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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
At Tuesday evenings Carol Service I did ponder around
the question of how many of you have put up your
Christmas trees or decorated your homes. And how
many families may have put up lots are sparkly thing
such as tinsel and fairy lights. When I was a child it
took longer to figure out which bulb of the fairy lights
was preventing the rest from working than it did to put
them up. Now we live in the age of LEDs, lights that
change colour, play a tune, remote controlled, reflect
our mood, solar powered, connect to a USB and the
list goes on…..

Next time you switch on your fairy lights perhaps you
can think of that industrious spider. Do you have the
opportunity to a do something kind for someone who
doesn’t even know you’re doing it.
As we look back over this half-term, we held a
poignant Remembrance Service, attended by the
whole school around the memorial stone in the wall of
Oswin building with a number of visitors in attendance
too. Our Senior Choir spent a musical weekend at
Alnham, taking part in the Sunday Remembrance
service at St Michael and All Angels church; however,
the Choristers and Advent Service were sadly cancelled
Let’s just reflect on the Christmas sparkle in a slightly due to the prevalence of the sickness and flu within
different way than you may have before.
the school community at the time. We have just about
recovered back to normal following the illnesses, so I
The early days of the birth of Jesus are unfortunately a hope the Christmas break allows for further
scene we see regularly on our news feeds and recharging.
televisions today: a family fleeing the town they live in
in fear of their life.
This term has also been packed with sport, with some
excellent successes from individuals from all areas of
Shortly after Jesus’ birth Mary and Joseph fled, with the school. Particular highlights are under 16 hockey
their son, from Bethlehem. They were refugees. On and the rugby 1st XV through to the County Cup
their first night as refugees, they had got as far as Finals.
they could from Bethlehem and found a cave to hide
from Herod's soldiers. Legend has it that, allegedly, in Our Parents’ Evenings for Reception right through to
the cave, a tiny spider saw the child shivering and felt Year 8 went well, as well as our busy Sixth Form
sorry for him. To give some protection the spider wove Open Evening. Please do spread the word to anyone
the best web it possibly could at the cave's entrance. who you think may be interested in a place at Kings
The web became covered in moisture and drops of Priory School for Sixth Form.
dew, which froze. It glistened, sparkled and twinkled.
When the soldiers came to the cave opening, they All our Year 11 pupils have now completed their mock
were ready to enter, but one of them said, "Look – a examinations. They deserve a well-earned (brief) rest
beautiful frozen spider web. No one entered here from work over the holidays; however, I strongly
recently." So they left. Perhaps, in honour of the advise that they are very much prepared to return in
spider web we decorate using tinsel and fairy lights.
January in readiness for the home straight and the
real thing in the summer. Year 13 will be preparing,
Like that tiny spider, you and I might have the over the holidays, for their mock examinations in
chance to do something. In our world there is an January. Ready to take on the challenge of more of
unprecedented 71 million people have been forcibly the new-style longer A-level examinations. Well
displaced due to conflict or persecution. In our own done. We eagerly await the results at the mock
country, we have people who have come to us from results days next term and ensure that all pupils
terrible situations. No matter where a person stands know what needs to be done to ensure they
politically, we should remember this: today we might are absolutely on track to achieve their potential.
have the opportunity to do something kind Hopefully pupils will continue to take advantage of
for someone else: a stranger, someone in your own the extensive and rewarding revision programme that
family, or someone you know you can help. Like that staff of Kings Priory School continue to offer them.
protective spider's web, it will not be forgotten.
Continued…….
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During November and December the school took on
a festive feel with Christmas Trees and classrooms
being decorated. The PTA Christmas Fair raised in
the region of £3,000 which is amazing, and we
hosted a highly successful Christmas Shopping
evening. Our choirs have taken part in the CLIC
Sargent Concert in Newcastle City Hall and brought
joy to the residents at Mariner’s Point and the
community in Northumberland Park, albeit on a very
dreary day. Our Early Years and First School pupils
have staged wonderful performances over the last
two weeks. First and Middle School Christmas
Parties have taken place with lots of fun, food and
party wear, along with the opportunity to wear a
Christmas ‘Accessory’ for staff and pupils alike.
I would also like to just mention our Sixth Form and
our prefects. Kings Priory School, as everyone
knows, has so much going on all of the time. This
half-term has been no exception for all pupils across
all year groups. Many of our events in the First
School and Middle School are voluntarily supported
by our Sixth Form and prefects, who help with
anything they can with the finest of attitudes and
genuine care for those that are younger than them.
This is very much appreciated.

We have also had great success in the ABRSM Music
examinations. Congratulations to all who sat an
exam from Grade 1 through to Grade 7 on a variety
of instruments.
Thank you to all who attended carol services
either at St George’s Cullercoats, Holy Saviour’s,
Tynemouth or the Candlelit service at St Michael
and All Angels, Alnham. I am very grateful to the
pupils and staff who share with us their talents and
gifts in these events. I also hope therefore that they
gave those in attendance some space and an
appropriate setting for reflection this Christmas.
I wish all parents, pupils, staff and everyone
associated with Kings Priory School a very Happy
and safe Christmas and a prosperous New Year. I
look forward to seeing you all in 2020.
Best wishes,
Philip Sanderson
Principal

You will read in the following pages about the
diverse Educational visits that have taken place
across the school over the last two months, from
Stephenson Railway Museum for Year 1; Great Fire
of Newcastle for Year 2; Library visits for First and
Middle Schools; A Christmas Carol performance and
Young Writers’ Competition for Year 7; STEMtastic
Careers opportunities and the final of the Great War
Debate for Year 8; Beat the Rate Race at Newcastle
University for Year 9; GCSE and A Level Music at
The Sage; opportunities to see Othello, Macbeth and
Romeo and Juliet; Year 12/13 RS conference and
Road Safety presentation and finally Centre for Life,
Volcanoes and Geography workshops, for Year 13
students.
These events take a great deal of
organising and I thank our staff for giving our pupils
such varied opportunities in school.
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Remembrance Day 11 November 2019
On the 11 November at 11am the pupils, staff,
representatives from the PTA and friends of our school
participated in a Remembrance Service around the
memorial stone in the wall of Oswin’s building.
During this poignant service, a two minute silence was
observed remembering the fallen heroes from past wars
and conflicts around the world. This was accompanied by
the playing of ‘The Last Post’ and ‘Reveille’ on the bugle.
The names of the Old Boys of Tynemouth School, who
courageously gave their lives in the First and Second World
Wars, were read aloud, as well as the Exhortation - urging
everyone present to remember the fallen soldiers.
Readings from the Bible, prayers and the placing of the
wreaths followed.
We then heard the moving words of poet John Maxwell
Edmonds: “When you go home tell them and say for your
tomorrow we gave our today”.
Mr Sanderson, Principal of Kings Priory School, commented
on the importance of the event: “We’ve always held a
remembrance service, but up until 2016 it was always a
smaller occasion. We began inviting the whole school

