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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
As we come to the end of the first half-term back in 

the New Year, it is clear that business is booming. 

Before the term started, as you are aware, we had  

two days of staff training with a significant amount 

of time given over to various specialist training and 

Department-specific workshops with a crisp focus 

on teaching and learning. Al l  staff  

engaged with this with great positivity, enthusiasm 

and professionalism. 

 

We are very proud of all of our Upper Sixth: all who 

are applying to university have done so and once 

again, over 90% have already received offers. This 

is splendid and a milestone achievement in many of 

our Upper Sixth’s education to date. I am also  

delighted to be able to share with you some Senior 

School news: Alex Ramsay in Year 13 has been  

offered a place at Trinity College, University of 

Cambridge to read Computing Science. This is an 

incredible achievement through a very demanding 

process. 

 

We recently held Mock Results mornings for  

our Year 11 and 13 students after their recent  

examinations.  Pupils received their grades and 

marks; whilst for some this is a positive reassuring 

boost, for some it can be a stark reality check.  All 

our pupils need to act on their results and the  

advice they received from staff but, ultimately, take 

responsibility for their own learning in the months 

to come.  From the school’s side, many revision 

sessions are in place during lunchtimes, registration 

and Chapter Time along with various revision days 

in the upcoming holidays.  I expect all of our pupils 

to take advantage of these many invaluable  

opportunities.  Some are non-negotiable and  

compulsory, others are not.  Pupils know the deal 

here. 

 

To assist with revision and examination preparation 

for our Year 11 pupils, they have had the  

opportunity to receive careers advice from Carol 

Myers from Connexions. 

 

During this half term we hosted Parents’ Evenings 

for Years 11 and 13.  Year 8 pupils and parents  

attended our GCSE Options Evening where our  

pupils’ future study opportunities were presented.  

All Options Forms should have now been returned 

to the Administration Office. 

 

In the First School we held an informative  

Curriculum Evening in Maths and English for Years 

1 and 2 parents and an EYFS Literacy Focus  

evening.  In addition, Parents’ Evenings for our  

Reception to Year 4 pupils, a Maths and English 

Curriculum Evening for Years 3 & 4, Maths  

workshops for EYFS, KS1 and KS2 and our Year 12 

Parents’ Evening will take place shortly after we 

return to school next half-term. 

 

It will creep upon us rather quickly, so I had best 

mention, that Year 10 examinations will take place 

after half-term and Year 9 pupils will sit their  

examinations after Easter. 

 

 

Continued……... 

Image of Kings Priory School’s Fieldhouse, 

Alnham near Thropton, Northumberland 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL continued  
On a lighter note, Year 5 pupils spent few days at 

Robinwood Activity Centre near Alston.  Pupils and 

staff left eager, excited and full of energy; they  

returned absolutely shattered, but full of positivity 

as to what these experiences bring.  Our thanks to 

all the staff who made this event possible.  

 

Briefly summarising our other extensive additional 

activities: our Music Department hosted the North 

Tyneside Gifted and Talented Singing day, a Sonic 

Pi music and coding event, Jazz Improvisation  

and a TICE music workshop. Year 1 and 2 pupils 

attended RSPB workshops; Year 1 visited Northum-

berland Park; Year 2 made pizzas at Pizza Express 

in Jesmond to help with their maths learning; Years 

3 and 4 continued the First School visits to the local 

village library; Year 8 pupils visited the York  

Dungeons; Year 9 English pupils visited the local 

BBC studios in Newcastle, whilst Year 12 English 

students attended an English Language conference 

at Newcastle University. GCSE RS pupils visited 

Newcastle Cathedral for a conference, our Lego  

engineers took part in the First Lego League  

tournament at Sage (UK) Ltd; Year 11 Business 

Studies pupils took a journey to Salford to visit  

Jaguar Landrover.  We hosted a Year 9 – 11 

‘Raising the bar’ careers evening and a Year 11 

Teenage Cancer presentation too.  As you can see 

this has been a busy and varied half-term for our 

staff and pupils with unique, motivating and  

exciting experiences expanding our knowledge and 

enjoyment and application of learning. 

 

Meetings in preparation for our New York and  

Battlefields visits which are going out this half-term 

holiday and at Easter have taken place.  We wish 

everyone a very safe and enjoyable visit. 

