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Key Staff 
 
 

Name Job Title 

Mrs R Watson Head of First and Middle School 

Mr V Stewart  Assistant Head of Middle School 

Mrs S Piper Head of Year 5 and 6 

Mrs A Callighan Middle School Administrator 

 

Tutor Group Tutor 

5SG/CI Mrs S Gott and Mrs C Ireland 

5DWI Mr D. Winter 

5JLA Mrs J. Large 

 

Name Job Title 

Mr C Roberts  Additional Needs and Inclusion Manager 

Mrs L Sergant Assistant to the SENDCo 

Mrs K Pearson Designated Leader for LAC & Post LAC Pupils 

 

Name Job Title 

Miss A Auld Curriculum Team Leader – English 

Mrs A Ward-Williams Curriculum Team Leader – Maths 

Mrs J Johnston Curriculum Team Leader – Science 

Mr R Snow Curriculum Team Leader – PE and Sport 

Mrs E Johnston  
Curriculum Team Leader – Music, Art and 
Design 

Mr P Allonby Curriculum Team Leader – Humanities 

Mrs J Rowell 
Curriculum Team Leader – Modern Foreign 

Languages 

Mr D Leightley  
Curriculum Team Leader – Computing, 

Business and Economics 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

General Procedures 

 
. 

All children in the Middle School are expected to line up on the yard in single file on the 

warning bell to ensure a prompt start to the morning at 8:40 am, which will begin with a 

registration period of 15 minutes. 

Within registration time, children will participate in a range of activities which include 

teacher led literacy and numeracy activities. This is also an opportunity for children to share 

any information or concerns with their teacher. The morning will begin with a Middle School 

Assembly once a week, Year group Achievement Assembly once a fortnight and a service 

in the Chapel in alternate weeks. 

Year 5 pupils participate in 6 lesson periods each day. Year 5 and 6 have their own break 

time after the first period from 9:50 until 10:10 where they will have the opportunity to 

engage in playground activities. 

Middle School lunchtime lasts from 12:00 -12:55. Year 5 attend Café K for their lunch. It 

is important to remind your child that there is a set meal deal each day costing £2.40. 

Drinks, and other extras are charged at an additional cost.  

There will be a nominated member of the Middle School staff who will remain in the 

playground for a further 10 minutes after 3:45 at the end of the day. It is important that 

your child knows to return to this member of staff if, for any reason, they have not been 

collected. The member of staff will be wearing a blue high visibility jacket for easy 

identification. 

Please let your child's teacher and Head of Year know if they will always be collected by 

an adult and under no circumstances will be travelling home from school independently. 

 

Communication 
. 

As you will appreciate, open channels of communication are vital to ensure that any 

concerns are swiftly acted upon. In order to facilitate this you will be able to contact your 

child’s teacher either by writing, by telephone or via the relevant email. ParentMail is our 

method of communication with parents. 

 

Telephone Direct Line   0191 258 9103 

Middle School Email Address   KPSHeadMiddleSchool@kps.woodard.co.uk  

 

We will endeavour to get back to you that day but this will not always be possible because 

of supervision duties.  

 

Parents' Evenings 
. 

A ‘Meet the teacher’ evening is calendared for September and a formal Parent’s evening 

will be held in November and March. Year 5 pupils will receive an extended comment card 

at the end of the Year. If at any point you wish to discuss your child’s progress their 

teacher is the first port of call.

mailto:KPSHeadMiddleSchool@kps.woodard.co.uk


 

English 

English unites the skills of reading and writing and involves speaking and listening. English 

is taught through daily dedicated lessons and through making meaningful links with other 

subjects across the curriculum to provide children with the skills they will need to 

communicate effectively. It involves an understanding of the way language works and how 

it is used in a variety of forms. Children should enjoy reading and writing and use this as 

a basis to develop their skills as communicators. 

Key Objectives for English in Year 5 from the National Curriculum:  

 Reading Writing 

. 

● Read & discuss a broad range of text 

types 

● Identify & discuss themes 

● Recommend books to their peers 

● Learn poetry by heart  

● Prepare poems and plays to read 

aloud and perform 

● Draw inference & make predictions 

● Summarise the main ideas 

● Discuss authors’ use of language 

● Retrieve & present information from  

non-fiction texts 

● Explain & discuss their understanding 

through formal presentations and 

debates 

. 