community in order to give all the opportunity to mark the
occasion and recognise the sacrifices people made in the
past that give us our freedom of today.”
He continued, “It’s very important to teach children about
past wars so we can learn how they were caused and how
they were resolved, as a result we can help prevent them
in the future. It’s important that no-one is forgotten and to
remember the suffering people went through for us to
have a good life now.”
He added, “I think silence is the best way to remember, as
it gives people time and space to think and to reflect
without distractions. It’s important that our school holds a
service to honour the sacrifices of all those involved in the
two World Wars and later conflicts to secure and protect
our freedom. We also have many connections with the
Armed Forces through current and former pupils.”
The service was concluded with a blessing from Reverend
Captain Steve Dixon and the whole school singing the
National Anthem.
By Freddy and Harry

FORGOTTEN ITEMS
Please support us by ensuring that your
child is fully equipped for their school
day.
For example: PE Kit, water bottle,
swimming kit, packed lunch, musical
instruments, school books, home work,
coats, hats.
This will help alleviate the interruptions
to the class teacher but, more
importantly reduce the interruptions
to the children during their time of
learning.
If forgotten items are brought to school
they should be clearly labelled with your
child’s name and class name and, if
possible ,we will deliver to the child.
However, we cannot guarantee that
forgotten items will be delivered to your
child.

FIRST SCHOOL
UPDATE MR ROBERTSON

Working across both First and Middle Schools it has
been a real pleasure to be part of all that goes on at
First School during the lead up to Christmas, which
began at the Christmas Fair back in November. It has
been another productive and busy half term, the
amount of events that go on at this time of year are
diverse and large in number. It was a very fitting end
to the term, spending it at Holy Saviours’ Church with
our special Carol Service. Well done to all the readers
and those pupils who took part for their contribution
to the heart-warming service. Reverend Captain
Steve Dixon has also been into school delivering part
of our assembly themes. He and his team are
incredibly supportive of the school and I would really
like to thank them for all that they continue to do.
The First School have been very busy and none of the
events that have gone on would have been possible
without the commitment and expertise of the staff
who plan and coordinate them. I would like to thank
them for their continuing support and hard work,
especially at this time of year. Pupils have benefitted
from such a wide variety of events ranging from
Christmas shows, nativity performances, Play in a
day, Bigfoot productions, movie nights and Career
days. Visits have included the Centre of Life, Great
North Museum, Great Fire of Gateshead and who
could forget the much anticipated Santa train rides,
these are but to name a few. The enrichment
opportunities for our pupils on First School are really
exceptional. I would like to thank all parents who also
enable these events to happen. Without your support,
Join in the conversation at

@KingsPriory

from attending visits to costume making, we would
not be able to offer all that we do.
The PTA continue to be busy and hugely productive
across the school. The Christmas Fair, Movie Night
and Wreath Making experiences have been well
attended and the feedback has been overwhelmingly
positive, none of this would be possible though
without the hard work and dedication of this amazing
team of parents, thank you.
As we look forward the end of a successful year and
ahead to the fresh start of a new term the pupils have
been a real credit to the school and yourselves. It’s a
genuine pleasure to be stopped in the corridor by
pupils dressed as chickens, donkeys or dentists and
discuss with them what they are doing and how much
they are enjoying it. Pupils’ behaviour and desire to
learn and participate with every experience the school
offers is plain to see, an infectious energy that
permeates all areas of the building.
School starts back up on Wednesday the 8 January
2020. Teachers will be back on site from the Monday
as we have two days of training, during which time
we will continue to look at ways to further develop
our teaching practices to ensure we continue to
deliver a curriculum that enables your son or
daughter to thrive. I would like to take this
opportunity to wish you and your loved ones a very
restful, blessed and happy Christmas break.
Mr Paul Robertson

/KingsPriory

kingsprioryschool.co.uk

FIRST SCHOOL

|

PAGE 5

Year 1 Create a play in a day

Year 1 Santa Train Ride at Stephenson Railway Museum

As part of our Christmas celebrations, Reception
enjoyed a festive visit to Stephenson Railway
Museum.
Our day began with a ride on a special Christmas
steam train and the actual Santa Clause joined us for
a Christmas song and to set the children a very special
challenge.
Using their design and technology skills, the
children were asked to design and make a new sleigh
for Santa. As you can imagine there were some
amazing creations!

children; “It was brilliant”.
Reception teachers would like pass their huge thanks
to
the
staff
at
Stephenson
Railway
Museum for helping the children and adults make
Christmas memories to treasure for ever!
We would also like to express our heartfelt
gratitude to the many parents who assisted with the
visit as well as the PTA that funded the
coaches for both Reception and Year 1 visits.

Furthermore, the children also made train driver hats,
enjoyed an interactive story in one of the train
carriages and explored the museum with their friends.
What

a

fantastic

day!

To

quote

one

of

the

Last month we welcomed over 25 different
employers through the First School doors to take
part in our first annual ‘Big Me’ careers day. The
children spent the day meeting an amazingly
diverse range of different professionals and
completed meaningful and inspiring activities with
them throughout the day. Children were inspired
to begin to think about their futures and some
have had their previous misconceptions about
workplaces challenged for the better.

#BIG ME!

The children dressed up as someone from a
career of their choice and our feedback survey
shows it was a hugely enjoyable day for both
children and staff alike. See you next year for our
next ‘Big Me’ day!