 

Our PTA have organised and a very successful  

Valentine Disco evening for our Key Stage 1 pupils.  

It is thanks to this kind of fundraising event that we 

have taken delivery of our new Minibus Lite this 

term.  Our grateful thanks to everyone who has 

supported the PTA events thus allowing us our  

latest mode of transport.   

 

In line with Department for Children’s Public Health 

Services, after half-term our Year 9 girls will  

receive their HPV vaccinations. 

 

Do you know someone who is interested in joining 

our Sixth Form in September?  There are places 

still available so please do pass the word around.  

Contact details are available on our website and we 

are always delighted to meet young adults and 

their families who believe what Kings Priory’s Sixth 

Form has to offer is a good place for them to thrive. 

 

That’s it for now.  I wish pupils, families and friends 

of the school a very pleasant half-term and look 

forward to seeing you back in a week’s time. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Philip Sanderson  
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The First School has been awash with love this week, love for learning, love for each other and love for the 

closeness to a holiday!  

The pupils were very keen to tell me that the Valentines disco was ‘simply the best’! I would like to publically 

thank all the staff and the extremely dedicated members of the PTA who make things like this happen for our 

pupils – they, and I, definitely appreciate it! I know many parents, volunteers and staff give up many hours 

to ensure everyone has as much fun as they do and we really are very grateful for the PTA’s continued        

support of what we do here at Kings Priory School. 

The Senior Leadership team, Phase Leaders and I are in a very lucky position that we regularly get to visit 

classrooms on the Percy Park Road site. Over the last few weeks we have been focusing on developing our 

key areas of the curriculum and their delivery. With that in mind it has been an absolute pleasure to see 

these ideas, techniques and strategies coming to life in exciting and stimulating lessons across all phases.  

We have also welcomed visitors from Woodard Academies Trust, the Academy Council and other schools. On 

every occasion the pupils and staff have done us proud in welcoming and celebrating their achievements with 

these visitors. Well done everyone! 

Class Assemblies in Year 1 have been a resounding success and I know the pupils and staff love to show     

parents and families what they have been learning about.  The feedback so far has been superb but we would 

welcome any further comments on what went well or how we could make it even better.  

The educational visits this half term have also greatly helped us to bring the pupils learning to life and it       

always amazes me how many kind parents and family members volunteer to support us with this.              

The children and staff get so much from these experiences and for that I am very grateful for everyone’s time 

and support. I am extremely jealous that I don’t get to go on more on the days out as they have definitely 

had fabulous feedback. Pizza Express being a major highlight for many! 

As half-term and Valentine’s day has arrived I urge everyone to make sure that they show someone that they 

care about that they loved them. A kind word, a smile and a hug can go a long way – it is with this thought 

that I wish everyone all the best for the half-term break.  Enjoy your time with those that you love and we 

will see everyone after the holiday.  

Mrs Watson 

Ruby (Year 4) sent pictures of her amazing Spanish 
City inspired Kings Priory School modelling project  
to the Spanish City. They were seriously impressed 
and wanted to thank Ruby by inviting her and her 
family to enjoy a meal.  
Well done Ruby! 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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Year 1 Visit Northumberland Park Year 1 Class Assembly 

This half-term Year 1 have been working hard 
on practising and performing their class  
assemblies. We put together a performance 
based on our work on seasons and the weather.  

Each class had an amazing turnout and they all 
did brilliantly, performing in front of grown-ups 
and showcasing their drama talents.  

We also all loved performing Herman the Worm!  

On Thursday 7 February, Year 1 visited Northumberland Park for a  

science ‘senses and the seasons’ afternoon.  

We had so much fun exploring the park, completing a scavenger hunt 

and using nature to create giant letters! 

We were joined by Oscar from the RSPB who let us use binoculars and 

magnifying glasses to search for birds, insects and different types of 

plants.  

We also learned two new words: deciduous (trees which lose their 

leaves in winter) and evergreen (trees which keep their leaves). Test 

us and see if we can remember these words and identify the different 

types of trees around school!  

‘Run, Run as fast as you can you can’t catch 

us we are the Fairtrade Gingerbread men’. 

First School pupils raised £202 as a Fairtrade 

donation while also raising awareness of 

what Fairtrade is and how it not only benefits 

those directly involved but also their  

communities.   

