
  

RECOMMEDNED READS 

KS1: Pirate Stew by Neil Gaiman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS2: Jungle Drop by Abi Ephinstone 

KS3: The Enigma Game by Elizabeth Wein 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS4: Burn by Patrick Ness 

 

KS5: Dear Justyce by Nic Stone 

 

 

 

 

ADULT: Girl, Woman, other by Bernadine Evaristo 

Vernell LaQuan Banks and Justyce McAllister 
grew up a block apart in the Southwest 
Atlanta neighbourhood of Wynwood 
Heights. Years later, Justyce walks the 
illustrious halls of Yale University and Quan 
sits behind bars at the Fulton Regional Youth 
Detention Centre. Through a series of 
flashbacks and letters to Justyce, Quan's 
story takes form. What leads a bright kid 
down a road to a murder charge? Not even 
Quan is sure...  

 

KINGS PRIORY SCHOOL’S  

READING NEWSLETTER 
AUTUMN 2020 

Welcome to the first addition of our reading newsletter. You can find out what we are doing to promote reading 

across the school, along with recommendations from your book-loving teachers and pupils. 

READING AND WRITING DATES OF INTEREST:  

7th October - National Poetry Day 

November – Whole School Reading Fundraiser  

November – National Non-Fiction Month  

9th November - Lit & Phil Young Writers’ Awards (Year 8) 

23rd November - Year 9 Virtual Book Club – ‘Noughts and 

Crosses’ by Malorie Blackman. 

23rd November - Year 10 Virtual Book Club - ‘Elsewhere by 

Gabrielle Zevin 

1st December - Canterbury Tales Writing Competition (Senior 

School) 

 

 

This new episode in The Unmapped 
Chronicles series plunges readers 
head-first into heart-stopping 
adventure deep in a rain forest 
closely modelled on the Amazon, but 
thrillingly, magically different. 
Ariotous and witty fantasy adventure 
in which miserable, warring twins 
must find a way to work together if 
they are to save two worlds from 
being swallowed up by dark magic.  
 

Marvellously silly and gloriously 

entertaining, this tale of pirates, flying 

ships, donut feasts and some rather 

magical stew is perfect for all pirates, 

both young and old. With a deliciously 

rhyming text from master storyteller Neil 

Gaiman, and spellbinding illustrations by 

the supremely talented Chris Riddell.  

Teeming with drama and compelling code-
cracking action, this WWII thriller is driven 
by the lives of three young people 
determined to make their mark on the war 
effort, and by the life-affirming relationship 
between fifteen-year-old Louisa and the 
elderly woman she’s employed to look 
after.  A thrilling story of wartime secrets, 
international intrigue and wild courage 
from the award-winning author of Code 
Name Verity. 

Girl, Woman, Other follows 

the lives and struggles of 

twelve very different 

characters. Mostly women, 

black and British, they tell 

the stories of their families, 

friends and lovers, across 

the country and through 

the years. 

Joyfully polyphonic and 

Girl, Woman, Other follows the 
lives and struggles of twelve very 
different characters. Mostly 
women, black and British, they tell 
the stories of their families and 
friends across the country and 
through the years. 
Joyfully polyphonic and vibrantly 
contemporary, this is a gloriously 
new kind of history, a novel of our 
times: celebratory, ever-dynamic 
and utterly irresistible. 
 
 
 
 
 

Set in an alternate 1950s America 
where dragons double as 
farmhands and sinister conspiracies 
spread like wildfire, Burn is a story 
of friendship and bravery in a world 
on the brink of its own destruction. 
From the bestselling author of the 
Chaos Walking trilogy comes a 
heart-stopping story of fanaticism, 
hope, bravery and impossible 
second chances. 

READING FOR PLEASURE 
 
At Kings Priory School, we recognise that reading for pleasure has a 
positive impact on students’ educational achievement. Between the 
pages of a book, we can become immersed in the lives of fictional 
characters and learn about a culture entirely different from our own. 
We can also learn new words and phrases, experience a range of 
emotions, and acquire skills and knowledge.  
Take a look at the new reading section on our school website for 
suggested book lists, reading competitions, upcoming events and 
much more. 
 
https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/2030/reading-at-kps  

https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/2030/reading-at-kps


 

  

AN INTERVIEW WITH KATHRYN LUCARELLI IN YEAR 11.  