● Plan their writing 

● Draft and write by: 

● selecting appropriate grammar and   

vocabulary, understanding how such  

choices can change and enhance  

meaning 

● in narratives, describing settings, 

characters and atmosphere and  

integrating dialogue to convey  

character and advance the action using  

wide range of devices to build a 

cohesion within and across paragraphs 

● Evaluate and edit by: 

● assessing the effectiveness of their own 

and others’ writing 

● proposing changes to vocabulary, 

grammar and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning 

● Proofread for spelling and punctuation 

errors 

● Perform their own compositions, using 

appropriate intonation, volume, and 

movement so that meaning is clear 

Grammar and punctuation Speaking & Listening 

. 

● Use expanded noun phrases 

● Use modal & passive verbs 

● Use relative clauses 

● Using the perfect form of verbs to 

mark relationships of time and cause 

● Using commas to clarify meaning or 

avoid ambiguity in writing 

● Use brackets, dashes & commas for 

parenthesis 

● Using hyphens to avoid ambiguity 

. 

● Give well-structured explanations 

● Command Standard English 

● Consider & evaluate different viewpoints 

● Use appropriate vocal register 



 

● Using semicolons, colons or dashes 

to mark boundaries between 

independent clauses 

● Using a colon to introduce a list 

● Punctuate bullet points consistently 

 

 

Mathematics 

Maths involves having a good knowledge of the number system and a large proportion 

of time is spent reinforcing number to build competency. Our curriculum follows an 

integrated approach of fluency, reasoning and problem solving. When introduced to a 

new concept, children will have the opportunity to use concrete manipulatives, 

followed by pictorial representations and finally be introduced to abstract methods 

building on from learning in previous years. The main pictorial representation we are 

using is bar modelling to enable children to visualise number stories and understand 

why the appropriate operations make sense. 

 

Number/Calculation Geometry & Measures 

 

● Secure place value to 1,000,000 

● Use negative whole numbers in context 

● Use Roman numerals to 1000 (M) 

● Use standard written methods for all 

four operations 

● Confidently add & subtract mentally  

● Use vocabulary of prime, factor & multiple 

● Multiply & divide whole numbers 

and decimals by powers of ten 

● Use square and cube numbers 

 

● Convert between different units of 

metric measures 

● Calculate perimeter of composite shapes 

● & area of rectangles, estimating area 

of irregular rectangles 

● Estimate volume & capacity 

● Identify 3-d shapes 

● Measure & identify angles 

● Understand regular polygons 

● Reflect & translate shapes 

Data Fractions & decimals 

 

● Interpret tables & line graphs 

● Solve questions about line graphs 

 

● Compare & order fractions 

● Add & subtract fractions with 

common denominators 

● Multiply fractions and mixed numbers 

● by whole numbers 

● Write decimals as fractions 

● Order & round decimal numbers 

● Link percentages to fractions & decimals 

● Recognise mixed numbers and 

improper fractions & convert 



 

Science 

This subject is delivered by the classroom teacher and pupils are given the 

opportunity to use laboratories for their practical enquiry work.  
 

Science is taught as a combined subject and each group has the same teacher for 

biology, chemistry and physics. Our curriculum is split into the following topic areas: 
 

Biology 

● Life cycles of plants & animals (including mammal, insect, bird, amphibian) 

● Describe changes as humans develop & mature 

Chemistry 

● Properties of materials-Classify materials according to a variety of properties 

Physics 

● Earth & Space-Understand location and interaction of Sun, Earth & Moon 

● Forces-Introduce gravity, resistance & mechanical forces 

● Light 

 



 

Humanities  

 

In Year 5 humanities subjects are delivered by our classroom teachers. It is very closely 

linked to the English curriculum and the same staff deliver both subject lessons. 

 

We use a creative skills-based approach to work in these subject areas. This allows us to 

use our topic of learning to expand into our English lessons and vice versa, providing more 

meaningful learning opportunities and allowing children to make links whilst gaining life-

long learning skills. 

 

 

Geography 

R 

 Rainforests 

● Use maps, atlases, globes & computer mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied 

● Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on South America: environmental 

         regions; key physical & human characteristics; countries & major cities 

● Identify the position and significance of: latitude; longitude; Equator; Northern 

Hemisphere; Southern Hemisphere; the Tropics of Cancer & Capricorn 

● Understand physical geography including climate zones and rainforests. 

● Understand human geography, including types of settlement & land use, economic 

activity including trade links & the distribution of natural resources 

History 

. 

Within both their earliest civilization and Non-European studies pupils will look at key 

historical skills such as chronology, anachronisms, describing and explaining. 

● a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history - THE AZTECS 

 Who were the Aztecs? Looking at how the Aztecs lived, the impact of Spanish explorers 

and their legacy across the world. 

● A local history study - Lindisfarne 

Religious Studies 

There are three overarching themes which dictate the topics chosen: Christianity, a world 

religion and religion in practice.  