Last year the children in Year 2 were able to 

achieve the Fairtrade ‘Fair-aware’ award but 

this time they were aiming to go one better 

with the coveted Fair-active award.  

During the Fairtrade fortnight children baked 

Gingerbread men using Fairtrade products 

while also completing a Gingerbread run designed to raise 

the profile of this worthy cause. Adam, aged 6: “It was a 

really fun way of raising money so Fairtrade can help more 

places but also letting everyone know when they go to the 

shops, if they buy food with a Fairtrade sticker on, it might 

be more expensive but will help those who need help”. 

To supplement the whole-school activities, Year 2 spent a 

half-term exploring the origins of Fairtrade, how we can 

support the farmers and the amazing advances that happen 

within communities due to Fairtrade involvement.  

Harriet, aged 6: “It is important to learn about Fairtrade as 

when we are older we will know all about the work they do 

and we can buy Fairtrade items to support farmers and 

their families. Fairtrade helps those who live in towns and 

villages as well by building hospitals and schools”.  

To complete the Fairtrade fortnight learning experiences 

the children will participate in African Fairtrade cooking   

workshops and also Fairtrade smoothie making using     

peddle-power bikes.  

The BBC 500 Words Competition is upon again! 

We are encouraging as many of our pupils  

as possible to enter this fantastic annual  

competition again this year. All pupils aged 

between 5 and 13 can enter a short story of 

500 words on whatever theme they choose.  

Many classes will have a look at this in class, 

but I would like to encourage families to have a 

look at some of the examples online – there 

are some fabulous stories to read and share. 

The closing date this year is the Friday 8 March 

2019. 

h t t p s : / /www.bbc . co . uk /p rog rammes/
articles/28zgDX98FnDYbN9j1jbk4HS/500-
words-2019  
 
Sue Penhall 

English Department 

http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/28zgDX98FnDYbN9j1jbk4HS/500-words-2019
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/28zgDX98FnDYbN9j1jbk4HS/500-words-2019
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/28zgDX98FnDYbN9j1jbk4HS/500-words-2019
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I had the absolute pleasure of standing and speaking at the 
recent Year 8 Options Evening 2 weeks ago where it was 
my role to introduce Mr Nicholson and the Senior School 
team to everyone and begin the transition for Year 8 pupils 

up into the Senior School. Transition and change can  
often appear daunting to people but this week I had a  
conversation with a parent about how exciting a transition 
point can be. The thrill of what is to come and those  
nervous first steps into something new can bring such  
wonderful dividends.  

Transition and change is a huge part of what Mr Robertson, 

Miss Smith, Mrs Piper and I deal with here in the Middle 
School.  Whether it be Year 4 pupils joining us from across 
the road, Year 6 pupils stepping into a KS3 curriculum, Year 
7 pupils joining us from new schools and of course the Year 
8s starting GCSEs. Change is ,therefore, integral to the 
Middle School. This doesn’t, however, mean that everyone 

will find changes and developments easy and the team of 
tutors and Heads of Year are there to support our pupils in 
this. Sometimes mistakes are made and there is nothing 
wrong with this as the staff are there to help and nurture 
the pupils to learn from these mistakes. This week the 
Heads of Year and I have spoken to all the pupils in the 
Middle School regarding making sure that when mistakes 

are made, and they will be, that everyone understands 

what we expect. We discussed being kind and respectful to 
one another and ensuring they make the most of every 
learning opportunity open to them.  

The idea of respect is extremely important to us here at 
Kings Priory School and is, of course, one of our core  
values but often the idea of respecting oneself is neglected 

from being discussed. With this in mind Mrs Piper has been 
working with Mrs Pearson on tailoring PSHE and Chapter 

Time lessons to develop the idea of self-esteem and self-
respect. The pupil feedback on this has been very positive 
so far and we hope that these sessions will continue to  
provide our Middle School pupils with the opportunity to 

develop these key areas. 

Over the last week Mr Robertson and I have been out and 
about at lunchtime in the Middle School and we were     
overwhelmed with the number of activities on offer. From 
debate club, reading support, music groups, gardening club 
to an extremely busy set of sports clubs it is wonderful to 

see many of our pupils enjoying their breaks-time and    

developing their social skills. We would, of course, like to 
continue to build on this so. if anyone has any ideas about 
what they would like to be considered to run. please do let 
us know through the Middle School email line. 

