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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Walking to Holy Saviours Church on Thursday 
with some Year 4s one of the said to me: “Mr 
Sanderson, do you think it smells like Autumn 
this morning?” And you know what, it did. I 
knew exactly what they meant. It does not 
seem five minutes since the start of term and 
here we are, at half term a week before the 
clocks go back.  

It has certainly been a busy few weeks for 
professional visitors to school.  Canon  
Brendan Clover, Senior Provost for Woodard 
spent an enjoyable few hours in school, whilst 
Rev’d Rachel Wood, Canon Sue Hart and Mrs 
Carole Lax gave appropriate reflections in 
Chapel on the theme of Harvest.  Father  
Martin Lee has visited us on many mornings 
to consider our Chapel themes for the half 
term. Woodard Academies Trust CEO, Paul 
Kennedy and the Trust’s School Improvement 
Leader, Maria Roberts joined us for a review 
of the School and our plans for the year 
ahead.  This was a positive meeting and  
ensures that the school is absolutely on the 

right track going forward and that our  
self-evaluation says exactly where we are  
and why and what we are doing.  Our Link 
Academy Councillors have also visited to  
review all stages of the school. 

As you will see throughout our newsletter, we 
have hosted a large number of events from 
visits from the RSPB to Kooth. We have  
visited Libraries, Segedunum, Hitachi and the 
Beacon of Light for engineering, The  
Discovery Museum to learn how to debate, 
increased Careers skills with Build my Skills 
and Skills NE, and the Lit and Phil for Young 
Writer’s Awards.  Our Year 8 pupils even 
learned how to ‘Restart a Heart’ with the St 
John Ambulance Service.  Our older pupils 
enjoyed varied weather conditions in both 
Bronze and Silver DofE expeditions over  
recent weekends but managed to endure well 
and completed the next stage of their award. 

Our Early Bird UCAS applications have been 

completed and we wish all of our Year 13 
students’ good luck in their university  
applications.  We benefitted greatly from the 
expertise Dr Lucy Busfield from St Anne’s 
College Oxford recently, giving our Year 11 
and 12 students insightful information about 
university applications.  We hope to hear 
more from her soon.  

On Wednesday and Thursday of this week 
pupils and families of the First School enjoyed 
Harvest Festival celebrations both in school 
and at Holy Saviour’s Church. The singing and 
spoken words were excellent from the pupils.  
Although a celebratory service, there was still 
a serious reminder of what harvest means to 
so many people in different ways.  It was  
also a privilege for me to be invited to the 
installation of Captain Rev’d Steve Dixon, the 
new vicar of Holy Saviour’s Church, and to 
welcome Steve on behalf of our school  
community.  

Over the last few weeks there have been 
‘Meet the Teacher/Tutor’ Information  

Evenings on both sites for parents and pupils 
from Reception to Year 13. Parents’ Evenings 
planned for pupils in Years Reception to Year 
8 will take place in the second half of the  
Autumn Term and we are also hosting a Year 
5/6 Curriculum Evening during the next half 
term. Parents’ Evenings for the other year 
groups will follow early in the Spring Term. 
These evenings are so important as they  
allow staff to provide parents with valuable 
information, advice and guidance regarding 
their son/daughter’s progress, effort,  
attainment and wellbeing. 

We hosted a very successful Year 7 Open 
Evening for current and prospective Year 7 
pupils for our September 2019 intake and 
also a number of open events to the First 
School for prospective Reception pupils’  
parents.  We look forward to seeing many of 
them in the new school year. Our Sixth  
Form Open Evening will be taking place on 

Wednesday 14 November from 6pm 
(presentation at 6.15pm) so, if you know of 
any pupil who may be considering a place in 
our Sixth Form, do let them know.  There is 
information on our website for all who are 
contemplating Sixth Form education. 

I attended the PTA AGM last evening. We are 
incredibly lucky as a school to have such a 
dedicated group of parents and friends of the 
school supporting us with various events and 
fundraising. We thank them wholeheartedly 
for their support in the provision of a new 
minibus. Speaking of the PTA, their Halloween 
Disco for Years 1-4 will take place in the first 
week back after half term. Make sure you 
have your tickets purchased for this before 
they sell out. 

I had the delight of adjudicating the Chapter 
Music Competition on the Huntington Place 
site this afternoon. It was a splendid event 
and the standard of musical talent from all of 
our Middle School pupils was superb.  My staff 
and I are immensely proud of our pupils in 

their hard work and flair for music in all its 
forms. Congratulations to Dunelm for taking 
the prize for Best Chapter and to Sara Playfair 
with the award for Best Soloist. 

