 

everybody who managed to make it to the 
service, it was packed to the rafters, will 
agree that it was a superb way to spend an 

evening celebrating as a School  

community. 

It hasn’t just been all about Christmas this 
half term and over the last few weeks the 
Middle School Community has seen both 

Year 7and 8 Parents’ Evenings. The focus 
of these evenings are for parents and staff 

to look at the progress of pupils, raise any 
concerns and to celebrate success in the 
classroom. Of course on going  

communication with class teachers is vitally 
important and if any parents would like to 

speak to a member of staff/tutor at any 
other time please do this via the Middle 

School enquiry line.  

Achievement Assemblies today have been 
an utter joy. It is a great opportunity for 

the Middle School to celebrate the  
achievements each other have had over 
the last 13 weeks. Staff nominate pupils for 

awards, we review and reflect on the  
activities of the term and look forward to a 

well-earned rest.  

It is with great pride that Mr Robertson and 

I get to hand out so many certificates and 
prizes.  We are already looking forward to 

the next one in February. I know Mrs Piper 
and Miss Smith have been taken aback 

with the number of awards this time round. 

With all this in mind, I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank parents, staff and 

pupils for their continued support of the 
Middle School here at Kings Priory School 
and wish everyone a very Merry Christmas. 

We will see you all in the New Year! 

 

Mrs Rebecca Watson 

The Middle School Charity this year, as 

nominated and voted for by the pupils, 

is Teddies for Loving Care, a national 

charity who raise funds for the supply 

of cuddly toys to A & E units for  

children in severe distress. 

Already, due to the incredible hard work 

and persistence of several Middle 

School pupils, including our fundraising 

club, we have raised nearly £300; a 

phenomenal achievement. A great big 

thank you to all who have baked,  

provided items for sale or supported by 

providing money for their children to 

purchase items or take part in  

activities.  

http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
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Harry (Year 7) 

achieved his black 

belt in karate.  

Well Done Harry! 

Lewis has been 

selected after 

many trials and 

hard work to train 

with the  

Northumberland 

County Cricket 

team U11. He is 

chuffed to  

bits with this 

achievement ! 

Year 8’s approached the Art Department 
with art work to show how they felt 
about remembrance. Well done to Rose, 
Isabella and Isaac. 

Asha and Jay represented WTKA (World  
Traditional Karate Association) team England 
by competing for  the Unified World  
Championships in Italy.   

The Unified World Championships is the biggest 
event in Martial Arts and Combat Sports with 
over 28 World Federations, 5.000 athletes and 
over 107 countries. Asha won 2 gold and 2 silver 
and Jay won 1 gold and 3 silver. 

Verity was Runner up in 
both Under 12 years  
Categories for the Veleta 
and Waterley Two Step. 
This is an incredible 
a c h i e v e m e n t  i n  
t e chn ic a l l y  d i f f i cu l t  
disciplines where the  
competition was very high. 
Expectations had been to 
make the finals from her 
coaches but it turned out 
to be a very tight fight for 
1st place in the end  
with only a few points  
difference in the final 
rounds.  

Verity won the U12 Jive, 

2nd in Quickstep, 2nd in 
the 3 Dance Juvenile 
Championship, 2nd in 4 of 
her sequence Juvenile 
competitions and 3rd in a 
sequence 2 dance. This 
was an impressive set of 
results for the last  
compet i t ion of  the  
ca lendar  year  and  
everyone, including Verity, 
is very proud of what she 
has achieved. Now her 
focus is to prepare to 
move up, in the next 12 
mon ths ,  to  Jun io r  
classification and take on 
under 16year olds! 

As part of our learning in English this half term, 

all pupils in Year 5 and 6 visited the library in 

North Shields.  

We travelled by Metro and spent the afternoon 

exploring the library, guided by one of the     

librarians. The librarian showed us how to use 

the Dewy Decimal System and we enjoyed      

finding books which interested us and doing 

quizzes.  

We also learnt that the library is not only a place 

to borrow books – they often show films and you 

can use the resources available to discover facts 

about your family history. 