As we now head into another half-term holiday staff have 
been asking the pupils to reflect on what they have 

achieved during this half-term and what still needs to be 
done when we return to achieve their goals, whether in or       
outside the classroom. A number of Parents’ Evenings this 
term have also given teachers and families the opportunity 
to come together to discuss this very thing. Looking       
forward to the next half-term we have a busy, fun-filled 
and packed calendar ahead of us so I urge everyone to 

take the time away from school to take stock of everything 
and return refreshed, re-energised and ready to learn  

 

Mrs Watson 

http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
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Verity is now the 'DPA Juvenile UK  

Sequence Championship of 2019', a title 

Verity won in Walsall.  

On Wednesday 23 January, we went on a fun filled visit 

to Robin Wood. We had a fantastic time: the  

activities were great fun, our group leaders were 

friendly and encouraging and we learnt a lot.  

After travelling on the coach to Alston, we set off on a 

scenic walk to the centre with our activity leaders.  It 

was a good opportunity for us to get to know them and 

ask any questions we had. When we arrived at the  

centre, we were welcomed by the friendly Robin Wood 

staff and our course leader, Bob. We were shown to our 

rooms then quickly got straight on with our action 

packed schedule of activities.  

Over the three days we took part in a lot of different 

activities, many of which we’d never tried before.     

 

 

 

Our favourites were the giant swing, piranha pool and 

caving. In the piranha pool we had to work well as a 

team to crack the code – it was very tricky!                

The enormous giant swing got our adrenaline pumping 

as we whizzed through the trees and we really enjoyed 

exploring the caves and completing fun challenges in 

groups. We also really enjoyed having a go at archery – 

it took real skill and practice to aim properly and hit the 

bull’s-eye.  

As well as having fun at Robin Wood, we also learnt to 

face our fears and support others in challenging         

situations. We learnt to work together as a team to 

solve problems and complete tasks. Throughout our 

trip, the instructors made us feel really safe and  

encouraged us when we were nervous.  

We’d like to thank our teachers for taking us to Robin 

Wood – we had a great time!  

Jack and Nathan Year 5  

Year 8 Visit to….. 

On Tuesday 5 February, all of 

the pupils in Year 8 set  

o f f  w i th  the  Eng l i sh  

Department visit to York  

Dungeons.   

We have been studying the 

gothic genre in class and this 

was a fantastic opportunity to see some dark and  

terrifying aspects of this genre in real life!  We were 

scared, terrified and horrified by the sights we saw but 

strangely, we loved every minute!   

We listened to the dramatic bar teller’s tale, we saw the 

head of Guy Fawkes on a spike, we endured the torture 

chamber before we finally escaped through the mirror 

maze onto a hijacked stage coach.  We returned to school 

a little bit shaken but full of knowledge with some terrible 

tales to tell! 
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SENIOR SCHOOL   |   PAGE 7 

Half-term has arrived at a pace again! It barely seems a minute ago that we were welcoming pupils 

back for the New Year. There has been a plethora of activities and events for pupils to enjoy as usual 

this half-term.  

You will find details of many of these in other sections of the newsletter or on the Senior School        

twitter feed, which I’d encourage parents to follow to keep up to date with what is going on in our 

section of the school. 

Senior School opportunities continue to grow to enhance our curriculum and I would encourage all 

pupils to embrace the opportunities that present themselves at school, both in and out of the       

classroom. I mentioned in the last newsletter that I was looking forward to visiting the BBC studios in 

Newcastle with Year 9 and in fact I went there twice with two different groups, both of whom were a 

pleasure to accompany and attracted plenty of positive comments from BBC staff and members of the 

public.  

On a similar note it was lovely to receive a letter from a lady who had travelled on the Metro with 

some of our Sixth Form students. She was impressed by their behaviour and appearance. I am  

convinced that our pupils remain our greatest asset and they prove that time and time again.  

One of our assembly’s this term has focused on reading, where I encouraged all our Senior School to 

read more often. Recent studies have shown that reading for pleasure (it is helpful for studies too, of 

course!) is counter-acting some of the more negative aspects of social media, which has become so 

much a part of modern life. My modest challenge is to read a book a month and I have challenged the 

pupils to do that at least.  

