
Inspired by a true story, this is an extraordinary 
and powerful novel that shows how the bonds of 
love, family and friendship allow glimmers of 
hope to flourish, even in the most hopeless of 
times. 

 Three young friends - Leo, Elsa and Max - spend 
a perfect day together, unaware that around 
them Europe is descending into a growing 
darkness, and that events soon mean that they 
will be cruelly ripped apart from each other. 
With their lives taking them across Europe - will 
they ever find their way back to each other? Will 
they want to? 

In the summer of 1727, a group of men and 
boys are put ashore on a remote sea stac to 
harvest birds for food. No one returns to 
collect them. Why? Surely nothing but the 
end of the world can explain why they have 
been abandoned to endure storms, 
starvation and terror. How can they survive, 
housed in stone and imprisoned on every 
side by the ocean? Inspired by a true event, 
this is a breathtaking story of nine boys and 
the courage it takes to survive against the 
odds. 

 
A dazzling novel about all the choices that go 
into a life well lived, from the internationally 
bestselling author of Reasons to Stay Alive. 

Between life and death there is a library, and 
within that library, the shelves go on 
forever. Every book provides a chance to try 
another life you could have lived. To see 
how things would be if you had made other 
choices. Would you have done anything 
different if you had the chance to undo your 
regrets?  

 

If you enjoy mystery and excitement, then 
this book is for you! The fourth in the 
Cogheart series (but can be read as a 
standalone book) join Lily, Robert and 
mechanimal fox Malkin as they discover 
shadowy secrets lurking beneath the 
surface of New York city… a strange boy 
held captive, haunted by an undersea 
mystery; and a revengeful villain with a 
treacherous plan.  
 
Searching for clues, Robert and Lily are 
plunged into deep water… But can they 
reveal the deadly truth before the secrets 
submerge them? 

  

RECOMMENDED READS  

KS1: Out of Nowhere by Chris Naylor-Ballesteros 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS2: Shadow Sea by Peter Bunzl  

KS3: Where the World Ends by Geraldine McCaughrean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS4: When the World was Ours by Liz Kessler 

 

KS5: Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo  

 

  

 

 

 

ADULT: The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

KINGS PRIORY SCHOOL’S  

READING NEWSLETTER 
SPRING 2021 

Welcome to the spring edition of our reading newsletter. You can find out what we are doing to promote reading 

across the school, along with recommendations from your book-loving teachers and pupils. 

READING AND WRITING DATES OF INTEREST:  

29th January – Year 7 Virtual Book Club – ‘The Boy in the Striped 

Pyjamas’ 

29th January – Year 8 Virtual Book Club – ‘The Hunger Games’  

30th January – 6th February – National Story Telling Week 

8th February – Royal Shakespeare Company - Michael 

Morpurgo’s retelling of ‘The Winter’s Tale’ 

11th February – Michael Morpurgo Virtual Author Visit  

March – The Blue Peter Book Awards  

4th March – World Book Day  

22nd April – Dan Worsely Author Visit - EYFS – Year 6  

 

 

 

 
This charming and timeless tale of a beetle 
searching for a missing friend gently shows 
that true friendship endures through even 
the biggest of changes.  
Beetle and Caterpillar are best friends. Every 
day, they sit together on a big rock, sharing a 
picnic and looking out over the forest. But 
one day, Caterpillar goes missing and Beetle 
cannot find her. Beetle sets out on a long 
journey through the forest, but Caterpillar is 
nowhere to be seen. Beetle’s just about to 
give up when a friendly butterfly appears out 
of nowhere. Can it be Beetle’s friend? She 
may look different, but the love they feel for 
one another is the same as ever. 