Can I also take this opportunity to remind 
pupils regarding safety as the nights draw in 
and the days get shorter?  With Hallowe’en 
and Guy Fawkes during, and just after the 
holiday, please take care: that goes for all of 
you, whether you are 4 or 18. 

And finally a reminder that school will reopen 
to pupils after half term on Monday 5  
November 2018. 

That’s it for now. I wish pupils, families and 
friends of the school a very good half term 
and look forward to seeing you all in a couple 
of weeks’ time. 

Best wishes, 

Philip Sanderson 

Principal 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
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http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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Sawadee Krab (Hello in Thai) 

Pupils at Kings Priory School  

enjoyed celebrating the European 

Day of Languages.  

On this day we aimed to celebrate 

many of the over 6,000 languages 

spoken around the world and have a 

day of multilingual fun. 

Each of the different classes in Key 

Stage 1 took a different country, 

language and culture to explore. 

These countries ranged from  

Thailand to France and even Mexico. 

Children were able to explore the 

geography of a country within an 

atlas, oral language learning and 

creating prompts to help others 

learn the language when they went 

home. 

Download a free QR code reader to 

enjoy class 2AIN’s Thai language 

learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the First School site, pupils in 

Years 3 and 4 enjoyed taking part in 

language and culture related  

activities where they were also  

required to use their artistic,  

mathematical and geographical 

skills. They enjoyed a range of  

activities, including creating artwork 

in the style of Giuseppe Arcimboldo 

and   designing symmetrical tile  

patterns for the Alhambra palace in 

Granada, Spain.  

Both Middle and Senior school pupils 

enjoyed an insightful assembly from 

visiting  speaker Mr Brian Stobie, 

International Officer for Durham 

County Council, who spoke about 

the importance of languages and 

the many multinational companies 

in this region who actively employ 

linguists. After his previous and 

popular European Day of Languages 

assembly sports report in Spanish, 

M r  S n o w  s h o w c a s e d  h i s  

multilingualism, this year delivering 

the sports report in fluent French.   

We look forward to his attempt at 

talking all things sport in Chinese 

Mandarin next year!   

Churros and Hot Chocolate were 

served to the children attending 

breakfast club and both were a   

welcome treat! 

Pupils also enjoyed a performance 

of  ‘Como diamantes al brillar’ by 

the Year 5 Spanish choir led by Miss 

Manning. This was a song which  

pupils had previously performed at 

the ‘Song for Europe’ event which 

took place at the Gala Theatre in 

Durham last June.  

Both Middle and Senior school pupils 

participated in an array of activities 

at break time and lunchtime, from a 

languages quiz to a ballet class. 

There is so much happening across the 

school, linked to Numeracy, to help our 

pupils to become more numerate and 

appreciate the importance of number in 

all aspects of everyday life.   

The theme for this term is: Problem 

Solving. 

The Numeracy Steering Group met for 

the second time in October to discuss 

competition ideas, revamping the  

Numeracy Policy, and how to reduce the 

school’s reliance on single use plastic as 

part of our whole school project. The 

pupils are giving their ideas via Chapter 

Time activities.  As a coastal school, any 

impact we can have on this topical issue 

will be brilliant and assist with  

maintaining our beautiful environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be competitions running up to 

Christmas and regular activities within 

the school day to allow pupils to apply 

their skills and solve numerical  

problems. 

We will have a regular slot in the school 

newsletter, so our wider community is 

aware of all we are doing and how they 

can help.  We are currently seeking  

volunteers to come and speak to our 

Sixth Formers for about 20 minutes 

about how they use numbers in their 

day to day work, particularly relevant to 

those pupils who are not taking  

Mathematics A Level and for those  

professions where it may not be obvious 

that numbers play a key role.  This is to 

broaden their life skills and help them 

realise that numerical skills will be  

essential throughout their lives.  

 If this is something you feel you could 

a s s i s t  w i t h ,  p l e a s e  e m a i l                   

abigail.henry@kps.woodard.co.uk. 

 

 

mailto:abigail.henry@kps.woodard.co.uk
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For 2018-2019 the First School  

supports a local charity:  

North of England Children's Cancer Research. 

 

There are a range of events and activities planned 

throughout the year to build upon the fantastic work of 

our pupils' chosen charities.  

It has been an exciting start to the  
Autumn Term in the First School. We 
have welcomed a number of new staff, 
some familiar and some not, into the 

team and I have been very impressed 
with the eagerness of our pupils to 
welcome them to Kings Priory School. 

They have embodied Friendship, one of 
our school values.  

Congratulations must also go to  
Provost this half term for winning the 

Chapter token competition. It was  
extremely close and all pupils  
have been working very hard to 
demonstrate the values we wish to 
embed across the whole of the school. 
I hope everyone enjoyed their  

non-uniform day reward.  