Following neatly on from this was Mr Kelsey’s presentation on E-Safety during the week that included 

Safer Internet Day. There were strong messages delivered to help pupils remain safe on line and    

consider their digital presence. Consent for sharing information and age-limits for different platforms 

were highlighted by Mr Kelsey, who is our school E-Safety Officer.  

Mr Clarke this week led an assembly on reasoning which is one of our three whole-school core skills, 

alongside presenting and problem-solving. We are encouraging all pupils to be able to construct a 

reasoned argument in a range of different situations. Staff have designed lessons to allow the core 

skills to be blended into the work pupils undertake.  

After half-term there are plenty more musical, careers and sporting events for pupils to participate in. 

I would encourage them all to continue to try to experience as many of them as possible.   

Mr Nicholson. 

 

 

 

We are very excited that group of traders from Whitley Bay 

have written to us to invite us to enter a poetry writing  

competition – the very first Whitley Bay Poetry Festival (Seaside 

Stories). Their aim is to fill the town’s shop windows with  

poems, in any style - about Whitley Bay.  They will run it as a 

competition in three age brackets - for U11’s, U18’s and adults 

and there are prizes for each section.  

 

The possibilities are endless – some of us will remember the 

shuggy boats and the corkscrew and others will only know it in 

its current glory.  Poems might be about buildings, days out, the 

sea, the beaches, the lighthouse, the seagulls, the seals, the ice 

creams, the cafes, the amusements, the football teams, the 

shops………….  

Many pupils will be looking at this in class, but we would like 

you to encourage your children (and adults too!) to get some 

ideas together and send me your entries either via pupils or by 

email.  The closing date is Friday 8 March.   

Good Luck 

Sue Penhall 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
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What’s been happening? 

It’s been a busy time for careers at Kings Priory School over the last half-term with a  

number of events happening. Below is just a snapshot of some of the things the students 

and pupils have been up to. 

We held the 3rd in our series of inspirational careers talks on the 29 January, where we 

heard incredible careers journeys from Michelle Percy, Acting Director of Place at Newcastle 

City Council and Teri Wishart, Director of Advancement at Newcastle University. The talks 

are a fantastic personal insight into the world of work and we are now looking forward to the 

final instalment on 5 March. 

The Sixth Form have had sessions on apprenticeships in support and guidance over the last 

few weeks, run by Miriam Jamieson and her team from Newcastle UXL – ensuring that they 

are well-informed about the range of post-18 options available to them. 

The majority of Year 11 have now received their careers guidance interviews to help support 

them make well-informed decisions as they prepare to embark on the next steps on their 

educational pathways and a number of our Year 11 business pupils enjoyed an excellent  

educational visit to Jaguar Landrover’s Halewood Plant earlier this half-term, where they  

engaged with a range of employees and learnt about the business and its operations. 

As part of their continuing engagement with the Building My Skills programme, Year 10      

attended a thought provoking session last month from Marc Millar, from St James’s Place 

Wealth Management who spoke to them about the importance of online appearance from an 

employer perspective. They are now working in Chapter Time to evaluate a series of social 

media profiles on the back of Marc’s advice and guidance.  

Lead by Miss Nicholson, a number of our Year 9 pupils had a fantastic time at the BBC  

recently. The ‘access all areas’ visit took them behind the scenes of a number of aspects of 

the media business and they came away with some memorable workplace experiences. 

Coming up… 

National Careers Week will be upon us from 4 – 9 March. There will be activities and events 

running across the week – so please keep an eye out on ParentMail for more details. As  

previously mentioned – our 4th and final inspirational careers talk, hosted by our enterprise 

adviser Tim Bailey with 2 guests, will take place in the lecture theatre on 5 March – time 

TBC. We will also be taking 30 Year 9 pupils to a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Art and Maths) careers fair at the Discovery Museum on 15 March.  

There are some forthcoming external, apprenticeship open events in the local area in the 

coming weeks. Tyne North Training are running an Engineering Apprenticeship Open Day at 

their centre on Embleton Avenue, Wallsend, NE28 9NJ this Saturday 16 February 2019  

between 10:00am – 1:00pm and North Tyneside’s ‘Get up and Go’ event is taking place at 

Quadrant, Cobalt Business Park at The Silverlink on Saturday 9 March 2019 between 

10:30am – 1:30pm. 