Additionally, we learnt about the history of the 

library and how North Shields has developed 

over the years. While we were there, we visited 

an exhibition on display about the Battle of      

Hastings which was really interesting.  

Since the visit, we have been back to the library 

and have borrowed some exciting books. 

Written by Lola and Claudia in Year 5. 

Lucas was asked to guest for the Dubai 
SRG Travelling Team at the Winter 
Classic Tournament in Slovakia which 
was a huge honour playing against 
Romania and Slovakia, he had a very 
successful tournament playing 14 
games over 3 days, scoring 4 goals 
and assisting many others and winning 
Silver medal. He has made friends and 
played in a team with children from all 
over America, Canada and Dubai whilst 
further developing his ice hockey skills 
being coached by American coaches 
learning new styles of the game. 



 

 

 

 

 

Fifteen Year 8 pupils were lucky enough to  

attend a STEM-themed event at Virgin Money.  

It was a day of fun and interactive workshops 

for over 200 young people focused on Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths, collectively 

known as STEM. This was the first event of its 

kind, employers from around the North East 

provided students with an inspiring day of 

hands-on activities covering a breadth of STEM 

industries. 

The UK is facing a shortage of skills for these 

industries, mainly down to a shortage of  

applicants with the required abilities and  

experience. According to the UK Commission 

for Employment & Skills, 43% of STEM  

vacancies are hard to fill. The root of this  

growing skills gap is education, from school 

through to university and workplace training. 

Events such as STEMtastic aim to inspire pupils 

to take relevant subjects that will hopefully  

enable them to pursue a career in one of the 

above industries.  
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Two Year 7 classes were excited to have a session  

delivered by Accenture technology on Thursday 6  

December.  Accenture shares a special relationship 

with Code.org by supporting their important mission 

to bring Computer Science education to pupils  

everywhere. Pupils were able to code and play their 

own version of the classic game “Pong”, they also had 

the opportunity to produce digital artwork through the 

medium of pixel art.   

On the day, pupils were using textual based  

programming languages as well as block based; both 

which have broadened their skills in the field of  

computer science.  

Code.org’s Hour of Code grassroots movement is  

seeing a real impact in Computer Science education 

and has had an extremely positive impact on our  

pupils. 

Join in the conversation at        @KingsPriory        /KingsPriory           kingsprioryschool.co.uk  

https://hourofcode.com/us
http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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A term that began in light of late summer 

has rushed by now to darkness of  

mid-winter, perhaps it is me getting older, 

but this term seems to have disappeared 

faster than ever! 

Congratulations to all our pupils and thank 

you to our hard working staff who continue 

to make the school what it is.  

In Senior School our Year 9s have moved 

seamlessly from Middle School into their 

GCSE studies, so great credit to them and 

the team around them led by Mr Gibbs.  

Year 10 have embarked on their second year 

with Mrs Shona Smith, as their Head of Year 

and continue to impress with their attitude 

around school in all that they do.  

Year 11 are at an exciting time of their 

school career with the opportunity to make 

choices following their GCSE exams next 

summer.  

Plenty of careers advice and guidance has 

already happened and that will continue in 

2019 under the calming influences of Head 

of Year, Miss Laura Smith and Careers Lead, 

Mr Hand.  

For Year 12 the move into Sixth Form from 

Year 11 has meant more responsibility for all 

aspects of school life and they have handled 

that with maturity (on the whole!).  

Whilst, at the top of the school Year 13 are 

now well on with their plans for the future 

with over 50 making a UCAS application, 

alongside those moving into higher level 

training or employment. Thank you to Mr 

Hunter for all his work overseeing the Sixth 

Form. 

Like the other parts of Kings Priory School, 

the Senior School has embraced the Whole-

School values of respect, tolerance and 

friendship this term. These core values have 

manifested themselves in classrooms with 

pupils respecting opinions of others or  

tolerating their views, even if different from 

their own. Friendship is not always being 

best friends, but being friendly and  

thoughtful to others is crucial to allowing our 

school to be a comfortable environment for 

pupils to learn. We will continue to push 

these values and it has been a pleasure to 

see some lessons where these values have 

been explicitly taught by staff. I would  

reflect that these core values are  

fundamental to our pupils’ education. 