What’s your favourite book and why?  

‘Frankenstein’ by Mary Shelly. I love the way this gothic novel 

approaches society’s attitudes to outsiders and ultimately 

makes us question what it is to be human. Shelly’s dark and 

terrifying portrayal of the gifted scientist who succeeds in 

giving life to his own creation, is both gripping and 

fascinating.  

When and where do you most like to read?  

I usually read before I go to bed because its helps to switch 

off and unwind at the end of the day. I love nothing more 

than getting completely lost in a book. 

What are you currently reading?  

‘Sense and Sensibility’ by Jane Austin. It is largely a story 

about two contrasting sisters; Elinor and Marianne Dashwood 

who move with their widowed mother from the estate on 

which they grew up. I enjoy Austin’s distinct style of writing 

and I like the way it contrasts attitudes to women in the late 

18th century. 

 

READING CHAMPIONS 

Reading Champions—calling all KS3 book worms. The 

advert is out and we are looking for 8 Reading 

Champions to help promote Reading across school. If 

you think you have a love of reading which you want 

to share with other children, then this could be the 

role for you! Applications are available from your 

form tutor. Closing date 30th November.   

AN INTERVIEW WITH MR SWINTON  

What’s your favourite book and why?  

‘Good Omens’ by Terry Pratchett & Neil Gaiman.  I loved 

Terry Pratchett’s Discworld books when I was in my early 

teens and quickly exhausted most of the books in the series 

and, as much as I loved them, got a little bored of the 

repeated characters.  I eventually stumbled across ‘Good 

Omens’ which was written by Pratchett along with graphic 

novelist, Neil Gaiman, and found it had all the humour I 

loved from Discworld but with brand new characters!  It was 

made into a fantastic TV series recently by the BBC & 

Amazon which I’d strongly recommend (but read the book 

first!). 

When and where do you most like to read?  

I usually read at night but, particularly when I’m off school, I 

love reading through the day (particularly with some 

instrumental music on in the background). 

What are you currently reading?  

‘Educated’ by Tara Westover.  It’s a true account of a girl 

growing up in a devout Mormon household who lived ‘off-

grid’ in Idaho and had a deep distrust of the government 

and medical science. 

 



 

  

 

 

SPONSERED READING CHALLENGE  

During the month of November, we are running a Sponsored Reading Challenge to promote a life-long love of reading and to 
raise money to purchase books for our school libraries and classrooms. Sponsorship forms and more information about how 
to get involved can be found on the school website. 
 
Thank you for your support and happy reading!  

 

FIRST AND MIDDLE SCHOOL  

What we would like you to do:  
 
Between now and the end of November, we would like to 
encourage everyone in the First and Middle School to 
complete at least 10 of the following challenges. 
 
Read a book…  
 

 In the garden  

 To your pet  

 About your favourite subject  

 About your favourite animal  

 Which is funny  

 By a favourite author  

  By an author you don’t know  

 In the car  

 By yourself 

 To a relative over the phone  

 In the rain under an umbrella  

 Whilst eating a lolly  

 With a relative  

 Which makes you shocked  

 About a place you would like to visit 
 
Please return your form and sponsor money to your class 
teacher by Monday 30th November. 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL  
 
What we would like you to do: 
 
Choose several books, poems or magazines that you intend 
to read this month.  You can use the ‘KPS Top 100 Books List’ 
for inspiration. Once you have decided on your titles, please 
share your list with family and friends and record any 
sponsors on the form, which can be found on the school 
website. 
 
Donations and sponsorship forms need to be completed and 
handed back to your tutor by November 30th. 
 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL READING SURVEY 
 

o 75% of pupils in the First and 
Middle School read more than 
twice a week. 
 

o 80% of parents say that their 
child enjoys reading at home. 

 
o 73% of pupils in the Senior 

School read at least once a 
week. 

 
If you have any other ideas that would 
support either you or your child in their 
reading journey, please get in touch.   

 

 