So, as always, there is a lot to look forward to! Please continue to check ParentMail and the 

school website for further updates. 

Thank you, 

Mr J Hand, Careers Lead 
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Year 12 English Language A Level students        

attended a conference at Northumbria University 

where they had 3 sample lectures by leading     

researchers in the field of English Language and 

Linguistics and they had the opportunity to       

develop their research and analysis skills.  

Kings Priory School stood out for their              

engagement and well mannered students - a 

great day! 

On the 23 and 29 January, a number of Year 9  

pupils visited the BBC centre in Newcastle. The  

pupils arrived in the morning for their tour, which 

gave them exclusive access to the radio and T.V. 

studios, as well as the opportunity to speak with 

Colin Briggs (the North East Breakfast presenter); 

they were also lucky enough to create their own 

T.V. Breakfast broadcast and radio show.  

One of our students Lucas has written a review of 

his experience:  

“Going on the BBC trip on the 29 of January at the 

BBC Newcastle was a perfect location to learn 

about the responsibility that is needed to be a part 

of the multiple crews recording or storing  

information going out to the public on an hourly 

basis. In this fast paced world of social media, 

news reporting needs to be quick, accurate and 

reliable which makes the job even more interesting 

and competitive.  

The best thing I took part in was the radio scary 

story recording where we recorded a news story 

and effects were put on our voices to make them 

spooky. I was surprised at how much they changed 

my voice and impressed by the technical         

equipment there - the effects that were used were 

outstanding, how simple it was to create a theme 

of tension with so little equipment! 

I learnt many things there, such as how             

information can transferred to different networks 

with the push of a button, also the pace of the    

creation of stories that are displayed to the public. 

It really opened my eyes to the range of careers 

that can be made from news reporting. 

In conclusion, I would definitely recommend the 

BBC education visit to other schools it is a perfect 

way to show young people the possibilities out 

there for their future.”  
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¡Qué aproveche! 

As part of their GCSE studies in Spanish this term, Year 9 pupils have 

been learning about Spanish food and traditions. This provided a  

fantastic opportunity to collaborate with the catering team who  

prepared an excellent range of typical dishes.   

The pupils were able to take part in a food tasting event and express 

their opinions in Spanish about the various dishes. We tried calamares, 

tortilla de patatas, gazpacho, patatas bravas, crema catalana and arroz 

con leche but the firm favourite amongst the pupils was paella. 

 

An Award for LEGO NOVO! 

This year, Kings Priory School were fortunate enough to  
secure a place in the regional tournament of a worldwide 

competition called First Lego League (FLL).  
 
First Lego League involves a number of set tasks which are solved by building and  

programming robots using Lego, this year’s theme was INTO ORBIT.   
 

Building and programming Lego robots does not just use ICT skills, but brings together 
skills from a wide range of other subjects – DT, Physics, Mathematics, Engineering as well 
as core programming skills in computing.  As the pupils have to work as a team, it also 

allows them to use their leadership, communication and teamwork skills.  It has been a 
delight to see pupils working together, solving problems and using the different strengths 

of different team members to complete the challenging tasks, showcasing the school  
values and curriculum skills. 
 

On the day, pupils had to go through a number of rigorous stages which included robot 
missions, demonstration of their core values poster, an unknown task and a project 

presentation which was themed around mental health in space and was delivered to real 
industry professionals.  

 
It was during the core values poster and unknown task where our team ‘LEGO NOVO’ truly 
excelled themselves by showing superb team work, resilience, respect and friendship to 

solve the complex and challenging activities presented to them on the day. 
 

Mr McIvor and Miss Torbitt 



MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT 

North Tyneside Singing Day  

We were delighted to host the North Tyneside 
Gifted & Talented Singing Day on Thursday 7 

February. Led by Jenny Williams from NT and 
Newcastle Hubs,  Year 9 & 10 Kings Priory 
School music students were joined by KS3 and 

KS4 students from a number of other North 

Tyneside Schools.  

 

A full day of part singing of music from Michael 
Jackson, the West End Smash Hit, Hamilton to 

Will Todd’s Passion Music.  

A fabulous day of collaborative and challenging 

music making.  