There have been many opportunities this 

term for Senior School pupils to enrich their 

knowledge of the subjects they are taking 

with visits to a variety of venues from pupils 

studying geography, languages, music and 

philosophy and ethics. Into school we have 

visiting speakers mostly notably in politics 

and economics. All these experiences are 

exactly what we should be doing to bring the 

subjects to life, not simply teaching to exam 

specifications. There will be many more 

chances for Senior School pupils in 2019 and 

I, myself am looking forward to visiting the 

BBC studios with some Year 9s in January. 

We have also launched this term the Raising 

the Bar talk series which is being hosted by 

our Enterprise Adviser, Tim Bailey. The aim 

is to lift the lid on the world of work with a 

selection of business people taking part by 

telling their story and fielding questions from 

the audience. There are two more next term 

and I would encourage pupils and their    

parents to attend, if possible, to gain some 

valuable insight into what has made these 

people successful.  

It remains for me to wish everyone a restful 

Christmas and a happy and successful New 

Year. 

 

Mr Phil Nicholson. 
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On 12 November, we were  
delighted to welcome Mauricio 
Armellini to Kings Priory School to 
meet our Year 12 and Year 13 
Economics students. Mauricio is 
the North-East agent for the Bank 
of England and has his finger-on-
the-pulse of what is happening in 
the local economy. 

He gave a fantastic talk about the 

current economic conditions,  
financial regulation in the after-
math of the 2008 banking crash 
and hypothesised about the bank’s 
likely response to Brexit.  

At the end of his talk, students 
were given the opportunity to ask 
some excellent questions, which 
included:  

Why would a central bank use 
negative interest rates? In the 
event of a hard Brexit, how do we 
ensure that we don’t lose foreign 
direct investment? Have interest 
rates become a blunt tool in  
stimulating economic growth? 
 
This proved to be a great  
experience for the students and 
linked well to the topics we have 
been learning about in class.  

Our pupils in Years 9-11 were thrilled to learn that we were  
successful with our application to be part of the LEGO INTO  
ORBIT Challenge, receiving a fantastic LEGO INTO ORBIT lego 
set. 
 

Gaining these impressive pieces of kit will help pupils learn to 
apply Science, technology, engineering and Maths concepts 
(STEM), plus a big dose of imagination needed for problem-
solving.  
 

FIRST LEGO League challenges children to think like scientists 
and engineers as they explore real-world problems such as food 
safety, recycling and energy with the challenge to develop a  
solution.  
 

Pupils will develop critical thinking and team-building skills, basic 
STEM applications and even presentation skills as they present 
their solutions to judges. 
 

FIRST LEGO League teams get to: 
Research challenges facing today’s scientists. 
 

Design, build, test and program robot using LEGO MINDSTORMS 
technology. 
 

Apply real-world Maths, Science and Computer Science  
fundamentals. 
 

Learn critical thinking, team-building, and presentation skills. 
 

Participate in tournaments and celebrations. 
 

Understand and practice gracious professionalism. 
 

Understand core values, respect, tolerance and friendship.  
 

We look forward to putting a team together ready for our first 
FIRST LEGO League competition in January! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A group of pupils from Year 9 went to the 
Language Resource Centre at Newcastle  
University to take part in ‘Beat the Rat Race’. 
This event was to help inspire young people 
to pursue careers in or using languages 
through fun activities, workshops and a Q&A. 

To start off with, we did an ice breaker task 
which consisted of looking at different  
occupations in various languages in a timed 
race against the other schools competing.  

We got the most answers correct and,  
therefore, won some sweets – that ended 
well!  

Then we interviewed the panel that the  
university had given us, which consisted of 

many different occupations such as  
interpreters, government intelligence workers 
and engineers. They explained how the use of 
languages has benefited their careers and 
why we should pursue it in later life. We 
gained the chance to ask some questions of 
our own which was an amazing opportunity.  

After that, we took part in a poster  
competition to create a poster to  
demonstrate the uses of languages in our life 
and to convince other students to take up a 
language also. We spent a very frantic hour 
attempting to put together the perfect  
advertisement. If you couldn’t tell, we are all 
extremely competitive and really wanted to 
win! After what felt like ten minutes we had 
to stop and hand in our poster.  