FIRST SCHOOL
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YEARS 2, 3 AND 4
FILL THE KING’S HALL WITH
CHRISTMAS CHEER

During November, the three Year 2 classes arrived at
Bessie Surtees house on Newcastle Quayside to learn about
the lesser known Great Fire of Gateshead and Newcastle. A
fire that was responsible for nearly 10 times as many
deaths as the famous Great Fire of London, which is the
focus for Year 2 during the Christmas half term.
At our venue our children were met by Richard Stevenson
‘That History Bloke’ who was our guide and our expert for
our learning. During the first part of the morning we
explored how the Quayside had changed since 1854,
including key reasons for these changes. Each class
investigated what jobs people would have had during the
Victorian era, before using drama to discover how the fire
was discovered.
After lunch we went on a walking tour of the key sites of

the fire. These ranged from the cloth factory where the fire
started, Hillgate where the houses were destroyed before
exploring St. Mary’s Church. The ancient historic church
also contained a memorial to the hero Charles Bertram,
who risked his life in an attempt to save others.
Learning about local history is so important to everyone in
our region and Year 2 are so fortunate to be able to do so
in such an interactive and interesting way.

YEAR 2 TAKE A
TRIP TO BESSIE
SURTEES

FIRST SCHOOL
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RECEPTION CHILDREN SHINE IN THEIR
FIRST KINGS PRIORY SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE

Reception gave a fantastic performance of The Little Nativity in front of their parents and grandparents on 9
December.
They had practised incredibly hard over the last few weeks and put on a fantastic show.
There was plenty of applause and laughter in all the right places (as well as some at a few unexpected moments
too!).
The Reception team have received some lovely comments from many proud parents who wanted to thank the
staff. They would like to return the thanks and said it was a great pleasure to give the children their chance to
perform. Well done, Reception!

KINGS PRIORY SCHOOL FOOD BANK DONATION
About BAY Food Bank
Founded in February 2012, The BAY Food Bank aims to provide emergency food provision to individuals or families
experiencing a financial crisis. This crisis happens when a family has no money because of low income,
bereavement, benefit delay, redundancy, an unexpected bill or illness. People can be referred by churches,
doctors, social services or other agencies.

What has KPS done to help?
Our First School, Year 5 and 6 have carried out a reverse advent calendar, where the pupils have brought in food for the BAY
Food Bank. Instead of taking something we decided to bring something in. Each form had a box to collect in and each day
someone different brought something in. The donations were amazing and were very well received by the Food Bank.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
UPDATE MRS WATSON
Middle School have been busy, very busy, and it
has been a real pleasure to witness all that has
gone on this term. Pupils and parents across all
years have had the opportunity to meet through
the Parents’ Evenings and discuss how much
progress they are making and also, importantly,
the start they have made to their new schooling
year. Thank you for the feedback that has come
out of those evenings and the recognition about
how hard the staff work and know the pupils that
they teach, this has been passed back.
It feels very strange to think that next week will
actually be Christmas but with all that has gone
on I can safely say, I feel very festive.
Pupils from Middle School have benefited from a
wide range of visits and events that have taken
place throughout this busy and productive term.
We have had visits to the Snow Queen and The
Demon Barber and have even managed to fit in
our very own pantomime! Events have seen
pupils have fun at their very own Christmas
party, talks from the local Fire Brigade and even
fit in challenges from reading and numeracy to
collecting chocolate to support the Christmas
Fair.
I have had the pleasure of attending a variety of
musical events. a huge amount is delivered by
our Music department at this time. Whether
through carol services, tree lighting, charity
events or residentials, to name but a few, the
Music department works incredibly hard. Thank
you to Mrs Johnston and Mr Swinton for all that
they do with the choristers and of course all the
pupils and parents who support these.

Whilst on the subject of fundraising I think it
would be prudent to mention all that the PTA
continue to achieve. This half term has seen
them arrange and provide opportunities to make
wreathes, watch a film or support the Christmas
Fair and enter to win one of the many sourced
prizes in the raffle. I would like to thank you the
parents if you have supported these events. I
would, however, like to express our sincere
gratitude to the PTA and their group of helpers
who continue to plan and organise such a
plethora of successful events.
We have rounded the year off with a really
special service at St George’s, Cullercoats. A
reminder of how special this time of year is,
along with the need to think of others,
something we encourage at school all of the time
through our core values. This, combined with our
achievement assembly that recognises pupils
hard work over the last 13 weeks, seems a
fitting end.
School starts back up on Wednesday the 8
January 2020. Teachers will be back on site from
the Monday as we have two days of training,
during which time we will continue to look at
ways to further develop our teaching practices to
ensure we continue to deliver a curriculum that
enables your son or daughter to thrive.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you
and your loved ones a very restful, blessed and
happy Christmas break.

Mr Paul Robertson

Pupils continue their drive to raise money for the
Middle School charity “Dementia UK”. As we
press into the New Year we will be supported by
the regional fundraising manager directly.
We have also supported the annual reverse
advent calendar drive for the “The Bay
Foodbank” charity and thank you for your
support and donations in supporting this.
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Middle School Clubs
Every year, a new set of Middle School clubs are set up to engage, enthuse and inform our
cohort. The type of clubs that run are dependent on the needs and interests of our young
people and change every year. This year we have everything from Dungeons and Dragons
to dance club, Yoga to board game club, mindfulness to homework club!
Each club runs from 12.15pm to 12.45pm and is supervised by a member of staff, usually
also helped by a Year 8 prefect. The options are vast and we hope that every pupil has
something that they can attend to broaden their experiences of school. We are open to
suggestions, too, so if there is anything that isn't running, feel free to see Miss Smith and
we will do our best to accommodate.
Our current clubs are detailed below. Feel free to drop in, (numbers dependent) and try
something new!
Name

Year Group

Day

Time

Place

Staff member supervising/
running

Quiz Club

7-8

Monday

12.15pm

CDB1

Miss Spoor

Homework Club

7-8

Monday

12.15pm

C13

Miss C Smith

Languages Club

5-8

Monday

12.15pm

CDB2

Chess Club

5-8

Monday

12.15pm

C23

Miss C Spoor/Sixth Form
linguists
Mr Hand

Yoga

5-6

Tuesday

12.15

Drama Studio

Mrs Gott

Boys choir

508

Tuesday

12pm

Music Dept

Mr Swinton

Environmental Action Group

5-8

Tuesday

12.15pm

Mrs Jessup’s
office – atrium

Mrs Jessup

Martial Arts Club

5-6

Tuesday

12.20pm

Dance Studio

Miss Cope

Dungeons and Dragons

5 (waiting
list)

Tuesday

12.15pm

CE2

Miss Keene

Dance Club

7-8

Wednesday

12.15pm

Dance Studio

Mr Swinton/Mrs Johnston

Homework Club

7-8

Wednesday

12.15pm

C12

Miss C Smith

Thursday

12.15

C14

Miss Keene/Miss Nicholson

Journalism Club
Choristers

5-8

Thursday

12pm

Chapel

Mr Swinton/Mrs Johnston

Lego Club

5-8

Thursday

12.15pm

CE2

Gardening Club

5-8

Friday

12.15pm

Dance Club

5-6

Friday

12.15pm

Heads Garden
(Weather dependent)
Dance Studio

Miss Woods and
Miss Campbell
Mrs Close

Arts and Crafts

5-6

Friday

12.15pm

Book Club

8

Friday

12.15pm

Mr Fellows
Classroom
Book and Quill

Christmas Parties

friends, relaxing and
some festive cheer.

