
Inspired by a true story, this is an 
extraordinary and powerful novel that shows 
how the bonds of love, family and friendship 
allow glimmers of hope to flourish, even in 
the most hopeless of times. 

 Three young friends - Leo, Elsa and Max - 
spend a perfect day together, unaware that 
around them Europe is descending into a 
growing darkness, and that events soon 
mean that they will be cruelly ripped apart 
from each other. With their lives taking them 
across Europe - will they ever find their way 
back to each other? Will they want to? 

Hamnet is a novel inspired by the son of a 
famous playwright. It is a story of the bond 
between twins, and of a marriage pushed to 
the brink by grief. It is also the story of a 
kestrel and its mistress; flea that boards a 
ship in Alexandria; and a glovemaker's son 
who flouts convention in pursuit of the 
woman he loves.  
Above all, it is a tender and unforgettable 
reimagining of a boy whose life has been all 
but forgotten, but whose name was given to 
one of the most celebrated plays ever 
written. 

Hamnet is a novel inspired by the son of a s 

1933. When Ellie and her family lose 
everything, they flee to Echo Mountain. Ellie 
runs wild, exploring the mountain's 
mysteries. But the one she can't solve is 
who's leaving the gifts for her: tiny wooden 
carvings of animals and flowers, dotted 
around the mountain for her to find. Then 
Ellie's father has a terrible accident. When 
she sets out to find a cure for him, she 
discovers Cate, the outcast witch, and Larkin, 
a wild mountain boy. From them she learns 
about being a healer, being brave - and how 
there can be more to a person than first 
meets the eye. 

Camino and Yahaira see their lives collide 
when their families and cultures are 
unexpectedly brought together in this 
thought-provoking novel.  Grief and family 
revelations are explored through dual 
narrative verse that questions how well we 
really know those closest to us.  
 
This is a powerful, heart-breaking and 
compelling novel.  The believable characters 
develop and mature as the story unfolds in 
this tale of family and unconditional love.  An 
outstanding reading experience.  
 

  

RECOMMENDED READS  

KS1: Weirdo by Zadie Smith and Nick Laird  

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS2: When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle  

 

KS3: Echo Mountain by Lauren Wolk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS4: When the World was Ours by Liz Kessler 

 

KS5: Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo  

 

  

 

 

 

ADULT: Hamet by Maggie O’Farrell 

KINGS PRIORY SCHOOL’S  

READING NEWSLETTER 
SUMMER 2021 

Welcome to the summer edition of our reading newsletter. You can find out what we are doing to promote reading 

across the school, along with recommendations from your book-loving teachers and pupils. 

READING AND WRITING DATES OF INTEREST 

16th June - The winners of the CILIP Carnegie and the Kate Greenaway Medals 

announced. Click here to stream the ceremony. 

10th July – Launch of Wild World Heroes Summer Reading Challenge.  

July – LoveReading4Kids Poetry Prize This year’s theme is ‘Choice’ - deadline 

31st July  

July – The Diverse Book Awards longlist announced  

July and August – KPS Summer Reading Challenge and the Summer Reading 

Adventure Map  

8th September – International Literacy Day  

13th September – Roald Dahl Day  

4th October – Libraries Week  

7th October – National Poetry Day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER READING SURVEY 
To take part in our final reading survey, please click on the 
appropriate link below.  

• Year 7 and 8 pupils: http://tiny.cc/mmz2uz  

• Year 9 and 10 pupils: http://tiny.cc/jmz2uz  

• Parents of First and Middle School pupils: 
http://tiny.cc/ymz2uz  

Pupils from Reception to Year 6 will have the opportunity 
to complete this with their class teacher. 
Thank you for your valuable feedback. 