After lunch we partook in a language taster 
session learning Russian. Learning the  
alphabet was really difficult but we all  
managed. We then (attempted to) write our 
names and other words.  

Once it was over the winners of the poster 

competition were announced and we won! 
We then had to get up in front of everyone 
and receive our prizes - certificates and  
chocolate bars for each of us. We and Ms 

Rowell were very happy because it was the 
first time our school had won!  

We all thoroughly enjoyed the experience and 
definitely would tell others to think about 
taking a language. It was really interesting 
and we learned a lot.  

by Maisie, Thomas, Maddie and Jennifer.  

The English Department took 43  

pupils from Year 10 to see a recent 

performance of Macbeth.   

The performance provoked lots of  

discussion and will certainly help us in 

our study of the play for  

GCSE Literature. 

 

 

On 20 November a 
group of Y11 pupils 
had the opportunity 
to visit the P&G site 
at Cobalt Business 
Park. The aim of the morning was for pupils to gain an  
insight into how language learning is used in business on a 
daily basis. There are more than 30 different languages 
spoken and used on this site and our pupils had the  
opportunity to work with the Global Consumer Relations 
Director and presenters from the Financial Services team 
who use languages in their roles. All of the presenters were 
recruited by P&G for their language as well as other  
capabilities. The pupils also completed a short business 
exercise which required knowledge from quite a few  
languages. The whole group were very engaged, gained an 
insight into possible career routes and were an absolute 
credit to Kings Priory School.  
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MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT 

Thank you & A Happy Christmas from the 

Music Department!  

  

This has been an exceptionally busy few weeks 

for the Music Department: a huge thank you to 

all our pupils, parents and the wider school  

community for their support of our varied  

musical activities, events and services. Without 

the commitment and dedication shown by our 

pupils, we would not be able to deliver the range 

or quality of extra-curricular events and we are 

so grateful.  

  

Since half-term, we have run two weekend  

residential trips, sung at ten services, performed 

in three concerts as well as squeezing in ABRSM 

Grade 5 theory exams where all pupils received 

either merits or distinctions and another  

outstanding round of ABRSM practical exams.  

Our participation in the 36th CLIC Sargent  

concert helped to raise over £5,000 to support 

children and their families living with cancer or 

leukaemia.  

Individual successes include: Izzie Thorneycroft 

(Year 12) retaining her place in the National 

Youth Orchestra, five pupils have gaining places 

on the National Youth Orchestra Inspire  

programme and a further four pupils securing 

places on the National Youth Choir of Great  

Britain Introduction Weekend.  

  

The culmination of our term is always the        

beautiful annual Carols by Candlelight service 

which was led again by Senior Choir and        

supported by the Middle School Choristers. This 

service on Tuesday night in a packed St George's 

Church marks the start of Christmas proper and 

we were delighted to, once again, be able to 

take this service to the village church of St  

Michael and All Angels, Alnham on Wednesday 

night.  

A really special occasion for all involved.    

  

The Spring Term now beckons and we look      

forward to welcoming you to our School Concert 

on 14 March and our Open Mic Nights in aid of 

the school charities on 20(MS) and 21(SS) March 

before Easter services and a Passion Play in 

April.  

  

Happy Christmas and the very best for 2019 

from the Music Team.  

 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
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MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS 

ST GEORGE’S CHURCH CULLERCOATS 

Available for Students aged 13 - 18 

A great training in Choral Singing 

A chance to explore new music  

Opportunities to perform 

Trips and Social events 

£100 per term 

To Find out more visit: 

www.stgeorgescullercoats.org.uk 

St George’s Choir Club invites you to: 

Crackin’ Christmas  

Singing Party  
Saturday 22 December 2 – 5 pm 

Open to all children of primary school age  

Christmas Carols and Songs,  

Party Games and Food.  

Maybe a Special Visitor (Ho Ho Ho!).  

Plus a chance to sing at the Candlelit  

Crib Service on Christmas Eve! 

 

For more information or to book a place email: 

stgeorgecullercoatsmusic@gmail.com 

NYO Inspire!  

