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Key Staff  

 

Name Job Title 

Mrs R Watson Head of Middle School 

Mrs V Stewart Assistant Head of Middle School 

Miss Caroline Smith Head of Year 7 and 8 

Mrs A Callighan Middle School Administrator 

 

Tutor Group Tutor 

8MGO Mr M Gowland 

8LNI  Miss L Nicholson 

8JGU Miss J Guy 

8JTO Miss J Torbitt 

8ABE Miss A Beamish 

 

Name Job Title 

Mrs L Sergant Assistant to the SENDCo 

Mr C Roberts Additional Needs and Inclusion Manager 

 

Name Job Title 

Miss A Auld Curriculum Team Leader – English 

Mrs A Ward-Williams Curriculum Team Leader – Maths 

Mrs J Johnston Curriculum Team Leader – Science 

Mr R Snow Curriculum Team Leader – PE and Sport 

Mrs Johnston Curriculum Team Leader – Music and Arts,  

Mr P Allonby Curriculum Team Leader – Humanities 

Mrs J Rowell 
Curriculum Team Leader – Modern Foreign 

Languages 

Mr D Leightley Curriculum Team Leader - Computing 
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General Procedures 

All children in the Middle School are expected to line up outside tutor classrooms in single file 

on the warning bell to ensure a prompt start to the morning at 8:40 am, which will begin with 

a registration period of 15 minutes. For the first half term Year 5 tutors will meet their group 

on the yard at the relevant fire evacuation point. 

Within tutor time, children will participate in a range of activities which include teacher led 

literacy and numeracy activities. This is also an opportunity for children to share any information 

or concerns with their tutor. The morning will begin with a Middle School Assembly once a week, 

Year group Assembly once a fortnight and an Assembly in the Chapel on alternate weeks. 

Middle School pupils participate in 6 lesson periods each day. Year 8 have their breaktime at 

10:45 until 11:05am where they will have the opportunity to access Café K and there are 

other playground activities. 

Middle School lunchtime lasts from 12:00 -12:55. Year 8 attend Café K for their lunch. It is 

important to remind your child that there is a set meal deal each day costing £2.40. Drinks, 

and other extras are charged at an additional cost. This is the same menu as PP site. 

Pupils will be dismissed from the same classroom by their tutor each evening. There will be a 

nominated member of the Middle School staff who will remain in the playground for a further 

10 minutes after 3:45 at the end of the day. It is important that your child knows to return to 

this member of staff if, for any reason, they have not been collected. The member of staff will 

be wearing blue high visibility jacket for easy identification. 

Please let your child's tutor and Head of Year know if they will always be collected by an adult 

and under no circumstances will be travelling home from school independently. 

 

Communication 

As you will appreciate, open channels of communication are vital to ensure that any concerns 

are swiftly acted upon. In order to facilitate this you will be able to contact your child’s tutors 

either by sending a note, by telephone or via the relevant email. 

Telephone Direct Line   0191 258 9103 

Middle School Email 

Address 
  KPSHeadMiddleSchool@kps.woodard.co.uk  

 

We will endeavour to get back to you that day but this will not always be possible because of 

supervision duties.  

 

Parents' Evenings 

A ‘Meet the tutor’ evening is calendared for September and a formal Parent’s evening will be 

held in December & GCSE Options Evening will be held January 2021. 

Year 8 pupils will receive two grade cards and an extended grade card at the end of the Year.  

If at any point you wish to discuss your child’s progress their tutor is the first port of call.

mailto:KPSHeadMiddleSchool@kps.woodard.co.uk


English 

 

The overarching aim for English in the National Curriculum is to promote high standards of 

language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written 

word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment.  

 

In Year 8, pupils continue to follow a broad, balanced curriculum, studying a wide range of 

literary and non-literary texts across a range of different writers, genres, forms and contexts. 

They also engage in a range of speaking and listening activities all in line with National 

Curriculum guidelines. Assessments continue to be marked according to the mastery level 

format (1- Developing; 2-Secure; 3- Exceeding; 4- Mastery) and each half term pupils 

complete two assessments, either: reading and writing, writing and speaking and listening or 

reading and speaking and listening.  This means that progress can be effectively measured 

and appropriate intervention delivered where necessary. 