Sparky, poignant novel-in-verse in which an 
unforgettable Latino teenager finds the 
freedom of learning to believe in the power of 
her own voice.  
Xiomara has always kept her words to herself. 
When it comes to standing her ground in her 
Harlem neighbourhood, she lets her fists and 
her fierceness do the talking. But X has secrets 
and the notebook full of poems that she keeps 
under her bed. And a slam poetry club that will 
pull those secrets into the spotlight. Because 
in spite of a world that might not want to hear 
her, Xiomara refuses to stay silent. 

SPONSORED READING CHALLENGE 
Thank you to all families who participated in our first 
Sponsored Reading Challenge. We are thrilled to 
announce that the total amount raised was £1495. The 
money raised will be spent on the following areas: 

• Exciting new releases for classroom libraries  

• Author Visits  

• Non-fiction topic books 

• E-book and magazine subscriptions  
 
 



 

  

WORLD BOOK DAY AT KINGS PRIORY SCHOOL  
 
This year at Kings Priory School, we have an exciting World Book Day line up planned for you. Every 
day throughout World Book Week, pupils from EYFS to Year 8 will have the opportunity to take part 
in virtual events including draw-a-longs, writing workshops and story-telling sessions with well-
known authors and illustrators.  
 
World Book Week Events 
Here is a selection of the workshops on offer: 

• Bournville Book Fest - Poetry Day with Michael Rosen and Benjamin Zephaniah, Adventure 
Stories with Katherine Rundell and Dragons and Magic with Cressida Cowell. 

• Scholastic Live World Book Day Event - Draw along with Liz Pichon, Fantasy World Building 
with Vashiti Hardy and How to Make Everyone Laugh with Helen Rutter. 

Share an Artefact 
Pupils in our First and Middle School will be encouraged to bring an artefact from their favourite 
book to their Google Meet on Thursday 4th March. Or, if they are feeling creative, they can dress up 
as their favourite book character.  
Share a Book Cover 
We would also like to invite pupils to recreate a book cover to display in their front window during 
World Book Week so that those out on their daily exercise will be able to spot the book. Don’t forget 
to send your teacher a photo of your window display. 
 
We hope you enjoy sharing stories and celebrating reading! 

AN INTERVIEW WITH MRS LEATHER   

What is your favourite book and why? 
 
To be honest it depends on my mood, but if I had to pick one it 
would be 'Until I find you' by John Irving. It is the story of the actor 
Jack Burns - his life, loves, celebrity and astonishing search for the 
truth about his parents. When he is four years old, Jack travels with 
his mother Alice, a tattoo artist, to several North Sea ports in search 
of his father, William Burns.  It is a story which crosses continents, 
and the characters are really well written and stay with you long 
after you have finished the book. 
 
When and where do you most like to read?  
 
Anywhere, but my favourite time is at breakfast when no one else is 
up so I have peace and quiet with a good cup of coffee. 
 
What are you currently reading?  
 
Hungry by Grace Dent, as a child of the 70's I can relate to her life 
growing up in the North - a great read with lots of laughs! 

 
 
 

AN INTERVIEW WITH MR BROWN  

What is your favourite book and why? 
Humble Pi by Matt Parker is my favourite in recent memory 
simply because it’s filled with extraordinary real events and 
mishaps due to simple oversights/ maths errors. 
  
When and where do you most like to read? 
Whenever I’m waiting for something or a journey. 
  
What are you currently reading? 
 Automate the Boring Stuff by Al Sweigart. It’s a practical 
guide around quality-of-life coding projects, essentially how 
to around building bots to do repetitive tasks.     
  
 
 

Your £1 book token can be swapped for 

one of these excusive, new and 

completely free World Book Day books 

from participating booksellers. Or it can 

be used to get £1 off any full price book 

or audiobook instead.  

 

Click here for your £1 book token: 

World Book Day Token Primary  

     World Book Day Token Secondary  

https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/booktoken_PrimaryUK.pdf
https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/booktoken_SecondaryUK.pdf


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

AFTERNOON READING 
 
Year 5 and 6 are thoroughly enjoying 

listening to their teacher read every 

afternoon at 3pm.  