Congratulations to Nikita, Vjollca and Maddie who have all successfully 

been accepted onto the National Youth Orchestra Inspire programme for 

next Spring!  

The pupils will be take part in a Residential Orchestral programme at the 
University of Liverpool with members of the National Youth Orchestra and 

their specialist coaches. A fabulous opportunity for them all.  

 

Choristers and the Senior Choir at St George’s Church 

Cullercoats 

http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
mailto:stgeorgecullercoatsmusic@gmail.com
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SPORTS 
DEPARTMENT 

Rugby 

We have had fixtures all the way down to Year 5 this 
term. The Year 5 team went to Dame Allan’s performing 
very well in cold conditions but learning a great deal.  

Our Year 6 team had fixtures against NSB, Dame Allan's 
and NPS and enjoyed scoring many tries and working on 
going forward. 

Year 7 had a number of fixtures and are improving all the 
time with many boys having taken up the game for the 
first time this term. 

In Year 8 the highlight has been playing at Kingston Park, 

home of the Newcastle Falcons in the County Waterfall 
Cup.  

The Year 9 team have had some tough fixtures but  
continue to work hard in training of developing their skills 
and teamwork. 

Year 10 had some excellent fixtures against Dame Allan's 

and St Cuthbert's that were very close and show the  
dangerous side they are when they run hard with the ball 
and put the opposition under pressure. 

At 1st XV level, of the 6 fixtures organised, we have had 3 
curtailed by weather which has been a shame. All games 
have been really competitive with some free flowing  
rugby played. The highlight was the last minute win 

against Dame Allan's 2nd XV which was an end-to-end  
affair where the boys showed the resilience to keep going 
to the end. 

House rugby has been the feature in the penultimate 
week of term in Years 7 to 10 with all boys taking part in 
games for their house, results will be collated and read 

out in assembly. 

Football 

There have been less fixtures this term due to the issue of 
lights available. 

However, our new Year 7/8 girl’s team has represented 
the school for the first time. Our u14 girls remain  
unbeaten in their matches in the North Tyneside CVL 

league. 

In the Senior School the Year 9 team had a tough fixture 
at Prudhoe in the Cup but kept going throughout the 
game, and the 1st XI team are working towards their first 
win. 

Cross country 

At the North Tyneside Championships for Years 7- 13 

there were some excellent performances. 

Congratulations to the Year 7 boys team who won their 
event. 

Overall 16 pupils have been selected to represent North 
Tyneside at the County Championships in January. 

Sports Hall Athletics 

This has been a very busy term for these teams and       
athletes from Year 5 to Year 10 competed for the School. 

The Year 6 teams and the Year 7 boys are through to the 

Tyne and Wear finals. 

All pupils who participated were a real credit to the 
School, working hard on improving their performances 
and some very close finishes in races and events. 

 

Table tennis 

This is the first year we have entered this North Tyneside 

league and Well Done to all who participated. The u16 
and u13 boys were runners up and winners of the North       
Tyneside round. At the Tyne and Wear finals the u16 
team came fifth overall, and the u13 team won their  
competition. They now go on to represent Tyne and Wear 
at the Regional round in Cumbria in January. 

 

Basketball 

Our under 16 team performed very well at the North      
Tyneside CVL league wining a number of matches. In the 
TSSSA cup the u14 had their first experience of  
competitive basketball and a great deal of learning  
ensued. 

 

Trampoline 

Congratulations to Olivia Douglas in Year 9 who has won 
North Tyneside, Tyne and Wear and now Regional Elite 

Trampoline Championships.  She is now off to Belfast for 
the National Championships in the New Year. 

 

Extra-curricular clubs 

The before- and after-school clubs have continued to be a 
success and it is very pleasing to see pupils coming to      
improve their skills in a number of activities. 

At lunchtime the Sports Hall has been opened up for         
recreational activities and a very large number of pupils 

have been taking advantage of this, from dodgeball to 
badminton to basketball. 

 

This term has been one of our busiest for sports across 
the school and I would like to thanks all pupils for their         
enthusiasm and commitment to the different activities. It 
will continue next term. 