It is most definitely Christmas at
Kings Priory School and our Middle
School have had a great time
celebrating! Parties for the Years
5-7 and a special cinema treat for
the Year 8’s in our own lecture
theatre. The pupils were good
humoured, well behaved and
enjoyed the couple of hours they
were able to spend with their

Special shout out to Miss Torbitt
and Mrs Trevena who hosted a
‘limbo’ competition for Year 7;
despite some bruises everyone
had fun and we were impressed
with the determination of some
pupils to keep trying!

enjoying

Year 8 prefects and
Mr Wears
Mr Fellows and Year 8
prefects
Miss Keene

MIDDLE SCHOOL
As a Middle School we choose a charity; which we
have now been doing fundraising for.
We are very dedicated to helping Dementia UK as
we know many people suffer from dementia, and
we want to help support them.
We have been very privileged to have two people
who work for Dementia UK to come and speak to us
as a Middle School.
We have done multiple events to contribute to this
charity, for example; drawing competitions,
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non-uniform days, Christmas parties and a
Christmas accessory day; you pay £1 to wear a
Christmas accessory all day.
Next year we are planning to do many more things
to help out this charity: Bake sales, reading
competitions, learning day (spend time in form and
learn more about Dementia UK). Please help us
support this very special charity close to many of
our hearts.
Lily-Ann Mason

What are the roles of a prefect?

people know about all the sports and learning and all
the places that we are privileged to visit like Germany,
Ford Castle, Robin Wood, Flamingo Land and many
Prefects have an important role in Middle School as
other places.
they help out a lot around school and at parents’
evenings and open evenings where they show around
We also make sure as a prefect that everyone is happy
anyone who doesn't know how to get somewhere or
and if they have any concerns we can pass it on to the
doesn't know where they need to be.
Head of Year to try and fix their problem.
The prefects will tell you about the amazing schools
Connie Tweddle
facilities and why the school is really good; we let

Year 7 had their annual visit to Flamingo Land just before the
October half term. The visit is organised to help pupils build new
friendships and see how maths is all around us. A zoo and
theme park are great examples of real-life maths on many
levels; how high, how far, what angle, what force, what time,
what weight, which category and so on.
The pupils had an amazing day out split between the two areas
of the venue and enjoyed encouraging staff to join them on
rides – some were more willing than others!!
Once back in the classroom, pupils reviewed the booklets they
had completed at Flamingo Land with their mathematics
teachers before completing a pupil voice survey. Most of them
had clearly had a fabulous day and also learned the importance
and significance of maths in the everyday.
A real talent!
Wonderful Achievement!

Aimee won the Cullercoats u12
Tennis singles & u16 doubles
titles. She was runner-up in the
Northumberland Open u12
singles and doubles, and u14
doubles.

During the October half term
Asha and Jay Bartoli attended
the unified martial arts World
Championships in Italy.
The five day event attracts
over 5000 athletes from 107
different countries and Asha
and Jay were proud to
represent the England team.
between them they came
home with four gold, five
silver, and one bronze medal
over a range of different
disciplines.

In the County Championships
Aimee won the u12 singles. She
was part of the Northumberland
u12 team that finished runnersup in the National County Cup
and won the u12 doubles at the
Tennis World event in October.
Aimee has recently spent
9 days training and competing in
a European event in Antalya,
Turkey with a GB representative
squad.
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Year 5’s visit to the Sage, Gateshead
On Wednesday 12 December, Year 5 visited the Sage to see a group of
performers called ‘The Demon Barbers’ perform ‘The Lock In Christmas Carol’,
an amazing combination of theatre and pantomime with live music, singing
and dancing. The dancing was a mixture of traditional dances such as clog
dancing, and more modern dancing; there were gasps as some of the dancers
spun on their heads and back-flipped! We also took part in a game of pass the
parcel, but with a giant Christmas pudding being thrown around the audience!
We had a fantastic time; many thanks to Mrs Johnston for organising the visit.

On Tuesday 3 December, the Tynemouth fire service came into Kings Priory School. They
taught us so much on how to stay safe if a fire occurs. The shockingly, most common cause
of fires are leaving electrical devices on charge on the bed or sofa. The electricity flows
through into the device, causing it to heat up. If you leave it for too long it can start a fire.
Some of the other fire facts they told us were, always close a door if you can to help block
the flames and smoke. Overall, I think the dedication all of these men and women have is
outstanding and really brave. (Iris Trewhitt)

Year 5 Dance Club
After several weeks of preparation and
practice, a group of talented Year 5 pupils
performed an impressive dance for an
audience of teachers and pupils at lunchtime.
They had been working on the dance for a
number of weeks under the guidance of Fae,
Leonor, Bella and Stella (pupils in Year 8).
Throughout the performance, the audience
were treated to many magnificent tricks and
flips. Performers danced in pairs and as a
whole group, demonstrating excellent skill and
coordination. The well-choreographed routine
was performed to the popular song ‘Things Can
Only Get Better’.

Following the performance, Clementine said,
‘The Year 8 dance teachers are very helpful
and supportive; they make sure we have the
opportunity to show off our talents’.
Masie said, ‘We were thrilled to see so many
teachers there to cheer us on!’
Well done to all pupils who took part.