As this term seems to have flown over, 
I can’t quite believe we are at half 
term already. A number of fabulous 

trips, day excursions and visits have 
taken place in the last 6 weeks and we 
remain extremely grateful for those 

parents who support us in being able 
to deliver this as a school. In addition I 
would like to also publically thank 

those members of the community who 
support us in school on a daily basis, 
your input and help is always  
welcomed.  

The pupils in the First School have 
been working very hard this term in 
lessons and there has been some  

fantastic outcomes. Having had a  
number of visitors to school over the 
last few weeks I can proudly say the 
pupils have been able to demonstrate 

and explain their learning extremely 
eloquently.   

As a school this term we have had a 
renewed focus on Maths delivery 
across the primary years. Pupils should 
now be saying a slight shift in  

approach and hopefully this will further 
help them to explain, justify and  
give reasons for why they are doing 
something and not simply just be able 

to give an answer. This style of  
delivery will allow pupils to become 
true mathematicians and enjoy the 

challenges maths may bring.  

If you would like any further details on 

this please do not hesitate to contact 
school. 

This week we have had the  
pleasure of celebrating Harvest both in 

and outside of school. Year 1 and 2 did 
a wonderful rendition of ‘fluffy         
cauliflowers’ on Wednesday which had 

everyone starting the day with a smile. 
On Thursday we were very lucky to 
have our Year 3 and 4 Harvest  
Festival at Holy Saviour’s Church. The 

s i n g i n g  a n d  r e a d i n g  w a s  
fantastic and I hope all parents who 
attended thoroughly enjoyed the     
experience as much as the staff and 
pupils did. 

As we now reach another half term 

holiday I hope that everyone can take 
the well-earned rest they deserve,  
enjoy family time and make the most 
of the time away from school. 

Best wishes, 

Rebecca Watson  

FORGOTTEN ITEMS 
 
Please support us by ensuring that your child 
is fully equipped for their school day e.g. PE 
Kit, water bottles, swimming kit, packed 
lunch, musical instruments. This will help 
alleviate the interruptions to the class teacher 
but, more importantly reduce the  
interruptions to the children during their time 
of learning. 
 
If forgotten items are brought to school they 
should be clearly labelled with your child’s 
name and class name, and if possible we will 
deliver to the child. However, we cannot 
guarantee that it will be delivered to your 
child as the office is often only manned by 
one member of staff. 
 

FIRST SCHOOL OFFICE OPENING HOURS 

Would you please note that the First School 

office opening hours are as follows: 

Monday to Friday 

Open 8:15am 

Closed 4:30pm 

We have had several attempts in recent 

weeks whereby parents have tried to gain 

access to school after 4:30pm and sometimes 

as late as 5:15pm.  

Early morning intervention starts at 8:30am 

and pupils should arrive from 8:25am for 

these. 

COLLECTION FROM SCHOOL AND         

EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS 

It is important that, when collecting your 

child from school, you come onto the school 

grounds, and this includes children being 

dismissed at the school office from           

extra-curricular clubs.  

Safeguarding is paramount to us, and staff 

need to have a clear view as to who is      

collecting the children. It is difficult to clearly 

see a parent if they are half hidden behind 

the railings.  

 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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As part of a follow up to a 

story “Oliver's vegetables”, in 

their literacy lesson the 

pupils in Year 1 recently 

enjoyed a visit from real life 

Grandads: Grandpa Angus 

and Grandpa Leo.   

They brought in vegetables 

from their allotment to share 

with the three classes. 

The visitors taught the 

children all about how all of 

the different vegetables 

grow; under the ground, over 

the ground and even on 

trees.   

They left the children with 

lots of tasty treats to make 

vegetable soup with. 

However, when the children 

went to make their soup we 

discovered a cheeky rabbit 

had stolen our vegetables!   

He left his bunny paw prints 

and a note. Year 1 pupils 

were not giving up and set 

about getting their 

vegetables back..   

They decided to make their 

own ‘wanted’ posters and put 

them up all around school in 

order to try and find the 

bunny’s stash.   

Then the pupils decided to 

follow the paw prints outside 

and found all of their lovely 

vegetables in the garden.  

What a busy week they have 

had! 

A huge thank you to the 

Grandpas for teaching Year 

1 all about the fruit and 

vegetables that grow in their 

garden. Well done also to the 

pupils of Year 1 for getting 

them back in one piece  

from the bunny!  
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MATHS MAKES 
MARGARITA 

As part of our maths learning the 

pupils in Mrs Collier and Miss 

Bradford’s classes enjoyed a 

morning of learning at Pizza 

Express in Jesmond.   

They travelled by metro and were 

shown, by a very clever chef, 

how to measure and make their 

very own tasty pizza! The 

children also enjoyed using their 

senses to taste a variety of 

different toppings. They enjoyed 

the experience very much and all 

returned to school with their very 

tasty treat, a 10” margarita pizza 

made by them! 