 

Mr Rob Snow. 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
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http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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SPORTS 
DEPARTMENT 

A and B 7-a-side fixtures have been 

played against NHSG, RGS and the  

County Festival.  

A fantastic effort by all who took part, 

with all of them showing progress in their 

skills and understanding of positional 

play.  

Under 12 Hockey 

A busy half term for the Sixth Form squad.  

They travelled to Leeds as representatives of 

Northumberland County, and even though a  

magnificent effort was given by everyone (they 

were up against some strong opposition), they 

could not make it to the next round.  

 

Matches have also been played against NHSG, 

RGS and Northumbria University with them  

beating the University but losing the others. Two 

fixtures have had to be postponed due to the 

weather. Many thanks to Laura: Captain, for her 

enthusiasm and organisation.  

First XI Hockey 

Under 15 Hockey 

Only 3 fixtures have been played this half-

term with a narrow loss to DAGS 1-2, a 4-0 

win over RGS and after a long journey to 

Berwick an 8- 0 win (Emily 3 Lucy 4 and 

Lily 1). 

Both the Under 16 and Under 13 boys qualified to 

represent North Tyneside at the Tyne and Wear  
finals in Sunderland. The Year 8 boys won this round 

too and so will go on to the next round in Cumbria in 
the New Year. 
 

U16 boys: Callum, Oliver, Josh and Matthew S 
 

U13 boys: Noah, Matt, William, Sam and Aaron 

Table Tennis 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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Keep up to date with all 

that’s going on. Follow us on 

Twitter @PTA_KPS 

Email us : 

kingsprioryschoolpta@gmail.com 

At the end of October the new PTA committee took 
over and it has been a busy few weeks since! 
 
Pupils have bopped to the sounds of DJ Steve at the 
First School Halloween disco.  
 
Christmas cards have been drawn, printed and 

handed-out. 
 
Children have made decorations, painted mugs, 
bought toys and eaten plenty of chocolate whilst their 
parents won tombola prizes and enjoyed mulled wine 

at the Christmas fair. 

 
Thank you to the many volunteers and staff members 
who have helped to make these events a success. 
Thanks also to the previous PTA committee for the 
smooth transition and being on-hand for our numerous 
questions. 

Over these three events, we have raised more than 
£4,000!  

 
All funds raised aim to enrich our children’s education 

by providing valuable equipment and materials as well 
as undertaking projects to enhance the buildings and 
facilities of the school. 
 
The PTA also funds experiences as varied as visits 
from actors working with children to produce plays to 
buying an ice-cream after a beach clean-up. 

 
The most recently funded item is a mini-bus. This 
amazing purchase will allow to provide additional 
transport to more curriculum and extra-curricular 
events for pupils across both sites. 

 

We are always looking for volunteers. If you are able 
to help for upcoming events, please let us know. Keep 
an eye on our Facebook page for upcoming meetings - 
everyone is welcome! 
 
If you have any questions, comments or suggestions, 

please get in touch! 

SECOND HAND  

UNIFORM SALE 

TUESDAY 8 JANUARY 

2019  

FROM 12 - 2 PM 

8 HUNTINGTON PLACE 

Kings Priory School PTA 

PTA 



Would like to express our heartfelt thanks to ONE IT Solutions and South Gosforth Fruiterers who have  

supported our school this month. 

ONE IT donated funds to allow a purchase of a new Christmas tree for the KS1 hall 

SGF donated two real trees for use in the First School Foyer and in The King’s Hall 

Both of these donations were invaluable to us and we really appreciate their support 

 

PARTNERSHIP WORKING, SPONSORSHIP AND FUNDING 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A SUPPORTER OR 

SPONSOR IN ANY WAY THAT YOU CAN? 

If you are interested in supporting our school by sponsoring an event, working in partnership with 

us or you would like to make voluntary one-off or regular donation then please get in touch  

You may contact  Sarah Taylor via email:  

sarah.taylor@kps.woodard.co.uk 

SCHOOL REOPENS TO PUPILS ON WEDNESDAY 9 JANUARY 2019 

We wish you a very  

Happy Christmas and a  

Wonderful New Year 

http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/