Inspired by a true story. It's 1940, and 
Joseph has been packed off to stay 

with Mrs F, a gruff woman with no great 

fondness for children. To Joseph's 

amazement, she owns the rundown 

city zoo where Joseph meets Adonis, a 
huge silverback gorilla. Adonis is 

ferociously strong and dangerous, but 

Joseph finds he has an affinity with the 

lonely beast. But when the bombs 

begin to fall, it is up to Joseph to guard 
Adonis's cage should it be damaged by 

a blast. Will Joseph be ready to pull the 

trigger if it comes to it?  

Meet Maud: a guinea pig who inexplicably 
wears a judo suit - and not everyone 
understands or approves. When Maud is 
thrown into a new and confusing situation, 
it takes brave decisions and serendipitous 
encounters for her to find her place and 
embrace her individuality. 
 
Weirdo is an endearing story about the 
quiet power of being different by two 
veteran writers, and introduces an exciting 
debut illustrator. Together they have 
created a picture book that adults and 
children alike will treasure. 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/take-part/stream/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/wild-world-heroes-intro
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/poetry-prize
https://www.thediversebookawards.co.uk/
https://ourfp.org/supporting-rah/summer-reading-adventure/
https://ourfp.org/supporting-rah/summer-reading-adventure/
http://tiny.cc/mmz2uz
http://tiny.cc/jmz2uz
http://tiny.cc/ymz2uz


 AN INTERVIEW WITH MR FLOOD – ENGLISH TEACHER  

What is your favourite book and why? 
 
For this, I would say Beloved by Toni Morrision. It is an 
incredible examination of mother-daughter relationships 
and the devastating results of slavery and racism in the 
American south. Beautifully written and entertaining, lots 
to gain from reading this one. 
 
When and where do you most like to read?  
 
One of my favourite places to read is at the park in the 
sunshine or at a coffee shop on a rainy day. 
 
What are you currently reading?  
 
The Lathe of Heaven by Ursula K. LeGuin. 
 
 

AN INTERVIEW WITH MR ROBERTSON – ASSISTANT 

PRINCIPLE 

What is your favourite book and why? 
 
The Bible as it gives me direction and understanding. 
 
When and where do you most like to read?  
 
Summer holidays mostly as I like being able to finish a good 
book, sometimes I start one and never get around to 
finishing it. 
 
What are you currently reading?  
 
Bear Grylls Survival adventures. My  
son Max loves these and we read the  
chapters to one another. 
 
 
 
 

WORLD BOOK DAY AT KINGS PRIORY SCHOOL 
 
Thank you to Kings Priory PTA for funding two exciting World Book Day performances.  
 
WOLF ON TRIAL PERFORMANCE KS2 
During World Book Week, KS2 thoroughly enjoyed a virtual “Wolf on Trial Performance” by BigFoot 
Arts Education - everybody thinks they know the story of the 3 Little Pigs but has anyone ever 
stopped to hear what the Wolf has to say for himself? Is he really as big and BAD as they say or is 
that all just porky pies?  We were invited for jury service for the trial of Alexander T Wolf.  We met 
Judge Chief as she unpicked the evidence with some help from the pigs themselves, the police and 
CCTV footage.   We heard the evidence straight from the horse’s…well the Wolf’s, mouth, and were 
left to decide - was he guilty or innocent?  All of the classes had a great time unpicking the evidence 
during this hour-long interactive performance.  We were even able to email the wolf with some 
further questions about his behaviour and were very excited when we received a reply (with the 
wolf telling a few more fibs unfortunately!) 
 
MADAM DRAGONS TRAINING SCHOOL PERFORMANCE KS1 
As part of World Book Day Big Foot Virtual Literacy performances created videos for the children to 
watch with some activities for them to complete.  Year 2 enjoyed watching 'Madam Dragon's 
Training School'.  They watched the video carefully, listening to the instructions about Dragon 
School.  They completed a series of activities which included: 

• Drawing a dragon 

• Performing a Dragon School song 

• A roaring class  

• A making scary faces class 

• Creating a story map of how to save a princess 

• Creating actions to show which special skills they have 

The response on Seesaw was great and everyone had fun! 