Year 1 teachers would like pass 

their huge thanks to Pizza 

Express in West Jesmond for a 

fun filled morning.  We would 

also like to express our heartfelt 

gratitude to the many parents 

who assisted with the trip. 

Mr Winter’s class are looking 

forward to making their pizzas 

after half-term. 

YEAR 1 LOVE THEIR 
VEGETABLES! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 5th October Year 3 went on a 

trip to learn about the Stone Age. We 

went on the Metro at Tynemouth       

station. It was very crowded on the 

Metro so we all squeezed in.  

When we arrived at Segedunum we 

came into a large room almost the size 

of our KS1 hall but Year 3 were able to 

get in. Our first activity was looking at a 

time line about all the different times in 

the Stone Age and learnt how to weave 

wet sticks.  

Next we went outside to see a man 

called Roy dressed as a Stone Age man. 

He told us a weird story about a cat and 

an owl! We were taught how to dig with 

an antler, in the Stone Age. Then I was 

very impressed when he taught us how 

to build a den and make a fire. 

Finally we sat in a room where a lady 

called Beth told us what we were going 

to do next. It was very cool because we 

made pots out of clay.  

We used special sticks to put markings 

on the clay pots.  

 

When we were finished we all came 

back into the big hall we said thank you 

to the helpers and walked down the  

spiral stair case went out of the history 

tower down to reception.  

We were back in Tynemouth as quick as 

lightning!  

Thank you to all the staff at Segedunum 

and everyone who helped make our trip 

such a  fantastic day!  

Arthur (3CSP) 

 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/


MIDDLE SCHOOL 
UPDATE MRS WATSON 

NEXT STEP THE BRITISH          

SEQUENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

(FULL STORY SEE PAGE 6) 

On Wednesday 10 October we were delighted to welcome 
into our school the author Kiran Millwood Hargrave to  
celebrate the release or her new book The Way Past    
Winter. She shared with us how she became an author and 
what inspired the settings of her stories.  Throughout the 
afternoon, she answered our questions and many pupils 
bought a signed copy of her book. 

 

‘I enjoyed the way she was passionate about her books 
without giving too much away.’ Pagiella. 

‘I really enjoyed hearing about her background. Usually, 
we do not know this about the author.’ Verity. 

‘Her books are amazing and she was really friendly’ Eve 
and Laura. 

Written by Isabel Roderick and Evan McGregor  

Join in the conversation at        @KingsPriory        /KingsPriory           kingsprioryschool.co.uk  

This term the Middle School have been 
focusing on our values of Respect,  
Tolerance and Friendship. The pupils 
have been working during Chapter Time 

and the wider curriculum on the  
embodiment of these and exploring how 
we, as members of the Kings Priory 
Community, can use these values to 
ensure the Middle School remains a very 
safe and happy place.  

I can’t quite believe that the Year 5  

pupils and new Year 7 pupils have been 
on the Huntington Place site for half a 

term already, they have settled  
extremely well and seem very at home 
now. They should be commended in 
their approach to this change and  

how well they have embraced the  
opportunities on offer here.  

I hope that as a community you will 
have also seen an increase in the 
‘extras’ available to pupils in the Middle 
School. Last term Mr Robertson and  
I worked with staff to try and  

increase and widen the breadth of  

extra-curricular, trip and visit offers 
across Years 5-8 and hopefully pupils 
are enjoying this increase in ‘outside of 
the classroom’ learning. We would  

welcome any feedback on this from  
parents and pupils.  

Pupils have now hopefully settled into 
new class groups, classrooms and are 
getting to know their teachers very well. 
Having completed a large number of 
learning walks across the year groups 

and curriculum areas in the Middle 
School I can confidently say that pupils 

are being challenged and supported to 
achieve their potential across the school. 
Pupils are easily able to explain what 
and why they are doing things and not 

simply give an answer, this is a skill that 
will continue to benefit them up into the 
Senior School and life beyond Kings  
Priory School.  

As we ultimately have just begun a new 
school year and as always it is all about 
setting targets, it is worth noting that 

teachers are no different. I wanted to 

share with you my target for this year 
as I guarantee it will also be at the heart 
of every other member of staff’s            
intentions across the next twelve  

months. I would like to aim to ensure 
that we provide an excellent education 
to all pupils in our Middle School with 
care and love underpinning all decisions 
taken. In return I would like to ask for 
everyone’s support in what we do here 
at Kings Priory School. Inevitably there 

will be times that you need to contact 
school and I ask that you please trust 
the staff you deal with to also have the 

very best intentions and expectations for 
your son or daughter.  