Clementine, Masie and Amelie, who are part of
the dance club, thoroughly enjoy attending the
weekly sessions, especially as they learn new
skills and dance moves.
We have held our second annual
3D Christmas Decoration
competition in Middle School and
received some truly amazing
entries. Mr Dickson, from the Art
Department, found selecting 3
winners truly difficult. We would
like to commend all entries but
the winners, who are all from
Year 5, are:

Join in the conversation at

1st Prize
Holly Hunt & Poppy Coleman

3D Christmas Decorations

2nd Prize
Finlay Rollo
3rd Prize
Freddy Bartlett
They have each won some
Scholastic vouchers.
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On Monday 11 November, Year 5 went on a
fun-filled
residential
to
Robin
Wood
Activity Centre. We had a truly fantastic time
and
made
memoires
that
will
last
forever.
After travelling on the coach to Alston, we set
off on a scenic walk to the centre with our
activity leaders. On the walk, they told us
about the action packed days ahead – we were
all very excited. When we arrived at the centre,
we were welcomed by the friendly Robin Wood
staff and were shown to our rooms then quickly
got straight on with our activities.
Over the three days we took part in a lot of
different activities, many of which we’d
never tried before. Our favourites were the
giant swing, knight’s quest and caving. The
exhilarating giant swing got our adrenaline
pumping as we soared through the trees - it
felt like we could fly!
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Knight’s
Quest
put
or
brains
and
problem-solving skills to the test as we were
set a number of tricky challenges for each
group to solve. It was vital to work as a team
in order to crack the code. We also really
enjoyed exploring the caves and completing fun
challenges in groups.
Our group leaders were brilliant and made our
trip memorable. They encouraged us to take
part in all the activities and they always
believed in us, even when something was tricky
or challenging.
We would like to thank our teachers for
taking us on this fantastic visit and for
sharing the adventure with
us
–
we
had
an
unforgettable experience.
By Eva, Eva and Niamh,
Year 5

It has been a busy term for Numeracy across the schools. In Middle School we
have had a number of activities such as ‘Guess the Number on the Door’, an
educational visit to Flamingo Land to see real life maths in action and an Advent
Competition and 3D Christmas Decoration competition. We also managed to take
part in Number Week, through Manga High, which all year groups from Years 7 to
11 participated in.
For Senior Pupils there have been a number of activities to improve their
understanding of money and the choices they make. An activity run in October looked at the costs of various
mobile phone packages and which best suited their needs within their budget. As we all know, being able to
navigate such complex but everyday scenarios are key life skills.
Planning has already moved onto next term when there will be activities based upon the cost of living as well as
Number Day on 7 February and Pi Day in March.
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MR NICHOLSON

A term that began in the late summer sunshine is
now ending just before the shortest day of the year.
It has been another packed term for the Senior
School and has gone past in the blink of an eye. You
will read the details elsewhere in this newsletter of
many of the achievements and exploits of our
pupils. I will try and pick out a few highlights
amongst the many.
Our Year 11 have impressed greatly with their
attitude to their mock exams. Both in the revision
sessions
and
the
exams
themselves
their
behaviour has been mature and focused, which is
great credit to them. I hope the exam
preparation sessions we ran, through Richard King,
have helped a little bit in this with regards to
approach the exams in a calm and purposeful way.
This all bodes well for next year and the challenges
that
will
bring
for
Year
11.
It
is
important for everyone involved with pupils in
external exam years to maintain a sense of
perspective and I have done this when I have had
the opportunity to speak to both our Year 11s and
Year 13s. I have emphasised that they are so much
more than units of educational data. It would, of
course, be naïve to suggest that exams don’t have
some importance, but upholding our core values of
being respectful, tolerant and friendly civilians
remains our curriculum’s goal, alongside any exam
results that come too. I would like all our pupils and
parents to know that is the case here.
It will be Year 13s turn in January for their mocks,
which begin on the day that pupils return to school
in the New Year (Wednesday 8 January 2020). I am
sure they will approach these exams in the same
fashion as their Year 11 counterparts. The vast
maj o ri ty
h av e
m ade
su cc e ss fu l
UCAS
applications now and have tangible offers to aim for.

They have been proactive and motivated in
preparing their applications and I congratulate them

for that and thank the staff for their support too.
It is a busy time of year all the Sixth Form and in
particular the prefects who have supported many
school events with aplomb this term. Their
contribution is often commented on by visitors and
parents and we are very proud of how Erin and her
team have stepped-up this term with their role at
Sixth Form Open Evening in
November a real
highlight. By the way, there are still places for Year
12 next September if friends are asking. See the
website for details!
For two year groups they have begun new
periods in their education this term and as I
mentioned last time, the transition into Senior
School for Year 9 and into Sixth Form for Year 12
has been smooth. Great credit here is due to the
pupils themselves and also the staff, who I see
every day going the extra-mile to support the
youngsters. I work closely with SLT colleagues,
Heads of Year and the admin team to help make
Kings Priory School the best it can be for all our
pupils and I am often in awe of their dedication. We
don’t always get everything right for every pupil,
every time, but I can say we always try! And staff
are genuinely disappointed when things don’t work
out well for everyone concerned. I really hope in
2020 that staff and parents can continue to work
together for the best outcomes for all our pupils.
Senior School pupils have had some great
experiences this term with visits to a variety of
places, including scientists to CERN, our A-level
linguists have all been to workshops based around
MFL films at the Tyneside Cinema, our Year 10
business studies pupils visited Nissan, whilst visiting
speakers have been into school to talk to Sixth Form
students in the same subject. STEM opportunities
have been grasped by Year 10 girls in
Middlesbrough and Sixth Form maths students have
competed against other schools in a maths
competition. And the list goes on and on! Year 11 all
attended the Skills NE exhibition in Newcastle back
in September as part of our structured careers
programme and around 40% of the year group have
had personal 1-1 discussions with a careers adviser
from North Tyneside’s Connexions team (the rest
will be seen in early 2020). Year 10 have continued
to engage with the Esh Construction Building My
Skills careers scheme which runs in school and
prepares pupils for post GCSE transition.
continued…..
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On the sports field our pupils have continued to
enhance the school’s reputation as one of the
strongest state school in the area, if not the
strongest. This term our senior teams have been
so impressive. Our hockey teams have had an
outstanding few months with both our U16 and
U18 becoming County Champions, defeating a
number of independent schools on the way. The
girls then travelled to Yorkshire to represent
Northumberland and did themselves proud
against other schools from across the North-East
of England. Special congratulations to the U16s,
who progressed onto the next phase and played
in the North Division finals, after emerging as
North-East runners-up. The dedication and team
work required to achieve what they have
achieved is a shining example to all our younger
players. I know Miss Taylor and Mrs Smith, who
coached the teams are enormously proud of
them and we all are. And that goes for our First
XV rugby side too, who have played an exciting

brand of rugby under the guidance of Mr Snow.
This season has been our best for a few years
now and reaching the County Cup final was a
reward for the team’s endeavours. Whilst, the
score line went against us on the night, there
was great pride in the manner with which the
team played. It isn’t always, just about winning
– it is about how you play the game and our
senior rugby players have played it the right
way. Very well done to them too.
I have the privileged position of seeing that
positive attitude in lessons and around school
generally and it is has been a feature of this
term, that so many of our pupils manifest the
school values I mentioned above. I am sure that
respectful, tolerant and friendly behaviour will
continue in 2020.
I would like to finish by wishing all connected
with Kings Priory School a restful and happy
Christmas.