Senior School Jazz Improvisation Workshop 

Senior School musicians were lucky to be joined by Dr James Birkett and Bradley Johnston on  

6 February for a workshop exploring the techniques behind jazz improvisation.   

Musicians from Years 9-13 took part and explored the use of some new approaches to solo              

improvisation culminating in each musician taking an extended solo over the Django Reinhardt tune, 

Dark Eyes.   

We look forward to hosting the event again next year. 

 

 

 

Fabulous Result for Year 11 Guitarist  

Congratulations to Evan who has passed his 

Grade 7 guitar with Distention 

Amazing result – well done!  
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TICE Workshop 

3 of our Year 8 musicians took part in the initial stages of ‘This Is Creative Enterprise’ programme 

which will hopefully see them working towards a musical project with other young people in the  

borough over the rest of the year.  

The recent workshop covered song writing techniques and opportunities in the music industry and 

built towards a short band project in which pupils wrote their own material.  Look out for updates on 

further workshops over the school year.  

http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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SPORTS 
DEPARTMENT 

Hockey 

The Weather has been against us this 
half-term but all teams have played a 
few fixtures. 

The U13 teams games have kicked in this 
half-term.  They have played a friendly 
with Marden Bridge Middle School with A 
and B teams playing very competitively.  

Winning both games 2-0 and 4-1  
respectively. They took part in the North 
Tyneside Tournament against Valley  
Gardens and Marden Bridge Middle 
School and becoming the North Tyneside 

Champions.  The team will now represent 
North Tyneside in the In2Hockey Tyne 
and Wear finals.   

U14’s have played against NHSG in a 

competitive game unfortunately losing   

3-0 and Bede in a fast and furious  
encounter, coming out the victors 2-0. 

U16s Travelled to Berwick and played a 
competitive match, finishing the winners 
on the night 3-0.   

There are still plenty more fixtures left 

before the end of the season. 

Table tennis 

Five boys from Year 8 reached the Zonal round 

of the National Table Tennis Competition after 

winning the Tyne and Wear finals.  

Noah, Will, Matt, Sam and Arran, travelled to 

Kirkby Stephen on the 17 January to compete 

in a very tough competition. They drew the 

first match, which had an England player in 

their team! Lost the second match to the  

national champions. The final match was lost 

but only on points count-back in the final 

game. An excellent event and a pleasure to 

take the boys.  

Sports hall athletics 

A few changes on the day did not deter the team from competing hard in every event.                    

The race of the day was definitely in the 4 x 2 lap relay where the first 3 teams were all within a step 

of each other, with the Kings Priory School Year 7 boys just winning. When all the results were  

counted up the boys were placed 2nd overall by a close margin of only 17 points. A very good day for 

all. 

Year 5 and 6 Indoor Athletics 
 

After narrowly missing out to Gosforth Middle School in last 
year’s County Indoor Athletics final, the Year 5 and 6 team 

were determined not to let this happen again. In mid-January, 
the 24 pupil squad travelled to South Shields to compete in a 
very competitive event with schools from across the North 
East. The team showed grit and immense skill, particularly on 
the track where their changeovers were of a very high  

standard. All the hard work paid off when Kings Priory School 
were crowned the champions of Tyne and Wear. 9 of the squad 
have also been asked to represent Tyne and Wear in the  
regional finals on 16 March. 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/


Girls Football 

There is a new club taking place for Year 7 & 
8 girls on a Thursday morning.  This is  
proving popular and the girls are having a 

really good time.  They have played 2 fixtures 
so far with more planned before the Easter 
break.   

The Year 7 girls football team have also  

attended the North Tyneside 5-aside  
competition where they improved match on 
match. 

With girls football becoming ever more  

popular we are starting our first Year 5 and 6 

girls football training on a Monday after half-

term. 

Join in the conversation at        @KingsPriory        /KingsPriory           kingsprioryschool.co.uk  

SPORTS 
DEPARTMENT 

Football 

The 1st XI managed their first win of the 

season, after playing some very tough 

sides including Carlisle Academy.         

Confidence has not dropped and they 

have continued to persevere, beating 

Dame Allan’s 3-0. 

The football season has been hampered 

a bit by the weather but there have been 

fixtures for Year 9 beating NSB on  

penalties in a very exciting game. The 

Year 10 team lost to St Thomas More but 

drew with Marden. 

PE 

This term has seen all the pupils in Years 5 and 6 travel to The Parks 

for intra-mural football and hockey and even some fixtures against 

Dame Allan’s.  