Best wishes, 

Rebecca Watson  

 

http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
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Verity (Year won The Galaxy 
Classique Sequence Style Icon 
Award 2018 in Birmingham.  

Whilst very shocked, Verity was 

overjoyed to have done so well.  

It was an incredible honour with 
s o m e  s u p e r b  
c a n d i d a t e s . 
 
Verity then also went on to win 
the Under 12 4, Dance Combined 

event in Birmingham on rounding 
off a triumphant 3 weeks straight 
of 1st place wins across all her 

c a t e g o r i e s . 
  
We will keep you informed with her next challenge: the 

British Sequence Championships during half term.  

Evie (Year 7) was chosen with 9 other elite     

gymnasts from the City of Newcastle Gymnastics 
Academy to take part in a weekly training        

programme at the Sunlive international WAG 
training camp in Anadia, Portugal training for six 
hours a day.  

She said  “It has been hard work but very  
rewarding. I have been working on a double back 

somersault with the coaches and today I achieved 
it”.   
Apart from two three-hour training sessions the 

group have also attended a local basketball match 
meeting locals and extending their social skills. 

On Thursday 4 October 15 Middle School  

pupils and 2 staff visited the annual Bring it 

on Stem day at the Beacon of Light Centre in 

Sunderland.  

Alongside children from across the region our 

group were treated to a wide range of  

interactive science technological and  

Mathematical experiences in a range of zones 

including the Chemical, Automotive Digital, 

Big Bang, Civil and Subsea areas.  

Companies and a range of government  

agencies set out their stalls in a market place 

of hands-on delights and interactive  

experiences for pupils who were taught to 

weld, take part in a mini-movie, bridge and 

structure tasks, problem solving component 

construction, flooding simulation, and a host 

of engineering and stem related, thought  

provoking opportunities.  

This was all very well received by our pupils 

who were impressed by the well-organised 

and well laid out presentations and also       

inspired to perhaps one day think about 

 career opportunities in our modern, highly 

technological engineering environments, a 

place far removed from the oily rag and 

toolbox perceptions of old. 

“The trip to the Beacon of light was a very fun experience.  All parts/exhibitions 

were really informative and interesting. Each zone had many things to take part 

in and learn about. It gave many inspiring jobs ideas for us to acknowledge for 

the future. There were a lot of different activities and zones that had different 

types of things. The engineers presenting their companies all made it very     

intriguing and were very good at encouraging children to become engineers”. 

(Ishaal Year 7) 

As part of the national initiative 
for all children to learn CPR our 
Year 8 pupils took part in Restart 

A Heart Day 2018. During their 

session they learnt what to do in 
an emergency. They were shown 
how to check for breathing and 
how to do chest compressions. 
After 1 minute they realised CPR 
is very hard work!  

They were also shown the       
recovery position with our very 
own Mrs Close being a willing 

volunteer to model how it is 

done. The pupils were, as       
always, a credit to us as a 
school. The paramedic who      
delivered the session, Alex, said 
that it was an absolute please to 
teach children as enthusiastic as 

ours.  
    



SENIOR SCHOOL 

UPDATE MR NICHOLSON 
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The start of a new academic year 

always brings real excitement and 

hope. It is a time to look forward to 

exciting experiences both inside and 

outside the classroom. I would 

commend the way pupils have  

settled into the new routines of  

a pp r o a ch i ng  l e s s on s  w i t h  

determination and creating a  

calmness around school. In  

particular my congratulations to 

new pupils joining us last month for 

integrating into our community so 

seamlessly. 

At the end of last year we  

developed a set of core values that 

should run through the middle of 

our pupils, like the writing in a stick 

of rock. Our curriculum has been 

designed to allow pupils to show 

respect, tolerance and friendship in 

lessons and those qualities are  

impressed upon pupils in all that 

they do, wherever they are. There 

have been some great examples of 

that, including the superb behaviour 

from our Year 11s, as they  

attended the Skills NE careers 

event in Newcastle last month. I 

have also been into lots of different 

lessons (a real pleasure) this term 

and seen these qualities time and 

time again. In addition to these 

core values, we have worked on 

core skills for all pupils with  

presentation skills, reasoning and 

problem-solving the focus here. I 

saw a great example of that  

presenting and reasoning in a Year 

12 Politics lesson recently, as they 

debated the position of the House 

of Lords.  

For Year 13 the UCAS application 

process is underway with our  

students sending their applications 

to university last week. This trend 

will continue to gather pace after 

half-term as the 15 January 2019 

final deadline comes into focus. The 

vast majority will make their  

applications next month. Just as 

importantly, those students not 

making a university application are 

being supported to make the right 

choice for the next stage of their 

career, as the range of options 

avai lable to school leavers  

continues to grow year on year. 