 

The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 

linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and 

for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences  

• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain 

clearly their understanding and ideas are competent in the arts of speaking and 

listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating 

in debate  

 

In addition to set topics, once a week, pupils partake in a Literacy lesson. In this lesson, pupils 

will dedicate the first 20 minutes to completing a SPAG related activity, the next 20 minutes 

to completing a creative writing task and the final 15 minutes to independent reading. As a 

department, we have a commitment to helping pupils to read for pleasure, as well as to 

broaden their vocabulary and provide opportunities for discussion and debate 
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In Year 8, the specific topics and schemes of work that pupils study are as follows:  

• A Gothic Novel: ‘The Woman In Black’, ‘A Monster Calls’ or ‘Cirque Du Freak’ 

• A Poetry Study: ‘Poetry From Other Cultures’ 

• A Shakespeare Play: ‘The Tempest’ 

• A Fiction and Non-Fiction Unit: ‘Difference’ 

• A Genre Study: ‘Myths and Legends’ 

• A Drama Study: ‘Frankenstein’, ‘Oliver Twist’ or ‘Journey’s End’ 

 

Mathematics 

It is important to us at Kings Priory Middle School that pupils enjoy the study of mathematics. 

We adapt teaching to the individual and feed their natural curiosity while ensuring they are 

challenged appropriately.  

Areas of study in Year 8 include number, algebra, shape & space and handling data. Students 

are grouped into Maths sets based on ability, and will study mathematics at an appropriate 

level for them.  

 

The national curriculum for Maths aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and 

frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils 

develop conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge 

rapidly and accurately 

• reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and 

generalisations, and developing an argument, justification or proof using 

mathematical language  

• can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-

routine problems with increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems 

into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions  

 

An example of topics studied in Year 8 are outlined below: 

  

• Factor and powers 

• Working with powers 

• 2D shapes and 3D solids 

• Real-life graphs 
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• Transformations 

• Fractions, decimals and percentages 

• Constructions and loci 

  

• Probability 

• Scale drawings and measures 

• Graphs  

 

Science  

A high-quality Science education provides the foundations for understanding the world 

through the specific disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Science has changed our 

lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity, and all pupils should be taught essential 

aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science.  

Through building up a body of key foundational knowledge and concepts, pupils should be 

encouraged to recognise the power of rational explanation and develop a sense of excitement 

and curiosity about natural phenomena. They should be encouraged to understand how 

science can be used to explain what is occurring, predict how things will behave, and analyse 

causes.  

 

The National Curriculum for science aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific 

disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics 

• develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science 

through different types of science enquiries that help them to answer scientific 

questions about the world around them 

• are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and 

implications of science, today and for the future. 

 

This subject is delivered by the Science specialist staff and pupils are solely taught in 

laboratories for their Science lessons.  

Science is taught as a combined subject and each group has the same teacher for Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics. Our curriculum is split into the following topic areas:  
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Biology 

• Nutrition, breathing and respiration 

• Reproduction in animals and plants 

Chemistry 

• Periodic table and reactivity 

Physics 

• Fluids and Energy Transfers 

• Light 

• Electricity 

 

Geography 

The aim of our Geography curriculum is to develop pupils with knowledgeable and enquiring 

minds, who understand and question aspects of the physical and human world around them, 

whilst investigating and thinking critically about issues that affect the world and its population.  

In Year 8 pupils study a range of themes aimed at developing their understanding of the key 

geographical concepts including: 

• places 

• scale  

• interdependence 

• cultural understanding 

• sustainable development.  

 

A high-quality Geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about 

the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching will 

equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human 

environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human 

processes.  

As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen 

their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the 

formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding 

and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at 

different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.  

 

Topics covered in Year 8 include: 

• How can we keep ourselves safe? Mapping crime using GSI 

• How is the world developing? Comparing the UK and India 

• Where have all the rhinos gone? Looking at humans environmental impact 
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The National Curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both 

terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics 

and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of 

processes  

• understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical 

features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about 

spatial variation and change over time  

• are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  

- collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through 

experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 

- interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, 

diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)  

 

History 

Year 8 History provides pupils with a broadly chronological framework of British history. Pupils 

in Year 8 start their studies looking at the British Empire and its impact across the globe, they 

go on to look at the Home Front in World War I and World War II including the Holocaust. 