Taking a whole year group has given them all experience of this       

facility if they have not been before and there has been plenty of 

friendly competition in the sports that we have been working on this 

term. 

Cross country 

This year there was no snow 

but the windy conditions still 

made going difficult at the 

County Cross Country      

Championships. 16 runners 

from school went to  

represent North Tyneside at 

the event and all performed 

very well. Many of the  

athletes were competing a 

year young in their age 

group.  

Badminton 

This year 4 teams won and are through to the 

Tyne and Wear finals. Teams at Key Stage 3 

boys and girls and Key Stage 4 boys and girls        

travelled to the event in Newcastle.  

This is a very tough competition amazingly all 

teams came third overall. Losing one game 

each in their group stages, but winning the 

playoff for 3rd and 4th.places. 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/


CATERING         |   PAGE 14 

Keep up to date with all 

that’s going on.                        

Follow us on Twitter 

@KPS_Catering 

A selection of food  

prepared for our  

Reception classes to taste 

as well as Chinese Buffet 

served in Café K.  

On Valentine’s day we had indulgent chocolate cupcakes in the  

First School and sweetheart cookies for sale in Café K.  

 

While love is in the air we will launch ‘Love Your Lunch’ – reminding 

us to make healthy food choices for lunch for the energy to learn all 

day long. 

 

Coming next: 

March 5: Shrove Tuesday, pancakes at breakfast, break and lunch! 

April: Easter treats. 
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PTA 

With part of the money raised over the events since the  

beginning of the school year, the PTA has funded the  

following items : 

 

 hiring lighting/radio mics, back drop and musicians for 

the musical theatre production for the Middle/Senior 

Show this coming summer. 

 20 Art decal wall stickers with inspirational quotes to be placed throughout the whole school.  

 

As more money is raised we will continue to work our way down the school's wish list and keep  

funding items, projects and activities that will help to provide the best possible school experience for 

our children. 

 

The next PTA event is a movie night (for parents) showing Dirty Dancing on the Huntington Place 

site on March 15. If you attended the Bad Moms night last year, you will know how much fun it was. 

We will also be giving away some great prizes. 

 

Stay tuned for more details soon of the events calendar for this year. We are always looking for  

volunteers so, if you are able to help for any events, please let us know.  

 

Keep an eye on our Facebook page for upcoming meetings.  Everyone is welcome! If you have any 

questions, comments or suggestions, please get in touch. 

Keep up to date with all 

that’s going on. Follow us on 

Twitter @PTA_KPS 

Email us : 

kingsprioryschoolpta@gmail.com 

Kings Priory School PTA 

Our new minibus lite 

A huge thanks goes out to everyone who has supported the PTA over the last few years allowing 

them to be able to purchase a new Minibus Lite for the school. 

This excellent new vehicle has allowed us to replace one of the older vehicles and therefore, be able 

to continue to deliver a significant amount of the curriculum which happens off-site, both  

locally and beyond. 

Watch out for it travelling 

around the region, and do give 

us a friendly wave! 

Once again, thank you to both 

our hugely supportive PTA and 

everyone who has contributed 

to their events. 

SCHOOL REOPENS TO PUPILS ON MONDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2019 



 

PARTNERSHIP WORKING, SPONSORSHIP AND FUNDING 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A SUPPORTER OR 

SPONSOR IN ANY WAY THAT YOU CAN? 

If you are interested in supporting our school by sponsoring an event, working in partnership with 

us or you would like to make voluntary one-off or regular donation then please get in touch  

You may contact  Sarah Taylor via email:  

sarah.taylor@kps.woodard.co.uk 

Alnham Fieldhouse 

Alnham, Northumberland 

Kings Priory School’s Fieldhouse at Alnham has 

undergone refurbishment and is almost complete. 

It will be available to hire from Easter this year.  

The property sleeps 20 in bunk-bed-style               

accommodation making it ideal for groups such as 

brownies, scouts or walking groups. 

If you are interested and would like more  

information about our School Fieldhouse then 

please get in touch.  

You may contact us via email:  

Alnhamfieldhouse@kps.woodard.co.uk 

 

 

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS 

IN OUR NEWSLETTER ? 

If you would like to have a conversation about this, please contact Sarah Taylor on:                         

sarah.taylor@kps.woodard.co.uk 