Year 11 are also in a transitional 

stage of their education and they 

wil l begin their one-to-one  

interviews with North Tyneside  

Connexions team after half-term, 

following a year group assembly 

given by Connexions which  

explained many of the available 

routes to the pupils. This week was 

a busy one for Year 11s, as they 

had an exam preparation assembly 

on Tuesday helping them with the 

f o r t h c o m i n g  m o c k  e x a m s 

(beginning Monday 10 December) 

and of course the real GCSEs next 

summer. Of course, it is not all 

about exams in any year group and 

it is important to maintain a  

balance in time commitment to 

studies. Therefore it was great to 

see Year 11s out in Silver Duke of 

Edinburgh groups, taking part in 

the chapter music competition and 

congratulations to several Year 11 

pupils who have represented school 

hockey and rugby teams with  

distinction this term. After half-term 

we host our Sixth Form Open  

Evening on Wednesday 14  

November between 6-8pm with 

parents of Year 11 pupils very  

welcome to attend with their son or 

daughter.  

In Year 10 over half the year group 

enjoyed their Bronze Duke of  

Edinburgh practice expedition in the 

wilds of Northumberland, whilst the 

Bui lding My Ski l ls  careers  

programme run by the EshGroup is 

underway in school too. The Year 9s 

have begun their time in Senior 

School impressively too, settling to 

lessons and study with maturity. 

Some of them are the first to begin 

studying GCSEs in Food Preparation 

and Nutrition and Drama, which we 

introduced in September. These 

courses are up and running        

successfully now. 

All Senior School pupils had the  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a t t e n d  a  

presentation on Kooth, which offers 

free, safe and anonymous support 

for young people. We are very  

conscious of the world that our  

pupils live in and remain committed 

to helping them exist in that world 

happily and safely. The Kooth 

presentation was another example 

of that pastoral support that we will 

continue to offer. 

All parents and pupils in Senior 

School were also invited to the first 

of our inspirational and aspirational 

careers talk on Tuesday 16 October. 

These talks are being hosted by the 

school’s Enterprise Adviser, Tim 

Bailey of xsite architecture in     

Newcastle. Tim has worked with us 

since January and has been the 

driving force behind a successful 

Year 9 careers fair in July and now 

has helped bring together an       

impressive group of businesspeople 

to lift the lid on their career and 

help advise our pupils on how they 

might go about following in their 

footsteps. We are grateful for Tim’s 

support – it is such a worthwhile 

partnership. 

Finally, I’d like to commend the 

new Year 13 prefect team that has 

been in place from the start of 

term. They have made a great start 

to their stewardship and have  

plenty of ideas to continue to  

improve our school. It is going to 

be an exciting year for them all and 

I am sure they will leave their mark 

over the coming months.  

Mr Nicholson. 
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Considering  joining our Sixth Form for September 2019? 

Come and see us at our open event , enjoy refreshments and nibbles. 

WEDNESDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2018  

6PM -8PM 

Meet with staff, talk with pupils and visit our Sixth Form Centre 

Presentation 

at 6.15pm in 

the Kings Hall 

We celebrated   

our BEST EVER 

A Level results 

in 2018 

Everyone welcome. 

Come along and see what we can offer you. 

www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk  email : kpsadmissions@kps.woodard.co.uk or call us on 0191 258 5995 

KINGS PRIORY SCHOOL 
SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT 

We were thrilled to be nominated by the Music Hub in recognition of outstanding music education 

across all key stages. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL PUPILS SHINE IN ANNUAL 
CHAPTER MUSIC COMPETITION  

After many weeks of excitement and much          

preparation amongst Middle School pupils we were 

delighted to host our Annual Kings Priory School 

Chapter Music Competition this afternoon in the Kings 

Hall.  

 

There were two parts to the competition: the Whole 

Chapter Sing and soloists or small group items.  

 

Each Chapter sang and in some cases danced with 

gusto and enthusiasm.  

 

Once again the soloists were particularly impressive 

this year. Having been whittled down to just eight 

Middle School pupils from the nearly 100 who         

auditioned over the last four weeks.  

 

We were treated to singing, drums, recorder, piano 

and guitar performances from our talented young 

people.  

 

Mr Sanderson adjudicating commented, “The Chapter 

Music Competition was a splendid event and I was 

really impressed with the standard of musical talent 

from all of our pupils. Well done to everyone involved. 

You should be very proud.”  

 

After careful deliberation the winners were             

announced: 

 

Sara Playfair from Dunelm won the solo item with 

her powerful performance of ‘I am Telling You’.  

 

Provost won the whole Chapter Song with All Things 

Bright & Beautiful and ‘happy’.  

 

After adding the scores together including the points 

awarded through the audition rounds, the overall 

Chapter winners, by just one point was DUNELM.  