Well Done Sam!
Sam has had a lot of success in the last few months
winning the Northumberland Open u14 tennis singles and
doubles titles, the county u14 & u16 singles titles and u14
doubles for his club (Cullercoats Lawn Tennis Club) he won
the u14, u16 and Men’s singles and doubles titles,
becoming the youngest ever winner of the open men’s
events in the club’s 126 year history.
Outside of the north east, he has been runner up at u14
and u16 events at 4 northern regional events and has
begun to play in some European competitions, reaching
the last 16 in an event in Edinburgh. This Christmas he will
be competing in the national u14 event, to be held at
Sunderland Tennis Centre.
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National Centre for Computing Education and Computing at School
MR NICHOLSON
Launch
Event – 4 December 2019

UPDATE

The National Centre for Computing Education (NCCE) has announced 23 schools and colleges
who will be leading Computing Hubs in their area.
Kings Priory School has been selected to offer training and support to teachers in
the North East and Northumberland. As a hub, Kings Priory School will support its
vision of a world-leading computing education in England.
As the first successful wave of the national network, we aim to provide a range of support for
primary and secondary computing teachers in schools and colleges in our local area,
including teaching, resources and CPD activities.
Each lead school went through a rigorous selection process and has demonstrated expertise
and commitment to computing education. Kings Priory School will be the focal point for local
computing CPD, supported by a strong National Centre for Computing Education, covering
practical and theoretical aspects of teaching computing, within a reasonable day’s travel.
They will also facilitate strong links with industry and engage with university expertise.
The National Centre for Computing Education was established in November 2018 with up to
£84 million of Government funding and was supported by a further £1 million from Google to
develop training for secondary school computing teachers.
The National Centre for Computing Education is a consortium of STEM Learning, Raspberry Pi
Foundation and BCS, The Chartered Institute for IT, set up to increase the number of pupils
in schools and colleges who study computer science at GCSE, AS and A level, particularly
girls and in disadvantaged areas, and ensure that there is a strong pipeline of digital skills in
England.

Isaac Computer Science Event at Newcastle University
Year 12 Computer Scientists attended a fantastic event at Newcastle University looking at
modelling biological systems.
The visit introduced students to an advanced A level Computer Science concept which
provided the skills and confidence needed for students to apply to their own programming

Year 10 Drama
This term, Year 10 Drama
pupils have been exploring
different elements of their
written exam in preparation
for Summer 2021.
For the past few weeks, the
focus has been the use of
masks in drama and pupils
were set the task creating
masks
that
would
be
appropriate for a masked
production of Willy Russell’s

practice.
On the day, students worked through the online Isaac Computer Science platform which
has been developed to support independent learning.
Students then learnt how to develop and program models of dynamic biological systems
such as pandemics and predator/prey ecosystems. Students were able to program simple
agents and explore the group behaviour that can emerge from their random interactions.
Students had the opportunity to use computational models to answer questions such as:
How long on average does it take a disease to infect a whole population? What is the impact
of immunisation on the spread of disease? How do predator/prey ecosystems reach a
balance where both species can survive? What combinations of predator and prey
populations lead to extinction? The event was a great day which truly challenged and supported our A Level students, it also inspired some great ideas amongst the group which
could be later used for their Year 13 practical programming project.

Isaac Computer Science Masterclass at Newcastle University
Girls from Year 10 and 11 had an excellent opportunity to attend a career-focused event at the
Riverside Stadium, Middlesbrough. The event was organised by the Stemettes who were
founded in 2013. The Stemettes have run free, fun-filled, food-filled events for over 10,000 young
women and girls across the UK - inspiring and supporting them into Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths related careers. The event included speed mentoring sessions with
inspirational women in STEM, CV advice from professionals and mock interviews with HR
professionals. They also provided tips on presentation skills and support on how to create a
professional online presence, along with “lightning talks” where volunteers gave a seven-minute
speech advocating for their specialist corner of the STEM world. This year’s speakers were from
GCHQ and Westfield, as well as Dr Anne-Marie Imafidon MBE, co-founder of Stemettes.

On Tuesday 12 November, Year
10 Business pupils attended the
Nissan
Plant
located
in
Sunderland. This educational
visit enabled us as pupils to
gain a better understanding of
the processes of production and distribution
which later can be useful to reference in our
exams. This visit included a tour of the factory
floor where the manufacturing of the cars
takes place.
Upon arrival, we were introduced to the
company, by a presentation and a series of
quizzes based on engineering alongside
developments to prolong the products life
cycle. A Nissan employee guided us on a tour
around one of the production lines, which was
producing the Qashqai and the new Nissan
Leaf.
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distribution and the effects Brexit will have on
the car industry as one of Nissan’s main plants
is in Japan.
We also found out that Nissan is only going to
develop electric cars after the year 2040 to
continue to attract customers and leave no
carbon footprint.
In our opinion, we found the educational visit
to be very beneficial and informative on key
parts of the syllabus including motivation of
employees, production and distribution.
Alice, Megan, Conor & Sophie.

