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Welcome to Kings Priory School 

 

Dear Prospective Kings Priory Family, 

Every visitor to Kings Priory School tells me that the 

first thing they notice as you step onto either site is 

the warmth, energy and positivity of both staff and 

pupils, whether they are 4 or 18 years old. That is 

because we try our very best to foster relationships 

marked by kindness, tolerance and respect. With 

these values underlying what we do together, pupils 

are encouraged and empowered to be ambitious and 

creative, exploring their learning in real depth and 

pushing themselves to unlock their full potential to 

excel in a wide variety of pursuits. 

The result of a merger between a thriving 

independent school and an outstanding community 

primary school, Kings Priory School is an inclusive, 

non-fee paying academy with excellent teachers, a 

family environment, motivated pupils and a 

commitment to educating the whole child, both in and 

outside of the classroom. 

The School operates across neighbouring sites in the 

centre of the attractive coastal village of Tynemouth 

with short commuting links into Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The school is close to the ancient Priory, the mouth of 

the River Tyne and the beach. This historical and 

picturesque setting provides a stimulating learning 

opportunity for all of our pupils. 

We do not just teach subjects, we nurture the whole 

individual – mind, body and spirit. Classroom learning 

is marked by as much attention to how you learn as 

what you learn, recognising that for pupils to enter 

the next stage of their lives, they need to learn habits 

of mind that sustain their curiosity, build their skills in 

reasoning, problem solving and presentation. As well 

as holding onto the strengths of a curriculum that 

draws out the best possible standards across a wide 

range of traditional subjects, we also hope to embrace 

the modern world as it is now. 

As a result of the above, Kings Priory School is the top 

performing school in North Tyneside at Key Stage 4; 

pupils achieve exceptional outcomes which are well 

above national averages. In 2018, 2019 and 2020 

98%, 93% and 97% of pupils achieved a 4+ in 

English and 93%, 97% and 95% achieved a 4+ in 

Mathematics, respectively. We are also very proud of 

the outcomes students achieve in the Sixth Form, 

where, in 2018 - 20, the average grade was a B and 

many students went to read their chosen subjects at 

Russell Group universities. Kings Priory School was 

also named best Secondary School in the North East 

2020. 

Kings Priory School is part of Woodard Academies 

Trust multi-academy sponsor whose aim is to be a 

provider of world class education, transforming lives 

within and across communities. Our Christian faith 

helps to make our school a thoughtful community and 

we are welcoming, positive and open to students and 

staff of all faiths and none. 

Our school day and curriculum is unique with a 

comprehensive co-curricular programme followed by a 

very large number of pupils. We offer a wide range of 

activities from musical opportunities, to a 

comprehensive sport and Duke of Edinburgh’s award 

programme. 

Pupils at Kings Priory School are well-mannered and 

articulate young people who work hard and achieve 

highly. 

I hope you enjoy looking through our 

brochure. We would be delighted to 

meet you and welcome you to our 

school. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Philip Sanderson  
Principal 
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Thank you for considering Kings Priory School 
as the school of choice for your son or daughter. 
Kings Priory School is a popular and growing  
all-through Academy and we are delighted that 
it has become such a popular choice for 
parents. 

We currently offer 90 places in Reception and 
last year the majority of applicants, who named 
Kings Priory School as their first choice, were 
offered a place. 

Admissions to Reception at Kings Priory School 
are organised by the Local Authority. Residents 

in North Tyneside will be given the opportunity 
to express a choice of school in the Autumn 
Term, either through the online portal or a 
paper application form. 

Residents outside of North Tyneside should 
contact their own Local Authority School 
Admissions Team. 

For more information about admissions please 
contact our Admissions Officer by telephone on 
(0191)258-5995 or email:      

KPSadmissions@kps.woodard.co.uk 
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Mrs Rebecca Watson  
Vice Principal - Head of First and 
Middle School 

Mrs Watson has overall 
responsibility for the First School.   

She also has a whole school 
responsibility for Behaviour, Welfare 
and Safeguarding. 

“ 

Who’s who in the First School 
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“ 
      … the First  

School is a friendly  
and happy place. 

Mr Paul Robertson 
Assistant Principal - First School 

In Mrs Watson’s absence Mr  
Robertson will hold responsibility 
for the First School. He has a 
whole school responsibility for 
Teaching and Learning. 