 

5JLA – The Witches by Roald Dahl  

5DWI -The Amazing Story of Adolphus 

Tips by Michael Morpurgo  

5CRI- Kezuke’s Kingdom by Michael 

Morpurgo 

6CFE – Street Child by Bertie Doherty 

6SPI – Holes by Louis Sacher  

6KSM – Cogheart by Peter Buznl 

 

 

KINGS PRIORY SCHOOL JOURNAL  
 
Visit the KPS Journal to read about our 
interests, achievements and ventures. 
 
Each week, we upload brand new 
book reviews, opinion articles, 
creative pieces and much more, all 
written by the talented young writers 
at Kings Priory School. 
 
Kings Priory School Journal  
 

AN INTERVIEW WITH MRS BOWERMAN 

What is your favourite book and why? 
The Shipyard Girls Series by Nancy Revell. The books are 
about a group of ladies who all become friends when they 
end up working in the Shipyards in Sunderland.  The story 
depicts their lives and the troubles and issues they all 
faced.  The author uses real facts from history and 
accounts, but it written as a novel.  I cannot put them 
down once I start reading them.  I love that it relates to 
streets and pubs and areas in Sunderland that I are 
familiar to me. 
 
When and where do you most like to read?  
Usually read before I go to sleep or in the bath as its 
where I get peace and quiet from my kids. 
 
What are you currently reading?  
I'm about to read a book Mr Snow recommended called 
Black Box Thinking which is a sports psychology book by 
Matthew Syed. 

  
 
 

AN INTERVIEW WITH MR SNOW 

What is your favourite book and why? 
Bounce by Matthew Syed. It is a must read that uses many 
examples and scientific evidence to prove that that success is 
based on hard work and practice, rather than talent. I find this a 
very interesting and engaging book which I come back to time 
and time again. I also read lots of Michael Connelly, Lee Child 
and David Baldacci. 
 
When and where do you most like to read?  
My favourite place to read is on a sun lounger in the heat, but 
normally I read in bed. 
 
What are you currently reading?  
I'm currently reading Rebel Ideas: The Power of Diverse Thinking 
which encourages us to think differently about the world around 
is. It explains how to harness our unique perspectives, pool our 
collective intelligence and tackle the greatest challenges of our 
age. 

 
 

  

https://kingsprioryjournal.wordpress.com/


 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

TOP TIPS FROM MRS BOWERMAN 
 
Not sure what to read next? Struggling to find motivation to read at home? Why not try 
reading an autobiography by your favourite sports star. Here are a few of my favourites: 
 

• ‘Jessica: Unbelievable - From My Childhood Dreams to Winning Olympic Gold: 
The life story of Team GB's Olympic Golden Girl’ by Jessica Ennis 

• ‘Paula: My Story So Far’ by Paula Radcliffe 

• ‘On Fire: My Story of England's Summer to Remember’ by Ben Stokes 

• ‘Behind the Mask: My Autobiography’ by Tyson Fury 
  
Best Sports Books and Autobiographies 
 
 
 

A -LEVEL HODDER REVIEW MAGAZINES  
 
We are thrilled to announce that this term, we have access to a collection of 
exclusive Review Magazines for the following A-Level subjects: Psychology, 
History, Politics, Geography, Economics and Business.  
 
Each magazine contains topical articles, cutting edge research and brand-new 
case studies that will deepen your subject knowledge and develop your 
independent learning skills.  
 
If you would like access to the free magazines, please contact your subject 
teacher. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.panmacmillan.com/blogs/general/best-sports-books-sports-autobiographies


ONLINE READING 

Whilst schools, book shops and libraries are closed, we have to find ever more creative ways to access new reading material. 

Bookshops, libraries, authors and illustrators have been filling up the internet with live streaming story-readings, free audio 

books and other book events. Below are some links for websites to help keep us reading.  