 

Really; however, the afternoon was a wonderful 

Chapter celebration and a joyous way to start the half 

term holiday.  

 

Huge congratulations to everyone who took part and 

many thanks to the staff for their enthusiasm and 

commitment. 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/


MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT 
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Date Event Who involved LOCATION TIMES 

  
9 - 11  

November 

  
Senior Choir Residential 

Weekend 

  
Senior Choir 

  
Alnham Fieldhouse 

  
4pm Friday 9 – 3pm 

Sunday 11  

November 

  
11 November 
  

  
Remembrance Day  

Service 

  
Senior Choir 

  
Alnham Parish 

Church 

  
12pm (please note  

different time to  

previous years) 

  
23 – 25  

November 

  
Choristers Residential 

Weekend 

  
Year 7 and 8  

Choristers Max 20 

pupils 

  
Alnham Fieldhouse 

  
4pm Friday 23 – 3pm 

Sunday 25  

November 

  
26 November 
  

  
Advent Service 

  
Choristers who  

attended the Resi-

dential weekend 

only 

  
Alnham Parish 

Church 

  
11.30am 

  
29 November 

  
First School Instrumental 

Concert 
  

  
First School Choir, 

Recorder ensemble 

& Instrumentalists 

  
KS1 Hall 

  
9.30am 

  
Date TBC 

  
PTA Christmas Fair 

  
First School Choir 
Choristers 

  
Chapter Building – 

Huntington Place 

Site 

  
10am start – specific 

times of choirs tbc 

  
2 December 

  
CLIC Sargent Carol  

Concert 

  
Years 6, 7 & 8 

Choristers 
All Senior Choir 

  
Newcastle City Hall 

  
10am rehearsal, 3pm 

concert 
  

  
6 December 

  
Tynemouth Rotary Club, 

Lighting of the Christmas 

Tree 

  
ALL Choristers 
First School Choir 

  
Victoria Green, 

Tynemouth 

  
6.45pm 

  
14 December 

  
Carol Singing at Mariner’s 

Point Residential Home 
  

  
12 Choristers (Year 

7 & 8) 

  
Marier’s Point, 

Tynemouth 

  
10 – 11am 

  
18 December 

  
School Carol Service 

  
ALL Choristers 
Senior Choir 

  
St George’s 

Church, Cullercoats 

  
7pm 

  
19 December 

  
Carol Service 

  
Senior Choir 

  
Alnham Parish 

Church 

 

6.30pm 

  
20 December 

  
KS1 and KS2 Carol  

Services 

  
First School 

  
Holy Saviour’s 

Tynemouth 
  

  
9.30am & 10.45am 

  
20 December 

  
MS and SS Carol Services 

  
ALL Choristers 
Senior Choir 

  
St George’s 

Church, Cullercoats 

  
1.20pm & 2.45pm 
  

MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT 

CHRISTMAS 2018 

http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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SPORTS 
DEPARTMENT 

It has been a great start to the year with so 

many pupils taking part in the extra-curricular 
sport available in the school. 

 
In rugby we have had teams taking part from 
Year 4 to Year 13. Highlights have been all the 

Year 7 and 8 boys taking part in fixtures against 
local schools at their level and really       enjoying 

the afternoons.  
 
Year 8 to Sixth Form teams have been             

participating in the County Cups and progressing  
onto the next rounds at their respective levels. 

Highlights have been the 1st XV game away to 
Austin Friars Carlisle where an open expansive 
game ensued with the 1st XV team  

winning. 
 

In hockey we have had a number of pupils      
playing their first games for the school and they 

are making great progress. The National School’s 
competitions have started and we are  
really pleased to mention that the 1st XI have 

progressed to the next round in Leeds to play in 
the North Region round.  

 

With the new football pitch at our fields on     

Preston Avenue we have been able to play more 
games with senior teams at home. This has 

meant on a Wednesday afternoon we have had 
1st team games in all sports taking place. The 
Years 6, 7, 8, and 9 have played their league 

games and cup games and are progressing well 
and are providing great performances with a 

great work ethic and teamwork. Our u14 girls 
team have entered the North Tyneside league 
and won their first two games. 

 
We have continued to enter the competitions run 

by North Tyneside this term and competed in the 
basketball, badminton and table tennis. Central 
venue leagues with a number of pupils and ages 

groups all enjoying participating in the different 
competitions. 

 
The recreational clubs have continued to be 

strong with surfing, multisport, climbing,        
trampoline, dodge ball and pupils taking part in 
the many lunchtime clubs available. 

Duke of Edinburgh’s 

Awards 

 

Bronze: Sixty six pupils took 

part in their practice expedition 

(6 and 7 October) after a  

training day on the 5 October. 