Mr Ian Staerck 

EYFS Phase Leader —
responsible for Reception 

Respect, Tolerance and Friendship 

Mrs Sharon Collier 

KS1 Phase Leader —
responsible for Year 1 and 2 

Mr Andrew Ingram 

KS2 Phase Leader —
responsible for Year 3 and 4 



 

 

Welcome to Reception 
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Mr Ian Staerck 

EYFS Phase Leader and class teacher 

Mr Staerck holds a key responsibility in the First School as the EYFS Phase Leader,  

supporting the team of teachers and Learning Support Assistants to ensure that all  

Reception pupils feel safe and secure. He has a curriculum responsibility for English 

and his specialism is Reading. Storytime is his favourite part of the day. 

Miss Amy Telford 

Class teacher 

Miss Telford has a curriculum responsibility for Maths Mastery in EYFS, developing  

children’s mathematical knowledge and understanding through concrete methods.  

She also loves bringing learning to life by dressing up in wonderful costumes. 

Ms Hall 

Class teacher 

Ms Hall has a curriculum responsibility for Talk4Writing (an approach to developing 

Reading and Writing) and the Forest School. She loves to develop children’s early 

writing skills using Phonics and drama techniques. 

Our team of Learning Support Assistants 

Mrs Jo Lloyd, Mrs Anne New, Mrs Helyn Fox, Miss Georgia Smith, Mrs Tracey Scott and  
Mrs Tracey French. They support the children with their learning, indoors and outdoors, across 
the EYFS Curriculum. 

Respect, Tolerance and Friendship 
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‘We Love to Learn’ 

On entry to Reception your child will begin following an Early Years 

Curriculum called the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory 

Framework. This curriculum prepares them for the National  

Curriculum which they will follow when they start Year 1. The EYFS 

Curriculum is spread across seven Areas of Learning:  

Communication and Language, Physical Development (Moving and 

Handling), Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Literacy, 

Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and  

Design. Everything the children do in school is linked to these areas 

and we track their progress towards the Early Learning Goals using 

a series of age-related expectations called Development Matters. 

To encourage child-initiated 

learning, we love to follow the 

children’s own interests. 

Whether our topic is the Arctic, 

Pirates, Dinosaurs, Superheroes 

or of course the children them-

selves, we want them to devel-

op a love of learning 
through discovery, investigation 

and imagination. 

The children are active as soon 

as they walk through the door. 

They have a task waiting for them 

that helps to develop their fine 

motor skills. We call this their 

Busy Fingers time where they 

could be writing, drawing, cutting 

and sticking, sorting objects and 

building models. 
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‘We Love to Play’ 

Forest School and outdoor play/learning 

In Forest School children have opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and 
self-esteem through hands-on and memorable learning experiences in our outdoor 
natural environment. We go out whatever the weather, clothed in waterproofs when 
necessary! 
 
Our children have plenty of opportunities to continue their play-based learning outside 
of the classroom. Our outdoor area allows them to practice their gross motor skills 
with activities that promote physical development. Outdoor learning is an extension of 
what happens inside the classroom, so we have areas that develop Literacy and  
Numeracy skills. 

Rainbow Challenges 

Throughout the week the children are encouraged to try the Rainbow Challenges;  
topic-related activities which earn them coloured lolly sticks that can be placed in their 
individual cups. The children collect them by having a go and maybe trying something 
new. 



 

  Page 7 
Respect, Tolerance & Friendship 

….97% of pupils 
achieving a 4+ in English 

95% of pupils 
achieving a 4+ in Maths... 

“ 
“ 

Kings Priory School was recently named as the best state school in the region  
in this years’ Real Schools Guide. We are extremely proud of this recognition and it is an amazing 

achievement for our pupils and staff. 
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‘We Support All to Learn’ 

Mr Roberts is the School Additional Needs and Inclusion Manager and he 
is supported in the First School by Mrs Davis, our Assistant to the SENDCo 
and a team of dedicated Learning Support staff.  