They finish Year 8 with a world study looking at the Black Peoples of America. 

The National Curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological 

narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have 

shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the 

wider world  

• know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the 

nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; 

characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies 

of mankind  

• gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such 

as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’  

• understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 

consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 

connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions 

and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 

analyses  

• understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used 

rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting 

arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed  
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• gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different 

contexts: understanding the connections between local, regional, national and 

international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious 

and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales 

 

Our History curriculum will help our pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of 

Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more 

about the past. Teaching will equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh 

evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to 

understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies 

and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges 

of they have encountered.  

Religious Studies 

Religious Studies makes a unique contribution to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development of our pupils and supports wider community cohesion. Pupils in Year 8 study a 

wide range of religious, philosophical and ethical issues.  

 

Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) 

In Year 8 pupils continue to develop their range of vocabulary, explore culture as well as 

consolidate and extend their knowledge of grammar studied in Year 7. A range of tenses are 

introduced and reviewed throughout the Key Stage so that pupils have a secure knowledge 

of past, present and future time frames. Listening, reading, speaking and writing skills are at 

the core of the curriculum and reinforcement outside of the classroom involves learning 

spellings, vocabulary and verbs; practising the target language and developing all four skills 

in a variety of ways.   

 

Among the topics covered in language lessons are: 

• Holidays 

• Cinema 

• Healthy Living 

• Technology 

• At the restaurant/Eating out 
• Le Petit Prince  

 

Pupils cover: 

• Judaism and the local community 

• Responding to suffering  

• Buddhism 

• Religion and the media 
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Each topic and key skills are assessed throughout the term and an end of year exam assess 

student progress made at the end of each academic year. 

Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other 

cultures. It should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world.  

Teaching will enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to 

understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also provide 

opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and 

read great literature in the original language. Language teaching should provide the 

foundation for learning further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other 

countries. 

The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of 

authentic sources 

• speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 

communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 

questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and 

intonation 

• can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety 

of grammatical structures that they have learnt 

• discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied 

 

Computing 

In the first term Year 8 pupils focus upon creative graphic design, exploring image editing 

and creating graphics to design briefs. Pupils then move on to computing 102 which builds 

upon knowledge learned in Year 7 and explores computer hardware and how computers 

work in greater detail. 

  

In the second term pupils will study algorithms, focusing upon their use in the computing, 

exploring searches and sorts in particular.  They will then move on to study cyber security 

analysing risks and threats including social engineering. 

  

In the final term pupils are introduced to the fundamentals of text-based programming using 

Python before moving onto to exploring pre-production of creative digital products 

The National Curriculum for computing aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• computer science, including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation 

can understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of  

• can analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical 

experience of writing computer programs in order to solve such problems  

• can evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar 

technologies, analytically to solve problems  
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• are responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and 

communication technology  

 

 

Design and Technology (DT) 

In the first half of the year pupils will create a pewter casting on the theme of surf pendants 

designing a range of alternatives and selecting the most appropriate for development and 

manufacture. In the second half of the year they will focus on Food technology. They will be 

introduced to key topics such as Health and Safety, knife skills and will use their practical 

skills to make a fruit salad and a pizza.  

Design and Technology is an exciting and practical subject that develops a wide range of 

skills. Pupils draw on disciplines such as maths, science, engineering, computing and art to 

produce innovative, resourceful solutions to problems. Analytical writing skills are also utilised 

to ensure ideas are well formulated and communicated clearly.  

Entrepreneurial skills are developed when looking to create successful concepts for specified 

target markets and different cultural backgrounds, whilst being aware of the potential impact 

a design may have on the environment.  

As an ever developing subject, comparisons are made between the effect and outcome of 

traditional methods and new technologies in both the designing and practical elements, 

supporting essential understanding of the impact design and technology has on everyday life.  

The National Curriculum for Design and Technology aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday 

tasks confidently and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological 

world 

• build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to 

design and make high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users 

• critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others 

 

Year 8 projects include developing rendering skills and creating a Maori inspired pewter surf 

pendant using CAD/CAM technology. 