While discovering parts of the Sunderland
Plant, we gained knowledge of the merges that
have taken place to protect and expand
the company. We also learnt about global

On 29 November, John Bailey (UK Sales
Director, Dell Technologies) came to speak to
our Year 13 business studies class. He has 25
employees who he line-manages, who sell Dell
products to universities, corporations and other
institutions. To begin with he spoke about his
career and explained how you can climb the
career ladder and progress in business. He also
gave some background information about Dell
and how the company has evolved over time.
The floor was opened up to students and we
asked Mr Bailey some questions that were
applicable to both Dell and our A-Level studies.
Many topics were covered including how he
manages employees, leadership strategies,
performance analysis of employees, the impacts
of Brexit and the importance of being an ethical
business.
We all found the session very beneficial and
could really see how we could apply Mr Bailey’s
experiences to the theory that we have been
learning about business in lessons. We would
like to pass on our thanks
to him for the time he
gave up to come and
speak to us.
Written by Mary Henry.

Election 2019
During the recent general election campaign we
have had a series of events to inform our students
of the importance of voting and the key
differences between the main political parties in
terms of their policy agenda.
Our A-Level Politics students have taken a leading
role by presenting at a Senior School assembly,
producing campaign posters and counting the
votes in a mock election that we held on Monday
9 December.
All pupils from Years 9-13 were eligible to vote
with voter turnout at a staggering 89.7%! The
result was a win for Labour with 38%, followed by
the Green Party (20.2%), Conservatives (18.2%),
Liberal Democrats (16.7%) with 31 spoilt ballots.
The campaign has certainly sparked some lively
debates amongst students and we appear to have
some potential future political leaders in our
midst!

SENIOR SCHOOL
Year 9’s recently had the opportunity to visit Newcastle
university in order to explore the importance of learning
another language in the workplace and everyday life.
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Year 9 Rat Race

The day consisted of several activities, for instance
talking to language professionals who gave us an insight
on how being multilingual can help with our future, for
example, it can increase our annual salary by up to 20%.
Moreover, pupils were asked to design a poster in which
to inspire language learning within schools, in which we
were pleased to have won. The day finished with a
chance to sample a language, Chinese, that was new to
us all. The trip has inspired us to continue learning
languages in our extended future and consider studying
them at university, to give us a head start in the great
rat race.
In November KS5 Spanish went to the Tyneside cinema
and we had a really good time.

KS5 Spanish

We went to see "Diarios de Motocicletas" which was a
film about a journey of discovery around South America
that lead Che Guevara to become a revolutionary. I
thought the film was not only interesting to watch but it
was useful because it taught me about some of the key
issues about inequality and poverty in South America,
while practicing my listening as well.

KS4 Pen Pals
¡Feliz Navidad!
Pupils in Year 10 were delighted last week
to receive their first communication from
their Spanish pen pals.
We are establishing links with a school in
Teruel, Spain and pupils are currently
exchanging festive messages and greetings

KS5 Spanish
A few weeks ago I visited Tyneside Cinema
with my french class to see 'L'auberge
espagnol'.
I enjoyed the time spent there thoroughly
and the film along with the exercises
afterwards really helped me to expand my
knowledge of the French language. I would
recommend any language student to
participate in one of these sessions to further
their language learning.
From Holly

On Tuesday 15 October, the Year 12 German A
Level class went on a trip to the Tyneside
Cinema to watch the film ‘Das Leben der
Anderen’ or in English ‘The Lives of Others’. The
film was set in 1984 East Berlin, and was about
how the Stasi (East German police force) spied
on individuals that were perhaps not loyal to the
communist party.
However, the agent of the secret police
conducting the surveillance on the writer and his
lover finds himself becoming increasingly
absorbed by their lives.
The whole class
enjoyed the film and found it very useful in
connection with their current studies centered
around the Berlin Wall.

MUSIC

DEPARTMENT

Thank you & A Happy Christmas from the

church of St Michael and All Angels, Alnham on

Music Department!

Wednesday night.

This has been an exceptionally busy few weeks for

A really special occasion for all involved.

the Music Department: a huge thank you to all our
pupils, parents and the wider school community
for their support of our varied musical activities,
events and services. Without the commitment and
dedication shown by our pupils, we would not be
able

to

deliver

the

range

or

quality

of

extra-curricular events and we are so grateful.
Since

half-term,

we

have

run

a

weekend

residential trip, sung at ten services, performed in
three

concerts

as

well

as

squeezing

in

ABRSM Grade 5 theory exams where all pupils
received either merits or distinctions and another
outstanding round of ABRSM practical exams.
Our participation in the 37th CLIC Sargent Concert
helped to raise over £5,000 to support children
and their families living with cancer or leukaemia.
Individual successes include: Izzie Thorneycroft
(Year 13) retaining her place in the National Youth
Orchestra, three pupils gaining places on the
National Youth Orchestra Inspire programme and a

The Spring Term now beckons and we look forward
to welcoming you to concerts and Open Mic Nights
in aid of the school charities before Easter services
and a Passion Play in April.
Happy Christmas and the very best for 2020
from the Music Team.

further four pupils securing places on the National
Youth Choir of Great Britain Introduction Weekend.
The culmination of our term is always the beautiful
annual Carols by Candlelight service which was led
again by Senior Choir and supported by the Middle
School Choristers. This service on Tuesday night in
a packed St George's Church marks the start of
Christmas proper and we were delighted to, once
again, be able to take this service to the village
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Rugby
This has been the term where we have been
competing in the final rounds of the county cup.
Despite the weather and waterlogged pitches all teams
have managed to get through to the later stages of their
competitions.
We also had many other fixtures including four teams from
u12 - u15 playing on a Saturday v Yarm and Bede with
over 150 boys playing rugby.
1st XV- reached the county cup final, beating Dame
Allan’s 1st XV and RGS 2nd XV on the way, unfortunately
losing to a very strong NSB side but their attitude and
performance were outstanding.

U12 did not have a county cup but played in a
triangular v RGS, Bede and Ripon School, scoring lots of
tries and then a Saturday fixture v Yarm school which they
won 3-2.
We also had games at Year 5 and 6 against Mowden Hall
and Dame Allan’s.

Football
The 1st XI have steadily improved and rounded of the term
with a convincing 7-1 win against a Dame Allan’s side
Other games have been cancelled due to the weather but
next term we have a number of block fixtures and events.
Girls Football u14
Well done to the u14 team who have been competing in
the Central League competition.
The u14 squad has been training with Mary Henry before
school on a Thursday. They have appreciated her time and
expertise and are working well to improve their skills.

U16- beat St Cuthberts with 3 boys playing their first
game for the school, their Vase final is being played after
Christmas.
U15 – Won the Northumberland Schools Vase final
beating RGS and Whitley Bay HS on the day. This is a
fantastic achievement for the group and shows real
progress as a group.