Mr Chris Roberts 

Additional Needs 
and  

Inclusion Manager 

For further details you can contact the team directly by emailing the  
Additional Needs email address:   

kpsSEN@kps.woodard.co.uk 

Respect, Tolerance & Friendship 

‘We are a Community’ 

“ 
“ 

We aim to nurture individual talent, to  

inspire pupils to work hard and respect others as 

they prepare to lead a full and successful life 

School Council 

We value the opinions of all members of our community,  
therefore, in line with this, we actively encourage the pupils in all 
year groups to become involved in our year group and school 
councils. These groups meet regularly and are a conduit for the 
voice of the pupil at Kings Priory School. 

Kings Priory School PTA 

The KPSPTA makes a significant contribution  
to the life and work of the school. If you  
would like to find out more you can contact  
the Chair of the PTA via this email:  

kingsprioryschoolpta@gmail.com 
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We believe that all pupils should be properly and neatly dressed. School is a preparation for 

life and therefore at Kings Priory School, pupils are expected to take pride in themselves. Our 

school supplier is Emblematic. 

Respect, Tolerance & Friendship 

Reception to Year 4 (day wear) 
Boys Girls 

Trousers: Mid-grey, tailored 

(Shorts permitted Summer Term) 

White formal shirt with collar and buttons, 
long or short sleeved 

Navy blue V-necked pullover with gold stripe 
and badge 

Tie: Kings Priory School generic; elastic option 
available up to Year 2 
 

Shoes should be black in colour, plain and 
suitable for daily wear in school. Trainers, 
canvas shoes are not suitable. 

A plain navy or black coat / overcoat /  
raincoat / anorak, with suitable reflective 
markings. Kings Priory School badged coat 
available from School supplier. 
  
Black / dark grey socks 

Skirt: Mid-grey, stitch down pleat 

(Navy blue gingham dress permitted in Summer 
and first half of Autumn term) 

Trousers: Mid-grey, tailored 

White revere necked blouse, long or short sleeved 

Navy blue V-necked pullover with gold stripe and 
badge 

OR 

Navy blue cardigan with gold stripe and badge 

Shoes should be black in colour, plain and suitable 
for daily wear in school. Trainers, canvas shoes, 
clogs, sling-backs, platform or raised-heel shoes are 
not suitable. 
  
A plain dark coat / overcoat / raincoat / anorak, 
with suitable reflective markings. Kings Priory 
School badged coat available from School supplier. 

Plain black or navy blue tights, or 

Black or dark grey socks, with trousers only 

White/navy knee length socks with skirts or dresses 

(White ankle or knee length socks with skirts/
dresses permitted in Summer Term and first half of 
Autumn term only) 

PE Uniform  

PE Shorts/Skort 
Reversible PE top (Chapter specific colour) 

  
Kings Priory School Hooded Jumper 

Tracksuit bottoms - Navy plain tracksuit bottoms 
(Kings Priory School branded available) 

  
Dark Sports bag (no large logo) AND/OR Kings Priory School 

blue draw string bag (Not a rucksack) 
  

Sports Trainers 
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 Sport and PE at Kings Priory School 

We take great pride in our sporting heritage having 

gained a successful record and reputation, founded 

on the principles of excellence and participation. 

Pupils at Kings Priory School have the opportunity to 

play sport on a regular basis, competitively or simply 

for pleasure. 

Our aim is to provide the best possible sporting  

provision for all of our pupils. To that end we strive 

to offer them every chance to enjoy sport and  

experience success. This involves striking the rare 

balance between excelling at the highest level with 

our elite sportspeople, whilst ensuring that all pupils 

benefit from high quality coaching within a  

supportive environment. 

A breadth of sports is offered to allow every pupil to 

find their niche. We have a structured programme 

designed to develop the necessary skills to  

participate and there is more choice as pupils move 

through the school, utilising our excellent facilities; 

including a sports hall, fitness suite and dance studio, 

pupils are able to engage in a wide range of sports. 

Respect, Tolerance & Friendship 

“ “ 

We do lots of different 

types of sport... 

Personal qualities like determination, 

resilience and integrity that are  

developed through the physical,  

emotional and social aspects of sport, 

are highly valued at school. 

At all levels the aim is to give pupils a 

lifelong enjoyment of physical  

activity. 



 

 

Music & Performance at Kings Priory School 

Extra-Curricular Activities and Clubs 

Whether it is in or out of the classroom there is always a full schedule here at Kings Priory School.  