 
 
 
 
 

CELEBRATING READING IN KS2 

Congratulations to the following pupils in 
KS2 who have completed their reading 
journal three times a week this term. We 
hope they enjoy reading their book prize!   

• Isaac 5JLA 

• Demirhan 6CFE 

• William 6SPI 

• Oliver 5JLA 



  

SUBJECT READING LISTS   

If you would like to read books related to school 

subjects, each Department has nominated 

several fiction and non-fiction titles that may be 

of interest. To discover more, please click the 

link below and select ‘subject reading lists’ from 

the drop-down menu.  

https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/2030/reading-
at-kps  
 
 

KINGS PRIORY SCHOOL JOURNAL  
 
Visit the KPS Journal to read about our 
interests, achievements and ventures. 
 
Each week, we upload brand new book 
reviews, opinion articles, creative pieces and 
much more, all written by the talented young 
writers at Kings Priory School. 
 
Kings Priory School Journal  
 

WELCOME TO OUR BRAND NEW FIRST SCHOOL LIBRARY 

The First School have been enjoying the opportunity to spend some 

time in our new library this term. They enjoyed listening to stories in 

there and choosing some books to look at. 

 

 

https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/2030/reading-at-kps
https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/2030/reading-at-kps
https://kingsprioryjournal.wordpress.com/


   

AUTHOR VISIT  
 

Thank you so much to Kings Priory PTA for funding 
an exciting virtual visit from Dan Worsley – an 
author and story teller – on Thursday 22nd  April.  All 
pupils from Reception to Year 6 had an inspiring 
session where they listened to some of Dan’s funny 
stories and were given the opportunity to ask 
questions about what it is like being an author and 
how to become one.  Dan even shared his 
recommended reads for each year group which will 
inspire us to get reading even more! 
 
“It was the best author session ever – I laughed a lot 
at his stories!”  Niamh (Year 5 pupil) 

 

USEFUL ONLINE RESOURCES 

• Newcastle Libraries App give you 

access to hundreds of e-books and 

audio books which you can download 

for free. Titles are updated regularly 

and you can borrow several books at 

a time.  

• Love Reading 4 Kids is the biggest 

and best recommendation site for 

children’s books. You can read 

opening extracts to try before you 

buy, you can search by age range or 

even select by genre if you know 

your child has a love of a particular 

subject or theme. They have also 

collated some of the best super-

readable titles, which are dyslexia 

friendly. 

• World Book Day Parent Finder and 

Reading Lists Wondering what to pick 

up next? Keen to try a new author? 

Looking for a book to inspire a 

reluctant reader? Discover your next 

great read on the World Book Day 

website.  

• Reading at KPS Visit the new reading 

section on our school website for 

suggested book lists, subject specific 

reading lists, reading competitions, 

upcoming events and much more.  

 
THE IMPORTANCE OF READING IN SHAPING SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE – YEAR 12 POLITICS 

 

As year 12 politics students, reading has been a vital resource in shaping our political knowledge. 

Recently, we were set the task of picking and reading a book which would help further our 

understanding of politics.  

Although at first the task of reading on top of our other studies seemed tiresome, the act of 

reading actually became an escapism and helped shape our interests in politics beyond the 

classroom. Reading is a great way to expand your vocabulary and has health benefits such as 

reducing stress. Rather than passively watching TV, reading is active, engages your mind, and can 

often help consolidate your knowledge on a subject area.  

After being given the task of picking a politics book we picked ‘Inside Story: Politics, Intrigue and 

Treachery from Thatcher to Brexit’, by Philip Webster, and ‘Them and Us’, by Will Hutton. ‘Inside 

Story’ offered an insight into the life of a political journalist, featuring amusing anecdotes such as 

Webster sitting on a plane with his life resting in the hands of former Prime Minister, Margaret 

Thatcher. Whereas, Hutton's book offered a poignant insight into class divide perpetuated by an 

economic recession.  