Things to read online:  
A Newcastle Libraries membership gives you 24-hour access 
to hundreds of eBooks, eAudiobooks and digital magazines 
from the comfort of your home or on the move. 
 
The Book of Hopes Words and Pictures to Comfort, Inspire 
and Entertain Children in Lockdown. 
 
First News is a weekly newspaper aimed at 7 to 14-year-olds 
that aims to get kids talking about the news in an easy to 
understand and non-threatening way. During the period of 
school closures, the weekly editions of First News will be free 
to read online with a free subscription. 
 
Oxford Owl Free E-Book Library contains over 100 free 
eBooks. The eBooks have been developed for children aged 
3–11, to teach them to read using phonics. As well as much-
loved characters such as Biff, Chip and Kipper and Winnie the 
Witch, you’ll also find some great non-fiction eBooks to help 
your child explore their world. 
 
 
 
 

Enjoy these stories and books read to you: 

Amazon - Audible For as long as schools are closed, Amazon 
are open. Kids everywhere can instantly stream an incredible 
collection of stories, including titles across six different 
languages. 
 
Storyline Online The SAG-AFTRA Foundation’s award-winning 
children’s literacy website, Storyline Online, streams videos 
featuring celebrated actors reading children’s books 
alongside creatively produced illustrations.  
 
Goodnight Stories for Rebel Girls A fairy tale podcast for kids 
about extraordinary women from all over the world. Each 
episode explores the lives of women from the books, 
encouraging young listeners to ask questions and explore their 
interests. Each episode is narrated by real-life women who are 
pioneers, creators, champions, and leaders. 
 
The Bookwanderers Virtual Book Club Listen to a new author 
share extracts from their books, answer questions and 
suggest fun craft activities. 
 
BBC iPlayer - CBeebies Bedtime Stories Up to 30 different 
picture books read aloud by celebrities. More available on 
the CBeebies Storytime App. 
 
Books for Topics: Story Time Online BooksFor Topics have 
been busy finding some of the best online storytimes for 
children to access freely at home.  
 
Book Trust - Time for Storytime The Book Trust's Youtube 
channel. Have a listen to some of your favourite authors read 
you their books, while the pages come to life before your 
eyes. 
 
Michael Morpurgo’s Tales from Shakespeare The former 
Children’s Laureate relocates Shakespeare’s characters to 
contemporary settings to unlock the vivid drama at the heart 
of the tales. They are read and performed by actors, for 
young people aged six to 16. 

Book recommendations:  

Love Reading 4 Kids is the biggest and best recommendation site for children’s books. You can read opening extracts to try 
before you buy, you can search by age range or even select by genre if you know your child has a love of a particular subject 
or theme. They have also collated some of the best super-readable titles, which are dyslexia friendly. 
 
School Reading List is regularly updated with new and exciting titles from a wide range of genres to appeal to both confident 
and reluctant readers. 
 
Reading at KPS Visit the new reading section on our school website for suggested book lists, subject specific reading lists, 
reading competitions, upcoming events and much more.  
 
World Book Day Wondering what to pick up next? Keen to try a new author? Looking for a book to inspire a reluctant reader? 
Discover your next great read on the World Book Day website. 
 
 

 

https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/libraries-culture/using-newcastle-libraries-online/ebooks-eaudiobooks-and-digital
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/
https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/free-downloadable-issue/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=downloadable-issue
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/free-ebooks/
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.rebelgirls.com/pages/podcast
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzvIAD2YAWlPcGUUInuaEcOV0ymyAOjr2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-bedtime-stories
https://www.booksfortopics.com/storytime-online
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLE5MZB5pedUMQRHw2etfKDkufdGKDiPsU
https://www.rsc.org.uk/events/tales-for-winter/michael-morpurgos-tales-from-shakespeare
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/14/13-plus-readers.html
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/
https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/2030/reading-at-kps
https://www.worldbookday.com/reading-recommendations/