In year 5 the following topics are covered: 

● Buddhism 

● Easter 

● Peace 

  



 

   Art, Design & Technology, Music, Modern Foreign Languages, 

Computing and PSHE. 

Here at Kings Priory Middle School we are very lucky to have access to specialist teaching 

and facilities.  

Planning is based on the National Curriculum programmes of study and linked to Key Skills. 

Engagement, curiosity and independence are positively encouraged. We believe that 

learners learn more if they actually enjoy the activity, have a chance to discuss what they 

do, explain their work and reach a shared understanding. We use visits and visitors to 

greatly enrich this aspect of the curriculum. 

 

 

Art 

During Art lessons pupils will: 

● Use sketchbooks to collect, record, review, revisit & evaluate ideas 

● Improve mastery of techniques such as drawing, painting and sculpture with varied 

material 

● Learn about great artists, architects & designers. 

Design & Technology 

During DT lessons pupils will:  

● Produce research to inspire creative, vibrant designs Develop drawing and 

rendering techniques 

● Self-evaluate and peer assess work to reflect, develop and improve 

● Learn to use tools and safely 

● Develop accurate making skills. Learn about and use a variety of materials and their 

properties  

Music 

During Music lessons pupils will: 

● Perform with control & expression solo & in ensemble Improvise & compose using 

dimensions of music Listen to detail and recall aurally 

● Use & understand basics of staff notation 

● Develop an understanding of the history of music, including great musicians & 

composers 



 

 

Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) 

During MFL lessons pupils will: 

● Listen to & engage in the target language 

● Engage in conversations, expressing opinions 

● Speak in simple language & be understood 

● Develop phonological awareness and appropriate pronunciation 

● Present ideas & information orally 

● Show understanding in simple reading 

● Adapt known language to create new ideas 

● Describe people, places & things 

● Understand basic grammar, e.g. gender 

Computing 

 During Computing lesson pupils will: 

● Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly. 

● The workings of a computer system and its hardware and software. 

● Understand the importance of eSafety and how to employ it. 

● Create and interrogate spreadsheets to manipulate and control data. 

● Design usable games that meet an audience and purpose. 

● Design and create documents for a purpose on Desktop Publishing software. 

 

PSHE 

During PSHE lessons pupils will explore themes from 3 core areas these are: 

● Health and Wellbeing 

● Relationships 

● Living in the wider world 

 

Setting Arrangements & Assessments 

Children are not placed in ability sets.  In-class support will be allocated based on an 

individual basis for all classes.  

 

Homework, Spellings & Reading 

In Year 5, pupils should be taking more responsibility for their learning outside of school. 

We encourage pupils to read nightly to an adult or independently, for at least 20 minutes. 

Specific reading may be set by class teachers in order to support class work. Spellings 

are given out and assessed weekly. In addition to this, pupils will be expected to complete 

a maths and an English homework that should take about one and a half hours each 

week. This could be one or two activities. My Maths practice is encouraged, where pupils 

have access to a computer, as tasks are often provided by teachers using this program. 

There will be opportunities in school, for those without internet access, to complete these 

tasks. Non-core subjects will set homework approximately once every 2/3 weeks and 

they may range in length from 20-30 minutes. 

 



 

It is difficult to be more specific as different pupils often take different amounts of time 

on the same piece of work.  We ask that parents monitor carefully that the work 

set is completed to the required standard and handed in on time rather than 

sticking strictly to a time allocation. 

 

Homework is set to reinforce and further extend learning done in the classroom. It is not 

designed to stress or upset pupils but is an invaluable part of our curriculum. If you are 

concerned that your child is taking too long over a piece of work please pass your 

concerns to their teacher. The Year 5 homework timetable outlines when homework will 

be set and how long parents should expect their child to be completing homework 

activities for.  

 

Individual Music Lessons 

Music lessons are on a rotation system so that pupils do not miss the same lesson each 

week. Pupils are responsible for checking their own music lesson time and should record 

this weekly. Each week a timetable will be displayed in the music corridor showing the 

times of their lessons for that week.   

 

Lost property 

Any lost property will be returned to a child, if it is named. Unnamed items will be stored 

in the Lost Property cupboard on Huntington Place. Please inform us of any loss as soon 

as possible as any unclaimed items will be kept until the end of the half term. In order to 

let us know of any missing property please contact the relevant Middle School 

Administrator.  

 

Rewards and Consequences system 

At Kings Priory Middle School, we have taken time to carefully arrange a system of rewards 

and consequences that has been adapted from both a primary and senior school model. 

The system is focused on rewards; however, clear consequences are in place should the 

need arise. 

 

A copy of our full Behaviour & Expectations Policy is available on our website. 


