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Our Ref: PSA/sj 

 

 

20 March 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

NB: The end of this letter contains important information for Monday 23 March 2020. 

 

As we approach the end, of what frankly has been one of the most challenging weeks that many 

of us have ever faced, I just wanted to say a sincere thank you to everyone – staff, pupils, 

parents, carers, as well as the wider community that is supporting all of the efforts to 

successfully manage the challenges that COVID-19 is throwing at us.  

 

Today, was a very emotional day for many in Kings Priory School, as we unexpectedly said 

goodbye to our Year 13s, and some of our Year 11s.  With the recent cancellation of the external 

examinations, pragmatically today became their last day at Kings Priory School.  Many of them 

have been with us for a significant amount of their school career, and despite the somewhat 

swift exit we still wanted to recognise this milestone and wish them all the very best in their 

future careers. I have to say the maturity and behaviour of not just those pupils ‘leaving’ today, 

but all pupils has been remarkable given the circumstances and genuine sense of the unknown.   

 

We also have some members of staff due to leave us over the coming months due to retirement 

or changes in location.  We will thank them and I would like to have some undistracted time to 

celebrate their contributions at an appropriate time in the future, once everything has calmed 

down. 

 

As you will appreciate this is a fast-moving situation, and new challenges will continue to 

emerge.  It is vital that we are as prepared as possible for all eventualities but also remain 

flexible enough to adapt our plans as quickly as possible.  We are currently working on the 

staffing plans to provide childcare for those parents who are on the front-line of the COVID-19 

battle, whether in the NHS, Emergency Services, or fighting hard to keep the country’s 

infrastructure running.  We will be open from Monday for this reason only and will adapt this 

childcare provision as needed over the coming weeks.  On this I have to insist that this provision 

is only used, as per the principles outlined by the government, as a last resort for those days 

when no other option is available as there will be no one at home to provide supervision. 

Government guidance on schools remaining open is that it will be safe for a small number of 

children where social distancing is maintained.  If we cannot ensure this because we have 

too many children trying to access the provision, then we will not be able to open.  At the end 

of this update there are details of the childcare provision process for Monday 23 March 2020.   

 

For the majority of pupils who will be at home for the coming weeks, we ask that you continue 

to be as committed to your educational development, as you would in school.  Resources will be 

available, defined by year group on our website, and work will be regularly uploaded.  Please 

make use of this. Also, I know there is great interest in the “alternative assessment“ process for 

GCSE and A Levels currently.  Information is starting to come out on this, but we would 

appreciate time, in due course, to understand this and, importantly, respond to how this will be 

applied for our pupils.  Late this afternoon some initial information has been released regarding 

exams and grades. It is very high-level information. And, as I say, I do not have enough 

information to be able to tell you how it could affect our pupils. I would suspect Ofqual and the 

exam boards will be in deep discussions with educational representatives before finalising any 

approach. When further details emerge we will pick the bones out of them and let you know all 

of the implications we see. Right now it is not in anyone’s best interest I comment on this any 

further tonight. I will be in touch, without delay, when I have anything useful. Please do not 
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telephone or email to ask on this specific matter.  In the interim, I would ask that you please 

continue to invest time in learning and furthering your skills and education.   

 

Finally, and I appreciate that you have had more letters from me over the last few days than 

probably even Postman Pat ever imagined possible, I would just like to say again how much 

everyone at Kings Priory School values the support that we have received this week.  The emails, 

the notes, the supportive comments in the yard and on the street: all of this has made a huge 

difference to morale in what is an exceptionally difficult situation. I have not responded 

individually to these simply because of capacity right now, but one day I hope to. And be rest 

assured we read them and share them.  I wish you all the very best for the coming weeks and 

hope to see everyone back in school as soon as possible. I fear, however, “business as usual” is 

a considerable way off. 

 

Please do everything you can to look after yourselves.  

 

That’s it for now.  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Sanderson 

Principal 

 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU READ THE FOLLOWING PAGE CONCERNING 
MONDAY 23 MARCH.  THANK YOU 
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EMERGENCY CHILDCARE PROVSION ONLY 
 

This is only if you are required to continue working outside of your home in order to provide an 

essential part of the first line response to COVID-19 and require help with childcare provision, 

as there will be no one available to supervise your child/children.  We need to restrict the 

numbers to ensure social distancing for both the children and the staff. 

 

For those parents/carers who have already contacted the school the following will apply for 

Monday the 23 March 2020: 

 

 All pupils will come onto the playground of Kings Priory School Percy Park Road Site at 

8:40am. 

 

 All pupils will need to dress in clothes comfortable to be in and necessary to participate in 

PE, active wear would be best. They do not need to be in school uniform. 

 

 Pupils will be looked after across both sites throughout the day and assigned to similar aged 

pupils, eg: year 3 / 4. 

 

 Pupils will need to be collected at the end of the school day from Kings Priory School Percy 

Park Road Site at 15:40. Dismissal will be on the playground. 

 

 All enquiries are to come through: kpsheadfirstschool@kps.woodard.co.uk or  

0191 2589150. 

 

 Pupils will need to bring a snack in with them for breaktimes. 

 

 On Monday we will provide lunch for pupils to be paid for in the same way as normal. 

We will provide a meal for those on Free School Meals in the normal way if they are at school 

and via a take-away packed lunch if they are not in school.  Please let us know, in 

confidence, if you would like a take-away packed lunch prepared because you are 

entitled to Free School Meals. Please email my PA sara.johnson@kps.woodard.co.uk. 

These arrangements will have to be reviewed day to day based on staffing, compliancy and 

supplies. 

 

 Also please note that Out of School Club will be open on Monday and Tuesday as usual 

before and after school next week for any children of critical workers who will be coming 

to school. Again, this will remain under review on a daily basis due to staffing, safety and 

any updates to government guidelines, including social distancing. 

 

 Please note that we will not be following the national curriculum or teaching as normal 

during this period. The service is to provide emergency childcare for key workers’ children 

and they will follow the work and online programmes which have been sent home to all 

pupils. 

 

Every child who can be safely cared for at home should be.  School provision should be viewed 

as a last resort as we need to keep the numbers manageable to protect the safety of our pupils 

and staff.  If numbers exceed a safe capacity, we will have to close to everyone.  

 

So please do not ask us to offer childcare to your child unless you qualify and have no 

viable alternative so that we can protect this provision for those families in most need. 
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