Girls Football u16
Well done to the u16 team who have been competing in
the Central League competition.

U14 were runners up in the Vase final to NSB and have
made massive progress over the season, their final game
was a 22-17 loss to RGS but was a fantastic game of
rugby to watch and in their triangular match v RGS and
Bede probably scored one of the tries of the season from
their own line.
U13 played their trophy final at Kingston Park and came
3rd overall in that competition. The biggest success for this
group is the number of boys who want to play with over
20 in the squad, which bodes well for the future.
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Under 16 Hockey
U16 National Schools
Well done to the u16 National Schools squad who played
in the North East of England Championships in Leeds.
They drew with Barnard Castle and Teesside High
School, lost to Cundall Manor and defeated Ilkley School
and went through to the semi-finals where they defeated
Scarborough College. In the final they drew with Cundall
Manor, but lost on sudden death penalty shuffles. The
two finalists qualify for the North of England finals so the
squad embarked upon another trip to Leeds. They
defeated Sandbach School and Yarm School and lost to
King Ecgberts which took them through to a semi final
against Cundall Manor. They were defeated by Cundall
Manor ending a fantastic run in this national
competition.

First XI Hockey
First XI Hockey
The First XI squad went to Leeds for the North East
round of the National Schools Competition where they
lost to Ashville College 1.0, lost to Barnard Castle 2.1
drew with Rishworth School 0.0 and beat Hull
Collegiate 2.0. A fantastic team performance with all
the girls working hard for each other. This was then
followed up with league wins over RGS and NHSG. 2
further league games have had to be rearranged for
the new year due to the winter bugs affecting
attendance.

The u14 team defeated RGS B team but lost to Dame Allan’s A team.
The u13 team defeated RGS B team and lost to Dame Allan’s A team and Mowden Hall. The 7-aside team battled hard in the Northumberland National Schools competition but did not progress to
the next round.
U11 and U10
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X Country

Trampoline

Following their success in the county
round of the English Schools X-Country
championship, the Year 7/8 boys and
girls teams made their way to the
regional finals in Middlesbrough.

Congratulations
to
Olivia
Douglas who won the Tyne and
Wear games Elite final and
Hamish Dotchin who came 2nd in
the intermediate Tyne and Wear
final.

The competition was very strong with
teams from across the North East and
Yorkshire.
The
boys
performed
admirably, finishing in 5th position in the
region.

Badminton
We have had another successful
term with the badminton teams.
With two girls teams and one
boys teams from Key Stage 4
reaching the North Tyneside finals
in January, and the girls and boys
team from Key Stage 3 going as
well.

Further heartache was in store for the
girls team, however, when they finished
in 4th place by one point, narrowly missing out on a top 3 finish which would
have led them to the national finals in
Derbyshire.

Sportshall Success for Kings Priory School
For the third year running, the Year 5/6 Sportshall
Athletics team qualified for the Tyne and Wear Finals
in first place at the North Tyneside Finals at Burnside.
Performance levels were fantastic, particularly on the
track and in the boys field events. The team aim to
defend last year’s county championship in early
January at Temple Park.
On the same day, the Year 7 team will also be
competing

in

the

Finals

following

their

winning

performance in the North Tyneside heats. They will be
looking to emulate the success they had in the
primary division last year at the county final.
It has also been fantastic to see the Year 9 and 10
team

competing

in

this

competition,

with

some

wonderful individual performances on show and pupils
eager to continue with competitive sport into their
teen years.
Join in the conversation at

@KingsPriory
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REMINDERS
Many thanks to all of you for your generosity, your
Christmas gifts are greatly appreciated.
We will be sure to enjoy those during the Christmas
break!
The Out of School Club (OOSC) will return on School
INSET days Monday 6 and Tuesday 7 of January 2020 at
8.00am. These days are now fully booked.
The Out of School Club will reopen as normal on
Wednesday 8 January 2020 at 7.30am.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all of us at
OOSC.

Sarah, Louise, Andrea, Angela, Christine
Charlotte, Matthew, Tracy, Emily and Georgia

All enquiries should be
directed to
oosc@kps.woodard.co.uk
OR
Telephone
0191 2589155
The school office have no access
to our registers or our daily
capacity. Please contact us
directly for information.

BREAKFAST SERVICE
During term time breakfast is
served until 8.15am. Please
arrive no later than 8.10am if
you wish your child to have
breakfast.

WATER BOTTLES
Please make sure you
provide your child with a
refillable water bottle during
the holidays.

CIRCUS SKILLS
If you have signed up to this
on Thursdays, a reminder that
you cannot collect your child
earlier than 5.30pm on their
designated session. You will
have had an email
outlining the day/s they have
been chosen for.

MIDDLE SCHOOL PUPILS
The new system is working
well, however, a gentle
reminder that your child will
not arrive during the

PTA

PTA
Email us :
kingsprioryschoolpta@gmail.com
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Kings Priory School PTA

PARTNERSHIP WORKING, SPONSORSHIP AND FUNDING

Job Advert
FINANCIAL PARAPLANNER / EXPERIENCED PA
PART-TIME FLEXIBLE HOURS & WORKING
JOIN A GROWING ST. JAMES’S PLACE WEALTH MANAGEMENT
PRACTICE BASED IN TYNEMOUTH. RESPONSIBILTIES INCLUDE:
SUPPORT OF CLIENT SERVICING & RECORD MANAGEMENT,
MARKETING, AND REPORT WRITING

Would like to express our heartfelt thanks to
South Gosforth Fruiterers who have
supported our school again this year.
SGF donated two Christmas trees for use in the
First School Foyer and in The King’s Hall

CONTACT:
PHILIP LANCASTER ON 0798 3700 844
OR
PHILIP.LANCASTER@SJPP.CO.UK

These donations were invaluable to us and we really
appreciate their support

Would you like to sponsor a TV?
TVs are a very useful to us around school. They enable us
to showcase events and information for not only our
pupils but visitors to school too.
If you are interested in sponsoring a TV then please
email: sarah.taylor@kps.woodard.co.uk

If you would like to advertise in our newsletter then please get in touch with us.
Email: sarah.taylor@kps.woodard.co.uk

We wish you a very
Happy Christmas and a
Wonderful New Year

SCHOOL REOPENS TO PUPILS ON WEDNESDAY 8 JANUARY 2020