We thoroughly encourage students to read in order to pursue interests beyond the school 

curriculum, even if it is just a few hours a week, reading is an incredible resource which has the 

ability to change how we perceive the world around us.  

Ella and Anji (Y12 Politics) 

 

https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/libraries-culture/using-newcastle-libraries-online/ebooks-eaudiobooks-and-digital
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/14/13-plus-readers.html
https://www.worldbookday.com/ideas/parents/
https://www.worldbookday.com/reading-recommendations/
https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/2030/reading-at-kps


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

PARENT READING WORKSHOPS 
 
Thank you for attending our Virtual Reading Workshops that we ran in April. We hope you found the sessions beneficial and 

took away some strategies to support you child with their reading journey. If you were able to attend a session, or have 

watched a recording using the links below, we would be grateful if you could complete this short survey: 

https://tinyurl.com/zf3rxm35  

Please find the links to the presentations below:   

Phase  Link to audio of presentation 

EYFS https://youtu.be/YCFDfbmw3TE  

Year 1 and 2 https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/2030/reading-at-kps  

Year 3 and 4 https://youtu.be/Z7NBnaBc7as  

Year 5 and 6  https://youtu.be/hD8P7sGrzX4  

Year 7 and 8  https://youtu.be/KCpFnKQEz2o  

Reluctant Readers: EYFS and Year 1 https://youtu.be/MVV-jCNOyTU  

Reluctant Readers: KS2 and KS3 https://youtu.be/HO-q5RsuOFE  

The PowerPoint Presentations, with links included, can also be viewed on our school website: 

https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/2030/reading-at-kps 
 
 
 
  KPS SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 

 
This summer, why not take part in our superb Summer Reading Challenge?  
 
As you complete each task, record the title of the book so you can share this with 
your class teacher or form tutor in September. Prizes will be awarded for those who 
complete all the challenges.  
 
See below for more information.  

 

https://tinyurl.com/zf3rxm35
https://youtu.be/YCFDfbmw3TE
https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/2030/reading-at-kps
https://youtu.be/Z7NBnaBc7as
https://youtu.be/hD8P7sGrzX4
https://youtu.be/KCpFnKQEz2o
https://youtu.be/MVV-jCNOyTU
https://youtu.be/HO-q5RsuOFE
https://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk/2030/reading-at-kps


  

 

 

 

 

As you complete each task, record the title and date for the book you read. Which column, 

row or diagonal will you finish first? Can you fill the entire card? In September, prizes 

will be awarded for those who complete all the challenges! Happy reading! 

Name____________________________________________  

Class_____________________________________________ 

A book recommended 

by a friend 

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

A book set in another 

country 

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

A non-fiction book 

 

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

A book that makes you 

laugh 

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

Listen to an audio 

story  

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

Read in bed 

 

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

Read a book by your 

favourite author 

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

Draw a picture of your 

all-time favourite book 

character  

Book title:  

Date completed: 

Draw a picture about 

what you read today 

 

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

Read a book published 

this year 

 

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

Swap a book with a 

friend 

 

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

Read a book with an 

animal on the cover 

 

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

Record an audio of you 

reading a story  

 

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

Read a book outside 

 

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

Read a magazine about 

a topic of interest  

 

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

Read aloud to someone 

else 

 

 

Book title:  

Date completed: 

First and Middle School Reading 

Challenge 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 A memoir 

 A romance novel  

 A new book  

 An award-winning novel  

 A crime novel  

 A book with a movie 

 A book by a female author 

 The first in a series 

 A recommendation  

 A book based on a true story  

 A book set in another country  

 A book with short stories/poetry 

 A bestseller  

 A funny book 

 

Name____________________________________________  

Class_____________________________________________  

 

 

This summer, see how 

many books from the list 

you can read. Keep a record 

of the book titles so you can 

share this with your form 

tutor when we return in 

September. Happy reading!  

 

Senior School Reading Challenge 