 

Art and Design 

In Year 8 all pupils follow an Art course in drawing, painting, and printmaking. All pupils are 

provided with sketchbooks and appropriate learning materials and engage in projects such as 

Expressive Faces and Food. 

In order to prepare pupils for GCSE and beyond the projects are devised to encourage pupils 

to explore and experiment with a wide range of techniques and processes and a systematic 

programme of regular research and extension activity homework.  
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A range of artists and crafts people are studied as part of a wider contextual understanding 

and all pupils should produce outcomes in two and three dimensions.  

Examples of work by pupils are displayed in many parts of the school and in the department. 

Regular art clubs and trips to the local National Galleries all enrich the experience of art.  

 

 

The National Curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences  

• become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 

techniques  

• evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design  

• know about great artists, craft makers and designers 

 

Music 

Music is a curriculum subject for all pupils and all pupils have weekly music lessons. The 

scheme of work is essentially a threefold conception: it is topic, theoretically and practically 

based, fostering both academic rigour and creativity through listening, appraising, 

composition and practical music making. Curriculum music lessons not only give a thorough 

grounding for those wishing to take music further, but also provide enjoyable experiences 

and opportunities in many types of music for all pupils, not just those with a specific musical 

interest. 

In Year 8 pupils build on the learning in Year 7, by developing critical awareness of music and 

investigating the links between music and the political and economic landscape of when it 

was written considering how music reflects the time and place in which it was written.  

Topics covered include: 

• Blues and Jazz   

• Music and Media   

• Masters of Music (Rock and Pop, Musical Theatre and Classical)  

• Song writing  

 

Pupils do further work on composing using Sibelius software. Theory of music covers notes 

on the stave, rhythm, triads, time signatures, major and minor key signatures and writing 

the 12-bar blues.  

PE  

In Year 8 pupils have one mixed PE lesson and a double games lesson. The PE lessons focus 

on indoor activities such as badminton, basketball, dance and gymnastics. In the games 

lessons the focus is on developing the main sports of the school of rugby and hockey alongside 

some alternatives. The pupils may be taken to either Priors Park or The Parks sports centre.  
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The pupils take part in inter Chapter events during these lessons and are also encouraged to 

participate in the numerous inter school matches and events that are available. 

 

Setting Arrangements & Assessments 

Where a subject is set on ability it is currently based on assessment information from the 

previous academic year. This is a fluid model and pupils can be moved at any point following 

an assessment, this will be communicated via departments. The set groupings are reviewed 

regularly and, where appropriate, children are moved between sets to ensure that all children 

are supported or challenged to make the best possible progress. In class support will be 

allocated based on an individual basis for all other classes. 

 

Homework & Reading 

Pupils in Year 8 are encouraged to be doing 30 minutes independent reading on an evening. 

This will complement the written homework given by their teachers. 

In Year 8 it is expected that pupils will spend approximately one and a half hours to two hours 

a day completing homework (between seven and ten hours a week).  It is difficult to be more 

specific as different pupils often take differing amounts of time on the same piece of work.  

We ask that parents monitor carefully that the work set is completed to the required 

standard and handed in on time rather than sticking strictly to a time allocation.  If 

you are concerned that your son/daughter is taking too long over a piece of work please pass 

your concerns to their teacher.  

. 

Music Lessons 

Music lessons are on a rotation system so that pupils do not miss the same lesson each week. 

Pupils are responsible for checking their own music lesson time and should record this weekly. 

Each week a timetable will be displayed in the music corridor showing the times of their 

lessons for that week. 

Lost property 

Any lost property will be returned to the pupil, if it is named. Unnamed items will be stored 

in the Lost Property cupboard on Huntington Place. Please inform us of any loss as soon as 

possible as any unclaimed items will not be kept for long. In order to let us know of any 

missing property please contact the relevant Chapter Administrator. 

 

Rewards and Consequences system 

In Kings Priory Middle School, we have taken time to carefully arrange a system of rewards 

and consequences that has been adapted from both a primary and senior school model. The 

system is focused on rewards, however clear consequences are in place should the need arise. 

A copy of our full Behaviour and Expectation Policy is available on our website 


