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Reasons for wearing a face covering:  

The World Health Organisation published a statement on 21 August 2020 about children 

and face coverings. They now advise that “children aged 12 and over should wear a mask 

under the same conditions as adults, in particular when they cannot guarantee at least 

a 1-metre distance from others and there is widespread transmission in the area.”  

  

Schools and colleges will have the discretion to require face coverings in communal areas 

where social distancing cannot be safely managed, if they believe that it is right in their 

particular circumstances. Examples of where education leaders might decide to 

recommend the wearing of face coverings, for pupils and staff in communal areas of the 

education setting include:  

  

• “where the layout of the school or college estate makes it particularly difficult to 
maintain social distancing when staff and pupils are moving around the premises”  

  

• “where on top of hygiene measures and the system of controls recommended in 

the full opening guidance to schools and FE colleges and providers, permitting the 

use of face coverings for staff, pupils or other visitors would provide additional 

confidence to parents to support a full return of children to school or college”  

  

• Coronavirus (COVID-19) usually spreads by droplets from coughs, sneezes and 

speaking. These droplets can also be picked up from surfaces, if you touch a surface 

and then your face without washing your hands first. This is why social distancing, 

regular hand hygiene and covering coughs and sneezes is so important in controlling 

the spread of the virus.  

  

• The best available scientific evidence is that, when used correctly, wearing a face 

covering may reduce the spread of coronavirus droplets in certain circumstances, 

helping to protect others.  

  

• Because face coverings are mainly intended to protect others, not the wearer, from 

coronavirus (COVID-19) they are not a replacement for social distancing and 

regular hand washing.  

  

• On the basis of current evidence, in light of the mitigating measures education 

settings are taking, and the negative impact on communication, face coverings will 

not generally be necessary in the classroom even where social distancing is not 

possible.  

  

When to use a face covering in school:  

• It is the recommendation of the Government and the North Tyneside Director of 

Public Health that face coverings should be required in communal areas of the 

school for both pupils and staff in the Secondary phase.  This is for our Year 5s and 

above and will be a means of preventing the transmission of Coronavirus.  

  

• Pupils/Staff must use face coverings when entering and moving through 

Chapter/Oswins/Main Building and Reception/Tynemouth House and Sixth Form 

Buildings. You are expected to wear a face covering before entering any of these 

settings and must keep it on until you reach your class/destination unless there is 

a reasonable excuse for removing it.  
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• When leaving a classroom/designated area in these buildings the same rules apply 

until you are out of the building or at your next class/destination.  

  

How to wear a face covering:  

A face covering should:  

• cover your nose and mouth while allowing you to breathe comfortably.  

• fit comfortably but securely against the side of the face.  

• be secured to the head with ties or ear loops.  

• be made of a material that you find to be comfortable and breathable, such as 

cotton.  

• ideally include at least two layers of fabric (the World Health Organisation 

recommends three depending on the fabric used).  

• unless disposable, it should be able to be washed with other items of laundry 

according to fabric washing instructions and dried without causing the face covering 

to be damaged.  

• Where possible the reusable and washable face coverings are encouraged to 

prevent littering.   

  

When wearing a face covering you should:  

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand 

sanitiser before putting a face covering on.  

• avoid wearing on your neck or forehead.  

• avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with your mouth and nose, 

as it could be contaminated with the virus.  

• change the face covering if it becomes damp or if you’ve touched it.  

• avoid taking it off and putting it back on a lot in quick succession.  

  

When removing a face covering:  

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand 

sanitiser before removing.  

• only handle the straps, ties or clips.  

• do not give it to someone else to use.  

• if single-use, dispose of it carefully in a residual waste bin and do not recycle.  

• if reusable, wash it when you can in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the 

highest temperature appropriate for the fabric.  

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand 

sanitiser once removed.  

  

Maintaining and disposing of face coverings  

• Do not touch the front of the face covering, or the part of the face covering that 

has been in contact with your mouth and nose.  

• Once removed, store reusable face coverings in a sealable plastic bag until you have 

an opportunity to wash them. If the face covering is single use, dispose of it in a 

residual waste bin. Do not put them in a recycling bin.  

• Make sure you clean any surfaces the face covering has touched using normal 

household cleaning products. If eating in Café K, Café Six, King’s Hall or at your 

desk it is important that you do not place the face covering on the table.  
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• Wash your face covering regularly and follow the washing instructions for the fabric. 

You can use your normal detergent. You can wash and dry it with other laundry. 

You must throw away your face covering if it is damaged.  

• Face coverings are not needed in classrooms despite 1m distancing not being 

possible as this can have a negative impact on learning and teaching and so their 

use in the classroom should be avoided.  

• Sanitisers are at entrances/exits to building access where pupils will be putting face 

coverings on to go along corridors.    

• Classrooms have hand sanitisers for the transit groups that leave from one class to 

another: Year 9 and above.  

• Sanitisers are at exit points of school.   

• When masks are removed they will need to be stored in a sealed plastic bag.   

• Face coverings that have inappropriate logos/pictures, will not be allowed.  All face 

coverings will be reviewed on a daily basis  

• It is optional for Year 5 and 6 pupils to wear a face mask – all of the above protocols 

apply.   

• Percy Park site protocols remain. They have been communicated as a choice but 

pupils/staff would still need to follow the same “care of” procedures.   

• All pupils will be reminded of correct protocol for putting on, taking off and transport 

of face coverings at regular, appropriate intervals.   

• There will be Behaviour Policy sanctions for pupils who touch/take peoples 

coverings.  

• Single use face coverings can be disposed of into pedal tissue bins.  