Pupils can access a wide range of extra-curricular groups and clubs across the day. Examples of what 

we offer is in the table below: 

Quiz club Recorder Yoga  Chess Club Lego Club  Trampolining 

Musical Theatre Choir 
Environmental 

action group 
Martial arts 

Gardening 

Club 
Diary Club 

Art Journalism Club Dance Bikeability Book Club Reading 

There is something for everyone and new clubs are considered and scheduled every term by the team. 
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At Kings Priory School we aim to put music at the centre of every 

aspect of school life. From whole school singing assemblies to solo 

performances, Open Mic nights and Musical Theatre productions;  

music is at the heart of our school. 

We believe that pupils who have opportunities to participate  

in high quality musical activities experience growth in  

self-confidence, a sense of community spirit, pride in their own 

achievements and develop outstanding collaboration skills. 

Music begins in Early Years 

Foundation Stage (EYFS) with 

weekly structured lessons 

taught by music department 

specialists. This ensures that, 

from the very start, pupils are 

exposed to instruments,  

notation and performance  

opportunities that we strongly 

believe are unrivalled locally.  

As the pupils journey through 

the school the music curriculum 

grows to encompass all genres 

of music to capture and engage 

all pupils, whatever their  

musical preferences.  

Pupils also benefit from the largest visiting music teaching team in the area which 

offers specialist instrumental teaching in all the orchestral, pop and rock instruments and voice. 

Our extensive musical programme is open to pupils from across the First, Middle and Senior schools. 
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‘How we learn in Reception’ 

Respect, Tolerance & Friendship 

Literacy and Numeracy 

In Reading we teach children to: 
• link sounds and letters in Phonics activities 

• continue a rhyming string 

• segment sounds in words and blend them 

• read words and simple sentences 

• enjoy reading books and sharing them in 
story time 

 
In Writing we teach children to: 
• communicate meaning through clearly 

identifiable letters 
• develop pencil control and to begin to 

make marks on paper 
• write for a wide range of purpose including 

own name, labels and captions 
• write sentences in meaningful contexts, 

using the Talk4Writing approach 
 
In Maths we teach children to: 
• develop number sense using resources 

like Numicon and the Numberblocks 
• count on and back between 0 and 20 

• use terms such as one more/one less, 
longer/shorter, larger/smaller and lighter/
heavier 

• develop comparing and sorting skills 

• understand shape and size, including 

naming 2D and 3D shapes 

Talk4Writing 

Talk4Writing is a powerful approach to the teaching of Writing based on the principles 
of how children acquire language and develop sentence structures. We want our  
children to learn through imitating the language they read and enjoy, having read a 
whole range of quality texts. Fostering a love of reading through storytelling gives 
them access to a rich vocabulary and varied sentence structures, essential for imitat-
ing, innovating and creating the texts they want to write themselves.  



 

 

 

Kings Priory School  

Huntington Place 

Tynemouth 

Tyne and Wear 

NE30 4RF 

0191 258 5995 

www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk  
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Home learning 

We love to celebrate the impact of home learning in your child’s development. Each half-term 
we send home a topic take-away of activities that reflect and enhance the learning going on 
in the classroom. Sharing these pieces of work in school, and discussing how they were  
completed, helps to foster a love of learning. 
 
 

Sharing your child’s progress with you 

We use an app called 2Simple – Electronic Learning Journeys to 
make photographic observations of your child’s progress across 
the seven areas of learning. These are sent to you electronically 
to keep you up-to-date with the progress your child is making 
and the next steps in their learning. 

School lunches 

In Reception your child is entitled to a free 

school meal.  

We value children’s independence at 

lunchtime and allow them to choose their 

meal from the healthy and nutritional choices 

on offer. They take their tray back to a seat 

and enjoy their meal with their friends.  

The menu is available on a three week cycle 

for parents to view on our website. 

The Out of School Club (OOSC) is open during term time from 7:30am until the start of the 
school day and from the end of the school day until 6pm.  
 
Opening hours during the holidays are 8am – 6pm. 
 
Breakfast club: children are offered a hot or cold choice of food.  
 
After School club: children are offered a varied snack each day. These may include tuna wraps, 
ham or cheese sandwiches, pizza or chicken wraps along with vegetable sticks and fresh fruit. 
 
For further details please call OOSC (0191) 2589155 or email oosc@kps.woodard.co.uk 

http://www.kingsprioryschool.co.uk
mailto:oosc@kps.woodard.co.uk