Despite battling unseasonably 

cold temperatures all pupils 

successfully completed their 

two-day expedition in good 

spirits. Supporting DofE staff 

mentioned that all pupils were 

a credit to the school and that 

this was the best group they 

had worked with. 

 

Silver: 5 students spent 3 

days and 2nights in constant 

rain and high winds. They all 

coped well with the challenge.  

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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SPORTS 
DEPARTMENT 

First XI Hockey 

A squad of Year 12 and 13 girls played against a wide-age ranging  

Former Pupils squad early in September. This was a great opportunity 

to get back into the fast pace of the game as well as playing together 

for the first time. It was lovely to see so many ‘older faces’ with  

Susan Hodgson (leaver 2006) and Amy Hedworth representing last 

year’s (2018) leavers. An end to end thriller with the current XI  

coming out as winners.   

With a great start this continued with a comfortable win against 

Dame Allan’s 2 - 0 and then some superb hockey in the National 

Schools Competition.  

Results: V Dame Allan’s won 2 - 0; V Bede won 3 - 0 in the semi-final, V NHSG won 2 - 1 and in the final 

lost narrowly to RGS 1 - 0. 

The squad will now represent our area in the next round at Leeds in November. 

Under 15 Hockey 

Only 1 match has been played so far resulting in a fine win 3  -  0 

against Longridge Towers. 

Under 12 Hockey 

As this is the start of hockey for many pupils, training games have 

taken place with 2 7-a-side teams playing against Dame Allan’s and 

2 different teams playing against Marden Bridge. A most valuable 

experience. 

Sports Leaders 

14 of our Year 13 students are taking the Higher Sports Leader course this year. They are 

currently helping out at the Percy Park Road site and run the Tuesday lunchtime dodgeball for 

the Middle School.  

In Year 12 there are 17 students involved with the Sports Leader level 2 course who are being 

trained to assist with the wide variety of activities that Kings Priory School offers. 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
http://www.woodardacademies.co.uk/
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SPORTS 
DEPARTMENT 

Kings Priory School has had its most successful 
year yet at the annual Northumberland Cross-

Country Championships held at Gateshead  

Stadium.  

The school already had a fantastic record at this 

competition over recent years but this year’s  

results eclipsed all expectations.  

Years 3 to 7 competed in 10 
gender specific races over the 
afternoon against over 50 

schools. The results were as fol-

lows: 

Year 3 Girls – 7th 

Year 3 Boys- 3rd  

Year 4 Girls- County Champions 

Year 4 Boys- Runners Up 

Year 5 Girls- County Champions 

Year 6 Boys- 3rd 

Year 6 Girls- County Champions 

Year 6 Boys- County Champions 

CELEBRATING OUR MOST SUCCESSFUL YEAR YET IN 
CROSS - COUNTRY COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS  

A special mention must go to the Year 7 

boys cohort who won this competition for the 

fourth year running. 

For the school to win five of the 10 races was 
an amazing return and Mr Youldon described 

himself as an ‘incredibly proud teacher’.  

A huge well done to the participants for their 

hard work, endeavour and resilience. 

In the first week back at 

school, after a full seven weeks 

of rest, the very successful  

athletes of Kings Priory School 

Years 6 and 7 were invited to 

the Great School Sprint.  

The 4 fastest girls and 4 fastest 

boys in the North East over 

100m qualified for an event the 

following day that took place at 

the Great North Games where 

Olympic winning athletes such 

as Greg Rutherford and  

Sir Mo Farah competed.  

Quite amazingly, 5 of the 8 

fastest children in the North 

East came from Kings Priory 

School with Darcy and Emily 

from Year 6 representing the 

girls and Luke (Year 6), 

Asfandyar and Dylan (Year 7) 

representing the boys.  

The races were broadcast live 

on BBC on Saturday. 

In the girls race, Emily was 

crowned the winner of the girls 

event with Darcy was third. The 

school produced the 1-2-3 in 

the boys race with Dylan first, 

Asfandyar second and Luke 

third. Emily and Dylan now 

head to Manchester in May to 

compete on a national front. 

Fantastic efforts!! 

http://www.twitter.com/KingsPriory
http://www.facebook.com/KingsPriory
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SCHOOL REOPENS TO PUPILS  

ON MONDAY 5 NOVEMBER 2018 

Café K on view! 

Feast your eyes on this selection of Café K Senior School food.  A quick 

snap shot of some of the great food on offer alongside the daily menu 

and other hot specials. Watch this space for more school food updates 

in this new regular slot in the newsletter.  

Salads and sandwiches are ready to ‘grab and go’ or we will happily 

make up to order. Wraps and panini’s can be freshly grilled too, all 

available for the whole lunch service. 


